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NEWCHWANG TRADE KEPORT, 

rOR THE YEAR 1 86 8. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS. 
YINGTZU, NEWCHWANG, 3'st J^ici-AJir. 1869. 

SIR, — I hsTG now the honour to report to you on the trade of this port dnring the p«st year. 

The cry that the coJonUta of the three Maiichririao proTinces and of the annexed strips of Mongolia cared not 
III become purchasers of Foreign fabrics, that their manner), for ii Icnjitheiiec) period, miiat possess the frugal oharadct 
i I npHrtcd by residence in an agriculliiral, Hpnrsely popukte<l, country. almoHt deprived of the atimuhitint; element— 
Ntinmhting to h luxuriona expenditure— of asBociation in large cities, seenied confirmed by tlie continuous iJ!-gucc«HS which 
attended the etforts of the rnnjority of Foreign commission mercbante established at this port. The ciiiptineaa of ware- 
bmises. and the consequent iibsence of the charges upon which j^ntlemen of tlie class in question are forced to mainly 
rply, were scarcely compensated for by the profits thiit atteuded the despatch of a few cargoes of PulRe or Pulse Coke; 
whilst too often such upecuhitioos resulted in losxes that seemed inexplicable to those converiaut with the contemporary 
triinaactions of Natives. 

In any case between iS6i and 1867 five independent commission houaen ceased to exist, and thp agencies of 
two Shanghai firms — finns at tlie time of withdrawal of high standing -diaiippeiired. The monopoly of the portion of 
llie trade not engrossed by Southern Cliineso appeared, excluding Opium, to be the due reward of the (wtiencc and deler- 
tuination displayed by a firm which had overcome the difficulties to which othen liad succnmbed, Sui/h references la 
private individuals or enterprises in official documents intended for publication are, without doubt, save under excep- 
tional circumstances, invidious and objectionable, but they can hardly he avoided when an attempt is made to chronicle 
the progress or depression of commerce carried on at a place, in to whicli, owing to the paucity of Foreign residents, it 
is impossible to speak iu general terms. 

The despondency naturally inspired by a series of misfortunes was not altogether dispelled by the development 
in the consumption of Foreign fabrics that took place in 1867. Iu that year the total value of imports grew to 
'/ii 3,069,755, from '/h 3,324.407 in 1866; but many were disposed to attribute the augmentation to local apeciilution— 
not to an inci-eased demand amid the farmers and peasants. Nevertheless, in the dpring of 1868, sanguine expectations 
- elsewhere entertained, c^imbined with other circumstjinces, result«d in the reconstruction of the most important of the 
extbct coinuiiasiou honses, anrf in the nrrivul of an agent of an opulent Gn^ish firm. Simultaneously, also, the reprp- 
BBntative of an Indian firm, who formerly dealt in Opium alone, commenced to linport largely Foreign Piece Ooods of 
various classes. 

Viewing what has ensued, simply by the lishl of the statistics furnished in the Returns, there seem to be anijile 
;iiij justifiable grounds for congratulation. Of the principal Cotton fiibrica— Grej Shirtings and T-Cloths, over 121,000 
mill Si,ooa pieces reached, iu 1S68, the mouth of the Liao, against about 36,000 and 74.000 pieces in 1867, and about 
30,000 and 1,500 in 1866. The entire value of imports for the pnst year amounts to 'lit 4,gtS,K38. 

It is imfortun.ite that such undue hopes were entertained as to the consuming capacity of these dbstricte, ae the 
In^es on Merchandise remaining unsold and stored here at the close of the 1868 season will almost counterbalance the 
profits on the commodities disposed of My belief is. that for sonie yeont to come, lucrative sales of the different Cotton 
and Woollen Piece Goods, cannot he effected to an extent greater than two-thirds of the quantity imjiurted during the 
|iast year. Busine^ int'-rcourse with the Natives posseww exceptionally great facilities. The exactions complained of in 
the South arc almost unknown. The importance of acquiring ik certiiin knowledge of the colloquial lungtiage of the coun- 
try is fully appreciated. Compradores are either dispensed with or rednced to nonentities. The class of broken) spiken 
of in my Report fur 1S65 find their occupation gone. The Foreign seller comes into direct contact with the dealers from 
the interior, and tlie Foreign buyer can now, without aid, purchase his Puke and his Cake from the Native Manufacturers. 

This 
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This SfStem palpnbljr produces an emuomy ttnd a confidence which must be fosterbg to eotnmerce. Takf 
deapiU the assistance derived froin it, the acUud com u Dipt ioti during itiSS did not even reach the limits chut I httTe joat 
defined. Relatione between tiie different trndem were, I catiiint refrain frojn remarkiDg, of an altogether opposite nntnri 
when I arrived here ia 1865. Not a piece of Shirtinga could he aold, not a piece of Pulae Cuke could be purchiised, 
without the inWrference of one or more brokers. In the siimtuer of the following jear one of the resident Foreign 
nierchiiola alleged that hi« Bhipuients of Pulse Cake hud nil HulTered from a great loss in weight, and that, thongh thti 
pQrehnses had been wade through hia Conipradore, the latter bid entirely repudiated auy peraonsl responsibility. | 
To1ui)t«ered to Accompany the merchant to the office of the principal nianiiWtucer. Disbelief as to the possibility of t 
manufactory consenting to enter into a direct transaction with a Foreigner was at first expressed, but the objections weiv 
over-ruled, and the visit resulted in the purobuse of five thousand pieces of Fuhie Cake, which, 1 uoderstand, arrived i: 
Swatow possewed of their normal weighL 

During the season now couimented upon, the sale of Opium was distinguished by a slight increase. The impor- 
tation,— and in the case uf dru;;, importation aud sale are, after na evceitaive delay, ordinurily, identical,— exceeds- thai of 
1866 by about 15 pecule, and that of 1867 by about 100 pecnis. I doubt, however, whether the sales were ntteudecT 
with much profit. The competition between Foreigner and Forei^er, and between Foreigners and Natives, vat 
violent; whilst Native Opium, so long m the existing legisiutiun on the subject is disregLirded, niutit present a rivallj 
that becomea each year of f^reuter importance. 

All acquainted with the local Hunts, aaticipat«d during 186S a lai^ demand for Iron; this expectation 
realised; but, as is too ofteu the case, a brisk market in the spring and early summer was followed, owing to dispropoTr 
tianate arrivals, by aiugnatioo in the autumn. To those who are debarred, by the exigencies of office, from ahnring Hm 
sanguine theories and ideas that must be prominent in the mercantile mind, it appears singular that calculations should, 
nut be baaed upon the supposition that a denmnd having been lai'gcly gratified is more likely to decrease than to inci«as<^' 
and that the flict of several tbousaad pieces of fabrics having been sold lucratively in April and May should not bs 
viewed as a reuson for being rather diffident than aangnine as to iJie disposal of similar couimoditiea in August an 
September. 

The importation of Foreign fabrics has, without doubt, be«n reckless; but, after the deduction of the unsold 
proportions, transactions in these commodities must he regarded us satisfactory. 

The assured tranquillity, and the accumulation of Silver among the farmers and peasantry, have defied a 
overcome the diaastera engeudeced by the most unprofitable export trade which this port haa known since, at least, I 
arrival of Foreigners. 

As compared with 1867 the exportation of Pulse has diminished by about 300,000 peculs: that of Pulse Caka 
hna decreased byjuat less than one-half. In 1867 pieces 2,543,536 were sent away, whilst' in i863, only pieces 1,384,767 
quitted the port. The causes of this disastrous change have been enlarged upon in the Quarterly Reports, rendered by 
myself, and by the gentleman in charge during my absence. The tranquillity enforced between rival races in Kwang- 
tung induced the sowing of Pulse, in districts that had long been nntilled. The growth of Sugar in that province, and 
in Fokien, was, owing to a burdened market, limited. The lands formerly devoted to the cultivation of the Caue brought 
forth Rice. That product in many parts superseded Pulse as an article of fond. It required a smaller quantity it£ 
mauure: two pieces of Pulse Cuke being sufficient over an area for which, in the case of Su^:tr, six were uet^led. Tb« 
arrivals of Guano were becoming more extensive, and to those were added Oil Cake from Java and Hainan. 

Without loss to the cultivators prices can iudisputably fall 30 or .)o per cent,; and of the specified cansea 
■nmo will, of course, merely exercise a temporary iuflueuce: but. if others acquire a more permanent importance, it niay 
become advisable to suggest the adoption of certaiu tariff altemlions. No one would propose the infiiction of a protectiva 
tax on Guano or the Southern Oil Cakes, but they should, in all fairness, be as heavily _burdeued as the Manchurias 
product. 

These curtailed exports have caused the departure of nearly eighteen hundred thousand taels of Silver, a sum 
K times im great as that which left the Liao in sycee during 1B67. This amount is exclusive of the money sentj 
junks as payments for imports in Foreign vessels. To those gifted wilh the slightest acquaintance with the 
of these tracta of tbe Empire, the continuance of such a drain umst be regarded as totally impossible. 
Many doubts have been entertained as to the success of the Steam Manufactory of Pulse Cake antj Oil Aftefi 
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of the machinery prominent defects were detected. The apparatus for steaming the crushed Pulse was found 
The cylinders for containing the Pulse whilst lieing subjected to pressure were constrncled to hold a quanti^ 
fur the fabrication of six Cukes, but, as to each of thein were attached only two outlets, ons at the upper end. 



the other at the lower end, the Oil extracted from the Peas in the centre was unable to eeuape, and the 
amalgamation produced an insuperable obstacle to the bopeil for results. By a skilful aduptuttoo of the Ni 
these ditficuhius have been, to a great extent, overcome. Tbe number of pieces manufactured Ici one press, ii 
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bae hdur, is ten instead of twelve, the qunotity orij^iiiall; expecteil. Il luu been fnuiid after many triiils tlwt the 
[)niportion of Oil expreaseil b no ({renter tbnn that exlMcteil by the pirc Nntive metbod, but the C'nke fitbiicjted ia st.ited 
to be (liaposed of in the Sooth for a price considerably higher thiin ihnt fetulied by the produut of the Chinese presses. 
The DiHchlnBcj-mBdc Cukes ure undoubtediy heavier, but (he itugmented price tendered is not offered on nccoiiot of tlie 
greater weight alone. By the stQun-worked rollers the Pulse is crughed more cffectuully, and tlie Cuke is in consequence 
more easily dissolved und aoiittered over the tielda. The old ties existing between the wealthy English linn, into the 
hands of which the undert.'Uiing has no<^ piased, nnd one of the most importunt of the Southern Native houses, will 
probably vanquish the dilncultiea that fonnerly could not be overlooked. 

A natural result of the eshibliahnieut of this steam manufactory hus been an enquiry, by n competent engineer, 
inUi the citpiibilities of the Mitucburlan Coul The investigation entered into will, it ifi U) be hoped, prodiiue vtiliiuble 
and interesting details. It will be found, I feel aaaured. that, us 1 stated three yeura ago, the lower seams are of a qunlity 
much superior to that of the commodity now offered in the murket. The Natives, unfortunately, Bie only able to 
eicavate, at any deptli, very small pieces or dust. 

TiiB baneful cliange ia the Export trade of course caused a decrease in the employment of Shippioji. Formerly 
vessels frequently arrived in fiallast, or half empty, hoping to be remunenited by their export freight. The increased 
arrivuJs of imports have, it cannot be denied, augmented the guns of various Ships luid Steamers, but it is palpiible that, 
as a whole, the prosperity of the Shipping ia dependent on the prosperity of the Export tr^ide. It ia, however, worthy of 
notice, thut junks will, it is anticipated, ere long be divested of su advantage, wbioh, in the eyes of many Native tmden 
tends to counterbalance numberless defects. The larger Native cnift that entered the Lloo ordinarily, in the first 
instance, carried the tribute grain to the Peiho, and, in return for this service, were exempted ironi ull duties nl this port; 
but the rumoured Lntentioa of the Imperial Qovemmeni will absolve them of the task and deprive them of its reeom- 
punse. Entries of junks have largely decreased. In 1S67, 64S Tientsin junks, 427 Shnn-tung junks, 1,176 Eiang-nan 
junks, and 754 Ningpo junks, arrived. Last year only 506 of the fiivt, 292 of the second, 1,010 of the third, and 524 of 
the fourth, reached the port: thus tlie tutnl decrease is 663. 

Foreign Shipping is represented by a K>nnago,of 70,634 tons, against r 10,41 8 in 1 B67. There is thus a decrease 
of about 40,000 tons, The British Shipping has fallen from tons 43.411 to tons 36,482, and the North-German from 
tons 44,877 to tons 24,845. In the French (onu^e there is an advance of over 1,000 Ions. The number and I may 
say tonnage of Siamese vessels have been doubled^there having arrived 18 of 8,110 tons, against 9 of 4,315 tons in 
1867; and a Hawaiian ship reached, for the first time, these Northern waters. 

The river was opened nt an unexpectedly early date. The Steamer Miaea entered the harbour on the Iith 
March, and was exposed to great danger from the drifting floee. Ice re-appeared on the 22nd November, and the 
Steamer Bertha experienced considerable difficulty in quitting the port on that day. No wrecks have taken place, for 
the singiUar abandonment of the American vessel Charloj cannot be comprised in the categoij of Bueh disasters. 

tudeed, the arrangements of the Harbour Muster's Department have not only provoked no justttiable ooniptoints, 
but have often won distmct expressions of approval. The poi-t, which, three years ago, was dreaded us the most dilficnlt 
of acces.t, iiiM become, through the Lightship and Buoys, purhaps the most easy of apprwich, whilst the men, whose 
demeanour and uioile of perfonniiig their duties would appear to have often attracted unfavourable attention, have, under 
a sagacious control, become recognized as inferior to none in the best qualities which their catling as Pilots reijuires. It 
is to be hoped that the iniprovem^nt produced by the Boles of 1867, w'dl not be affected by the we-akening of central 
authority that may result from the more recent code. As yet the Tonnage Dues are alt^jgether insufficient to meet the 
expenses, which, desp]le the exercise of the strictest economy, are unavoidably incurred. 

The harvest has been fiiirly abundant, but the experience of the p:iBt year induces a natuiul anxiety as to the 
extent to which its fruits will be iu dem:iud in the old consuming regions. 

The singular chiriicter of last year's trade has produced an enorroous advance in the value of Silver. It is 
already at a premiuin of 50 per cent,, and many anticipate tliat ere the port opens the premium may advance to loo per 
cent. The large Native firms— I am not speaking of Southern Chinese— have admirably supported the test to which they 
have been subjected. At the Chinese New Year no hankruptciea will Like place here, and the only provincial, failure of 
importance will be that of a speculative and not over-wealthy warehouseman at Muukdeii. 



I am, &c., 



A. MACPHERSON, 

CommiuioHtr oj fuitoiju, 
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To Robert Hart, EsgniRE, 

IntpecUtr General 0/ Ciutomi, 
PJSKING. 
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FOB THE TEAR 1868. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 
TIENTSIN, 15TH February, 1869. 

SIR, — My predecessor, Mr. Dick, has in his report on the trade of Tientsin for 1866, gone so fully and minutely 
into all it8 details, including even the geographical position of the port, and the estimated population of Chih-li, and that 
of the adjoining province of Shan-si — the consumers of our imports, — that there is but little left for me, his successor, to 
comment upon; and my field is narrowed to dry and somewhat uninteresting comparisons, of certain of the most notiible 
articles of import and export of the past year with those of the year 1 867 ; a time-honoured custom which would, per- 
haps, now, be more honoured in the breach than in the observance: for I take leave to think, that, beyond the broad 
j^eweral fact of the increase or decrease of the import or export trade, such comparisons are of questionable value, either 
as statistics, or to the Merchant who, when interested in any pjirticular article of consumption, or exportation, naturally 
refers to the very voluminous and minute tibles, which scarcely require supplementing, published by the Customs, in 
preference to accepting remarks thereon, which must, necessarily, be general. 

Before reviewing the trade of the past year, and calling attention to its great increase, it will be well to sketch 
forth an event which, must, notwithstanding thiit increase, have had a considerable effect upon it. Sciircely had the 
river become free from ice, and the trading season opened, when a band of Mahommedan robbers swept up to the very 
gates of Pao-ting-fu, the capital city of this province, causing, for many months, dismiay and disquietude throuiiliout its 
length and breadth. The nucleus of this band was originally a small body of Nieu-fei, and of the disaffected Mahom- 
medan population from outside the borders of Kan-su and Shen-si, who, in the autumn of 1867, effected an entmnce 
into the province of Shan-si, at or near Kuei-hua-ch'eng. The manner in which they succeeded in crossing the Huhulc 
H6, according to the Chinese version, was very characteristic. One morning the Imperial troops sent to guard the 
passage of this river, suddenly saw on its opposite bank some twenty pe;isants in charge of a long string of one hundre«l 
and fifty, or two hundred cjimels, each laden with a couple of boxes, one slung on either side, on top of which gaily 
fluttered a little Imperial pennon, such as are usually borne on Government military stores in course of removal. The 
camel leaders, gesticulating violently and apparently in great alarm, called to the Imperialists to send boats for them to 
cross over, stiting that they brought military stores for the camp, and were closely pursued by Nien-fei, and that, with- 
out immediate assistance, they and their stores must be captured. The Imperial soldiers deceived by the pennons, and 
put off their guard by the small number of the party, without further inquiry, complied with their request, and ferried 
them and their camels over. No sooner had the last beast landed, than in an instaut, from out of each box there sprang 
a well-armed man, to the number in all of some three or four hundred, who, falling upon the astounded Imperialists, 
then and there treacherously slow them. This ruse having gained the band the entry into the province of Shan-si, 
they marched, burning, ravaging, and recruiting their numbers with the turbulent and needy, as they went on, upon the 
cities of Lu-an-fu, Pu-chou-fu and Ping-yang-fu ; neither of which, however, they succeeded in cjipturing. Repulsed 
also at Ling-fen-hsien, and at Ping-yang-fu, they now m;ide a detour to the south-east, and returned to the vicinity of 
Lu-an-fu, whence, proceeding in a north-easterly direction to H*uie-lu-hsien, they entered Chih-li, and at once marched 
upon the capital Pao-ting-fu. Being unsuccessful here, and in attacks on Hsiin-te-fu, and Chen-ting-fu, they then made 
several attempts to enter the province of Shan-tung, but the country people hiid risen, and armed and being led by a 
gallant and wealthy landowner named CneN-szu, met them with couRige and vigour, and drove them back on every 
occasion; although, at this time, their force had attained a very considerable number, — accounts vary, some stating thirty- 
six, others seventy, thousand men, — having been incre;vsed by all that was evil and disiitfected in the populations of 
Shan-si and Chih-li, and also by the very formidable addition of some two thousand five hundred or three thousand 
mounted brigands of the latter province. They now m.irched on, entered and plundered Nan-p'i-hsien (in Chih-li), and 
killed the Chih-hsien, or magistrate of that Hsien (this was the only place of any note that during their whole raid they 
succeeded in temporarily obtiining for only one or two days, I believe). The rumours, often much exaggerated, of these 
events, had not failed as may be imagined, to have a prejudicial effect on the trade of Tientsin, and when on the 28th 

April 
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April, a bodj- of mauuted men, supposed to be Nton-fei, appeared outside the trails of this city, from which baming 
villages were plaioly visible, there wue a. general feeling of cunBtemntion aman<! the Native merchants and inbabitanlst 
Hiid triide, for the time being, ma; be uid to have censed. It hits been my fortune to be at three Ports, when inena(«d 
by rebels or Nieu-fci, and the iiction of the authorities here cnntrusted %a farombly with what I have aeen elsewhere, that 
1 must pause to couiplimeot the Superintendent of Tnde Cbiko-KU mo-poo, and his niilitury and civil colleagues, on the 
energy they displayed in putting this place in it state of defence. A large force wiis quickly ruised, disciplined, and added 
tu the gurrisoa of TienUiu; aeveral heavy and namerous light guns mounted on the enormous earthworks, of some 
sixteen miles in extent, surrounding this city, and knovm to our soldierH us " Ban-ko-lin-Ein'a Folly," and the fosse at its 
bikse widened and deepened into a very respectable citnul in an incredible short time; while (m I accidentally witnessed 
on one or two occufions) so terribly severe und nummary were the punishments inflicted on marauding soldiers, that rob- 
berj- was of rare occurrence; and, I believe, that during the four or five mouths the troops were on duty here, not a single 
European resident was affronted by them, by even a rude gesture. 

Meanwhile the forces of Tbo Tsuiia Tuiro and Li Huho ('hano, said to consist of over a hundred thousand 
men, had not, from a Chinese military point of view, been idle; a large force had been constantly foUowing the insurgents, 
generally at the distance of n day's march, und harrosslng them by keeping them incessantly on the move, while another 
force wuB engaged in erecting an enormons earthwork, or wall (wei-ttu) extending from Lung Ch'ing Cliou on the west 
bank of the Yiin Liang Hn (Qrand Cunal} in a Northerly direction, to Ts'ang Cbou; and from Nun P'i Rslon, on the 
north bunk of the Chlen H4, t« the gulf of Pechili, thus completely enclosing the insurgents within a cordon, consisting 
of the river Chlen H^ and earthwork on the north, the sea on the east, the old and new Hoang HC ou the south, and 
the Viin Liang Hfl and earthwork on the west. 

Subsequently the area of this enclosure, about a hnudred square miles, being foimd to be too large to fulfil all 
its destined purposes, the Imperialists patiently set to work to construct another and amalier earthwork, extending from 
tlie Yiin Liang Ho, near Ch'ing Ping, in u north-easterly direction to Ling Hsien, and thence curving tn a south-easterly 
direction to Ling-E Hsien, thus forming with the Yiin Liang HO on the wesi and the new Huang HO on the south, a 
rough form of triangle having an entry into it between Ling-E Hsien and the new Huang HO; the waters of the Yiin 
Liang HA on the west, und of the Chien Ho on the north, were now aufiered to overflow the country, and the combined 
forces of Tso and Li, occupying oil the roads which were not under water, pressed the insurgents south and into the 
fatal gap formed by the earthwork at Ling'E Hsien, yawning to receive them. Once in this enclosure the place of in- 
gress, and also of egress, was immediately closed by lines upon lines of Imperiid troops; and, although the hqrsemen of 
the insurgents mode several determined, and up to a iXTtam point successful, attempts to cut a way out for themselves 
and their main body, their case was hopelet«i; they were completely enmeshed and caught In the toils of one of those 
alow and ponderous stratagems peculiar to Chinese warfare, generally bo sueeeesful, and yet so irritating to the more 
impatient Foreign spectator. By degrees, slowly and like a fale, dense bodies of Imperialists novr took up positions 
inside the Wei-tzn [earthwork] and pressed down upon the miserable wretches within, who, enfeebled by want and 
demoralised by the terrors of their position, were soon wedged into a helpless mass on the edges of the Yiin Liang Hfl 
and Huitug HO, the opposite banks of which rivers were lined and guarded by anueJ peasantry, who, gojided by their 
fears into ferocity, were ready to put to dejith any they conid lay hands on, seeking to escape by swiinuiing. 

The moment so patiently striven fur by the Imperialists, harl at length ari'ived, and of the insurgents, completely 
out-iuanicuvercd, nutny laid down their anns and were taken prisoners, many were slain, and many, I believe, though 
this is denied by the authorities, escaped, andC'HANO Tsuno Yii their leader, Is reported to have, nt this time, committed 
suicide by drowning. The occurrence of the foregoing events brings us to iniciille of the month of August, up to which 
period the sales of Foreign Goods, at Tientsin, compared niost ont'avorably with those of previous years. 

I will now proceed to comment ou the trade of Tientsin. 

THE VALUE OF THE TRADE OF THE PORT. 

Notwithstanding the events which 1 haveju^t narrated, the tnide of the port for the entire year i36S, shews 
an increase in the vidue of its imports amuunting to Two millions nine Imudred and forty tbi'iisand six hundi^ and 
eleven Toels, over those of the year 1S67; and although there is a decrease in the value of the Export bade of Two hun- 
dred and seventy-Beven thousand and thirty-two Taels, the tot«l value of tlie Import and Export trade, aa carried on in 
Foreign vessels, showa an incrense of Two niillious sis hundred aad siity-three thousand five hundred and seventy-nine 
Tttcla, over the trade of 1867. 

During the year 186S, the value of the Import trade amounted to 7h 16,437,708, or £ 5,205,374; and that of 
the Export trade to ?& 9^6,165, or £ 299,618; which compured with the previous years Imports, 7b. 13,497,097, m 
£ 4.274,080, und Exports Th 1,223,(97, or £ 387,345, exhibits the increase in t)te former, and decrease in the latter, 
trade above stilled. This decrease, as by far the greater portion of the exporLi of Tientsin are drawn from Chih-li, may 
fairly be attributed to the disturbances which existed for so many montha in this province. 



The rnliie of Foreign m iriMfictiiras ami pro luce imported, exclusive of Treasure and deiuctin? Ro-Eiports, 
nm minted tu 7h i [,64.7,867, iigaiiist Th 9,25J,J55 in 1S67, shewing nn inarease of 7& 2.39$, 712. The Foreign luipLKts 
ooiiAiBted of — Cotton Piece Gaoda , PUee* 2,540,237 valued ftt Tit 6,174,754. 

Opium, Pecui! 7,414,06^ „ „ „ 3,889,318. 

Woollens, PUti* 107,262 „ „ „ 705.423. 

MeWU, Pefv,U 15,573 „ „ ,. 118,737. 

And other Miscellaneous Merchandize, valued at Ih. 759,635. 

The value of Chinese manufnciucea and prodnce imported, minus re-exporta, atnounted to Th. 4,789,841, 
against Til 4,244.942 in 1867; shewing an increase of ?b 544,899, while the value of Chiuese produce exported reached 
only to Th 946,165 aa before stated. ' 

The excess in the value of Imports over Exports, flinountad to fti 15,491.543, and the nraonnt of Treasure 
exported was fti 4,951,657 ; and that imported 'Hi t,QI[,62l. The Merchandize represented by the preceding figures 
und values, waa all borne in Foreign shipping, of which 299 Vessels, whose tionnage amounted (o 109,077 tons, entered 
nnd cleiired,— an increase of 37 Vessels and 27,732 tons, over the shipping of the year 1867, The vessels consisted of 
one hundered and ihlrty-nine Steament, nnd one hundred and sixty Sailing Vessels; of the former 79 Steamera of 
36,120 tons ware British, 57 of 32,577 tons American, 2 of [,6iu tons Frenuh, and 1 of 648 tons German. Of the 
latter 72 Sailing Vessels of 15,880 tons were North-German, 50 of 12,904 tons British, 9 of 2,941 tana American, 6 
of 1,397 Ions French, 5 of 1,131 Ions Dutch, 7 of 1,127 ("ns Swedish, 3 of 1,020 tons Suimese, 4 of 917 toiu 
Danish, 2 of 494 tons RuBsion, and 2 of 300 tons Hawaiian. With the exception of three Vee«eb direct from 
England, bringing cargoes of Cotton Piece (loods, pieces 228,136; Canilele, pieces 2401 Silk Umbrelloa, dozens 100; 
Velveteens, pieces 30; Needles, pieces 1,100,000; Matches, gross 775; Window Glass, citses 496; Nail Rod Iron, 
pefuls 1,008 ; Lead, peculs 838.50 ; a quautily of MLichinery for, and 450 cases Gunpowder which were purchased by, 
the Government— and of nine Vessels from Nagasaki and one from Ajuoor, the whule of the above shipping were 
engaged in the Coasting Trade only. 

COTTON PIECE GOODS. 



Goods. 


i36i. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1S67. 


1863. 




Puen. 

891,468 
199.762 
160.946 

302,814 
Tfa 1.9 


458,487 
117.902 
169,277 

390.638 

«t 2,3.5 


Pi««. 

66,673 

28,157 

1S.'99 
23,098 

as 


Picas. 

164,159 
71.83s 
36,520 

66,868 

a 3-7-5 


PUtt». 

5 '5.899 
124,907 
85,884 
'3J.3'8 

«i4'<'3-3 


Piaa. 

874.S39 
I7S.'88 
97.54a 
350,711 

7h 2.9 


PU^a. 

656,349 
164.558 
126.393 

345.100 
a 2.5 


Pia-et. 

".393,377 
348,574 
505.359 
391,927 

■a 2.2.6.0 


White „ ' 


All other kinds of Cotton ( 
Piece Goods ( 


Average price per Piece of ) 
SitoSjtbGreyShiniugs ) 


''"TLltl^Lt^:"'^-'^—'^^^^^^^^ 



The figures in the above table of the moot important rarielie« of Cotton Piece Goodi, will shew more clearly 
than words at length the large increase in the iuiportntion of these manufuutures, since thct opening of the Tient.'!ln 
Custom House in 1861 to the present date. Although calling attention to the fact that during no previous year bns the 
importation of Cotton Goods reached, or nenriy reached, that of the year 1868, I shall confine luy comparisons, a.-t 
before, to 1867 and 18GS. During the latter year, the total importation exceeded that of 1867, by one million three 
hundred and forty-seven thnuound eight hundred and thirty-seven pieces, which represent an increase in the several 
items of Grey Shirtings of 737,028 pieces ; White ShirtinKd of 84,016 pieces, T-Otuths of 378,966 pieces ; and in the 
other varietieB of Cotton fabrics, an increase of 147,827 pieces ; while the uver.'vge of the price of Cotton manufactures 
has been three mnce six candaroeos per piece higher than that of the yeiLr in which the next largest importation 
occnrred, namely 1861. Of Cottonades 2,640 pieces, and oX Linen and Cotton Mixtures 1,144 pieces, "c^e imported in 
tS68, Hgiunat none of the same dononiiniitiou in 1867; and of Jeaus, English and American, 21,289 pieces, against 
4,424 pieces in 1867. The importutioii of American Cotton fabrics in 1868, also greatly exceeded that of 1867. Of 
American Drills 97.879 pieces, against 29,366 pieces. (English Drills only reached 14,032 pieces, and Dutch Drills 3,740 
pieces iu 1S6S.) Of American Sheetings 29,681 pieces against Nil; but of Domestics only 2,136 pieces, in 186S, against 
3,627 pieces in 1867. 72,022 pieces Cotton mouufitcturea, vftlued at 3k. 165,464, which are not included in the preceding 
figures, were re-exported during 1868. 

OPIUM. 



A 
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TRADE REPORT. 



OPIUM. 



Description. 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


■ 1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


Malwa, 


PtaiU. 
1,482.00 


Pecuh. 
3,347.00 
268.80 

fl • ■ 

• • • 

• • • 

84.00 


Pecuh. 

3,554.24 
63.06 

• • • 

• • • 

96.8 2| 


Pecuh. 

2,59548 

152.64 

9.60 

4.00 

..• 

42.92* 


Pecuh. 

4,34950 

717.63 

364.80 

108.50 

48.46 

65.i8i 


Pecuh. 

7,51403 

773.00 

500.40 

271.61 

11.06 

92.75I 


Pecuh. 

7,240.76^ 

393-60 

104.40 

122.60 

• • • 

33.27- 


Pecuh. 

6,879.59 

148.60 

232.80 

118.00 

« • • 

42.87i 


Patiijv, 


Benares 


Persian, 

Turkey, 


Prepared 


Total, 


1,482.00 


3,699.80 


3,714.121 


2,804.64^ 


C,6?4.07i Q. 1 62.8c? 


7,894.634 


7,421.864 
7.80 




J' J^ f £ 


orted, 




Lp.ss Tiirkpv Oniuni. Rg-ExD( 




J ^^.„ , _ ^ 






7,414.064 


Value of Opium, 1865, 1866, 1867, and 1868, Tk 


3,356,596,— 


7h 5,768,169,-a 4,595,071,— a 


3,889,318 



The import of Opium as shewn by the above table, contrasts unfavountbly with that of the year 1867, exhibit- 
ing a decrease of four hundred and eij^hty peculs fifty-seven catties. This may either be account^ for by the unsettled 
stiite of the province for the first half of the yeiir, which deterred woul<l-be purcliasers from risking the transit of so 
costly, and so much coveted an article along the robber-infested roads and streams, or by the increased manufacture of 
the Native drug, called here not inapproprately " Hsi-tu," western dirt. The more satisfactory solution that the decrease 
had arisen from a diminution in the number of smokers, cannot, I rej^et to say, be entertained. I he^ard from reliable 
Chinese authority, that daring the last throes of the insurrectionary, or more properly speaking, general-pillage, move- 
ment, through which this province hjis lately passed, so scarce wjis Opium in the Nien-fei camp, that their leader 
CuANO-TsuNO-Yii had found means to make known his wants in Tientsin, and to offer fifteen taels weight of gold for 
one tael weight of his beloved drug. The average prices here per pecul, have been for Malwa 7& 525, Patna 7h 497, 
Benares 7h 493, Persian !^ 431, Prepared Opium 7h 960, and "Hsi-tu" from 7h 300 to Tfi 400 per pecul. "Hsi-tu" 
is deser\'ing of a few words ; it is chiefly manufactured in the province of Shan-hsi, although this province also produce.s 
considerable quantities of it, and much of it is brought clandestinely into the Tientsin market ; which I am informed, 
greatly atTects the sjvle of the Foreign drug. Smoked alone, it is hot and unpleasant to the cultivated taste, and 
therefore, there is added to it an ecjual part of Persian or Bengal Opium (Patna or Benares). The price of Native 
Opium, here ninges from Th 300, !^i_320 up to 7fA 400 per pecul ; or in other words the supply is so arranged as to 
keep the price about Th 200 per pecul less, than that of Malwa Opium. My informant further adds, that a large 
quantity of Hsi-tu has been manufactured in Shansi during the past year. 

52 peculs Malwa, 5 peculs Patna, and 7.80 peculs Turkey, valued at fh 32,894, not included in the above 
table, were re-exported in 1868. 

WOOLLENS. 



Description of Goods. 



Camlets, Engli.sh, 

„ Dutch, 

„ Imitation and Bombazettes, .. 
Lastings, 

„ Imitiition, 

„ Crape 

Spanish Stripes, 

„ „ Inferior 

All other kinds of Woollen and f 

Woollen and Cotton Mixtures,.... ) 



1861. 



Pieces. 

2,775 
200 

70 
4.472 



1,725 



8,861 



1862. 



1863. 



Pu'ces. 
3,991 



657 

50 
2,983 

■ • • 

4,265 



Pieces. 

2,932 

4,000 

120 

6 so 

1,464 

80 

904 

• • ■ 

3,744 



1864. 


. 1865. 


Pieces. 


Pieces. 


4,661 


10,297 


• • • 

990 


• ■ • 

i,g88 


2.322 


2,648 


8,983 


9,401 


• • • 


40 


6,743 


5^552 


• « ■ 


73^ 


4,420 


41,447 



1866. 



Pieces. 

11,649 

60 

1,689 

5-239 

6.335 

11.579 

3'794 

879 

60,403 



1867. 


1868. 


Pieces. 


Pieces. 


10,667 


15021 


80 


552 


650 


552 


3,719 


5,052 


3'244 


1,200 


11,580 


1432 


3,500 


6,639 


240 


13 


70,680 


76,301 



Values 1865, 1866, 1867, and 1868, 7h 686,997,— Tfe 864,324,-721 787,515,— Tfc 705,423 



ip^«^> 



The 



The above table will show nt a glanci 
since ibe jeax 1861. Ou the total irapiulation 
thowu, oa campnred wilb 1867. The nrticIeB mo 
Stripes, and Woollen luid Cotton Mixtures, such 1 



; the importation of English and other Western manufactured Woollens, 
in 1868 of the various denoniioatioos, an increase of piece* 2.912 is 
it in demimd were English CnmleU, Lastings, Crape Liiatings, Spanish 
IS Lustres. 5,428 pieces Woollens valued at Jb 3ji528 were re-exported 



The importation at Tientsin of Russian Woollens, overland via Kiachtn, for removal coastwise to Shanghai and 
Hiinkow, has during the past year entirely ceased; owiu);, I am informed, to a. bod bnrvcat in 1867, which caused the 
price of fodder for the aniiniils engaged in transporting merchandize from Russia in Europe, to be so high, and conse- 
<|ueiitly 90 iucreaaed the chnrges for conveyance, tirnt it was found necessary to send these goods by sea to Shanghai. 
This trade has fluctu.ited extraordmarily; in 1862 it was valued at about 'Jh 4,000, in 1863 at 7h 93,000, in 1865 
at 'fb. 420, in 1S66 At 'Ht 34,000, in 1S67 at Th 45,000, in 1868 at nuthingi and now the Russian merchante here aay thai 
they etpect the importations of the present year i86g, via Kiachto, to be larger than they have ever been before, 
METALS. 



DESCRirTiOK. 


1861. 


1862. 


1B63. 


1S64. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 




PeniU. 

4MO-89 
IZ0.08 


36 
34338 
I,87333 

184-30 
84 

1,81 7. 7" 


I,735.53 

1.43946 
715.30 

86!78 
2,101.26 


PkuU. 
5,802.07 

221,87 
4,032.10 

411.17 

7646 
157-50 
70.3s 


FkuU. 

13,192.04 

237.06 

4,049.26 

3fi77'39 

17.42 
1,284.40 
2,110.61 


Pcr«U. 

S.' 73-29 

84.91 

5.385-33 

344 55 

5.83 

864!o3 
1,243-80 
987.65 


PkuU. 
3,302.05 

187.23 

3.637-84 

733.90 

465.50 

1,130.47 
1,925-68 
439.28 


Pf^tU. 
5.133-67 

8,624,60 
2.290.64 
i,9»-49 

3.591-67 


Quicltsilver, 


Steel,* Native and Foreign... 


Iron, Nail Rod and Bar, 




Copper,* Native and Foreign. 





j.Ssj.n 



The total importation of Foreign Metals as will be seen by the preceding table is peculs 15,573, valued a 
^ 118,737, against pecula 6,235, valued s.t 71i 53.4ii imparted during the year 1867. The increase isshewn in th 
items Lead, Steel, Tin Plates, NaJl Rod Iron, and Copper. But the trade in these commodities is so insignificant as t 
render special observations unnecessary. 

12.25 peculs Quicksilver, not included in the above table, were re-exported in iS63. 

MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS OF FOREIGN ORIGIN. 



Sugar, Brown, PtcaU 

„ White „ 

Needles Pitftl 

Seaweed, ist Quality, PtettU 

., 2nd „ „ 

Betel Nuts, 

Matches, Cro«i 

filasa Wiij^w, Boza 

Isinglass, PtctiU 

Camphor, » „ 

Tea, Japan, 

Sharks' Fins, While, „ 

,. Black, „ 

BichodeMnr, Black „ 

White, „ 

Pepper, Black „ 

„ White, „ 

Wood, Sapan „ 





38,767-36 




ir, 110.18 




22.S0 


,227.000 








6,962.42 


8,358-36 


5.371 -08 


8.678.33 




82,617 


1.382 


6,852 


412.97 


709.84 






4,553-17 


4.334-63 


19743 


332.46 


300-27 


267.25 


153.46 


320,08 








1,388.07 


25.61 




5.983-59 


3.224.11 


67.614.67 


S,oio 
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ies supplied by 
tin. 



t of Conveyance 
rchandize. 



T*ai Ku Hsien, 
T'ai Yuan Fu, 
P'ing Yang Fu, 
P*u Chou Fu, 

Chang Te Fu, 
Huai Ching Fu, 

Liu Ch*ing Chou, 
Chi Nan Fu, 



The foregoing comparative table of some of the most important of the miscellaneous merchandize of Foreigu 
origin, imported into* Tientsin, will convey a sufficiently accurate impression of this branch of commerce, without going 
into a closer analysis. The figures are net, that is, minus the quantities Re-exported. The total vivlue of miscellaneous 
Foreign imports was 7h 759,635. 

Tientsin in addition to supplying the province of Chih-li with the foregoing imports, is the dep6t from which 
the following cities, which I have endeavoured to place in the order ^they stand in, as regards consumption, derive 
their supplies. 

In the province of Shan-Si, 
:fe # fli L« An Fu, 

-JS: M i(^ FenChouFu, 

^^ }^ Ta Thing Fu, 

W )^ ^ Shuo P'ing Fu, 

In the province of Uonan, 
^M}^ Wei Hui Fu, 

In the province of Shantung, 
1^ M :m T'ung Ch'ang Fn, M B }^ 

7^ ^m 1r* > *^^ ^^"^® ^^^ goods find their way to Hsi An Fu, 

® ^ )^' Tung Chou Fu, |^ ^ j(^, and Hsing An Fu, ^ ^ )j^, in the province of Sh^n-Si, and others 

into South-western Mongolia. 



± mm 



On the subject of the expense of conveyance of Merchandize to some of the most important of these cities, I 
am indebted to Mr. Mono an, H. B. M. Consul here, who has gone very carefully into the question, for the following 
information: — "The tmnsport of goods from Tientsin to T*ai Ku Hsien [in Shansi], owing to the different means of 
conveyence which are adopted, is effected at a considerable cost, and with no small trouble. Take, for instance, Grey 
Shirtings, which are imported here from England in bales of fifty pieces; the Shansi buyer must in the first place, for 
convenience sake, reduce the size of these bales, and accordingly he distributes every two of them into five smaller 
bales of twenty pieces each. The Shirtings thus repacked, are then conveyed by bouts up the Tzu Ya river ( called 
in the upper part of its course the Hu-to ) to the small town of Hsiao-pan, which is two days' journey from Tientsin. 
At Hsiao-pan they are loaded in large carts which carry twenty bales each, and are taken thence westward by land 
carriage to the district city of Huai-lu. This city is situated at the foot of the mountains that intervene between 
Chih-Li and Shan-Si, and here another change is requisite, as the road from Huai-lu into the latter province is 
impassible for carts. Either mules or camels therefore mast now be used for the rest of the journey to T*ai-ku, 
with the exception of the last forty or fifty miles of road, over which the goods are conveyed in smjill mule 
carts, each carrying only five bales. The distance of T*ai Ku Hsien from Tientsin by this route is about 450 miles, 
and the transit of the goods tj^kes thirteen days; viz. two by boats to Hsiao-pan, thence four by large carts to Huai- 
lu, and seven more by mules or camels and small mule carts from Huai-lu to T'ai Ku Hsien. The whole cost of 
conveyance is taels eight per small bale, which is equal to taels twenty per bale as bought at this port ; and as the 
average price of a bale of fifty pieces here is !ffe 1 15, it will be seen that more that 17 per cent of the price of the 
Shirtings in T*ai Ku Hsien, is represented by the cost of their conveyance from Tientsin." 

Mr. Monoan supplements this heavy tariff of expenses, however, by the more pleasing intelligence, that, so far 
as he has been able to ascertiiin, there is but one Customs' barrier along this route. ** where a transit duty of five caish 
** per piece, equal to 250 cfish, or not quite one-fifth of a tael per large bale, is levied upon Shirtings." To Chang-te-fu 
in Honan, 17 days' journey, and 480 miles disUmt from Tientsin, there is water communication nearly the whole way 
[ i.e. to the frontiers of Honan ] consequently the charges on Merchandize for conveyance arc greatly reduced; the same 
remarks apply to Liu Ch*iug Chou and T'ung ChSing Fu in Shuntun-^, 13 days, and 330 miles distant, from Tientsin. 

Merchandize in transit to Mongolia, is conveyed by water to T'ung Chou, near Peking, 120 miles distant from 
Tientsin, and thence on the back of mules or camels, at a very considferable cost, a further distance of 150 miles to Chang 
Ch'ia Kau on the confines of Southern Mongolia, a fourteen days' journey from Tientsin. 
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TIENTSIN. 



MUNITIONS OF WAR. 



Munitions of War, although designated by Treaties a contraband, and the importation prohibited accordingly, 
can be imported by. or at the request and for the use of, the Chinese Government, and under the above conditions the 
following have been brought to Tientsin, and passed through this Custom House: — 

Muskets and Rifles, Cavalry Carbines, Pieces 5 ,042 

Revolving Pistols and Pistols, „ 2,250 

Swords, „ 6 

Belts and Accoutrements, „ 7i54o 

Moulds and et ccteras, „ 6,562 

Gunpowder, Pkgs. 11,787 

Shells, Pieces 2,000 

Bullets, Pkgs. 400 

Percussion Caps, Pieces 11,350,000 

Cartridges, „ 1,919,100 

Rockets, Rocket Sticks, &c., „ 404 

Other munitions have been brought in by Chinese High Officials for the use of their troops, of which this office 
has not taken cognizance. 

CHINESE PRODUCE IMPORTED. 

The value of Chinese Produce and Manufactures, removed coastwise to Tientsin, was, as before stated, 
fh 4,789,841. Their name is legion, and it will be sufficient to enumerate a reasonable number of articles, in which 
the most speculation was centred. They consisted of Tea, peculs 2,235.57, valued at fh 41,917; Silk Piece Go<kIs, 
peculs 1,850.97, value Ik 1,119,856; Sugar, peculs 254,132.80, value 'fh 1,187,794; Paper, peculs 54,667.96, value fh 
155,681; Rice, peculs 263,719.81, value 7& 527,440; Wood Oil, peculs 15,186.24, value 3% 182,235; Grain, peculs 
71,356.22, value 7h 178,390; Nankeens, peculs 2,803.59, value 7h 140,180; Silk Ribbons, peculs 271.50, value 'Tfi 
70,590; Brass Buttons, peculs 1,069.82, value fh 69,004; China Ware, peculs 3,624.59, value 7h 50,680; Flower Plants, 
pieces 118,234, value Tk 41,382; Grass Cloth, peculs 877.08, value fh 40,487; Arsenic, peculs 2,055.34, value Th 20,553, 
and sundry other Goods, value Th 963,652. 

Hankow exports annually a large quantity of Tea to Siberia and Russia, through Tientsin; it is here treated Tea to siixjria and 
as a proper export to a Foreign country, in transit, and is exempt from Coast Trade Duty. Of this Tea there have been '*"'*'*'*• 
received during the past year, peculs 66,411.60, valued at 1h 797,654, against peculs 73,451.61, valued at 
fh 924,942, in 1867. 

THE DIRECT TRADE WITH ENGLAND. 

Three vessels only— the Challeyigcr, the Cymheline, and the Vigil^ arrived with cargoes, the pjvrticulars of 
which I have already given, direct from England during the past year ; and I am informed by the firm most interested 
in these shipments, that the results of their operations have, by far, exceeded their most sanguine expectations. Five 
more vessels — the Emulation^ which Siiiled from England on the 26th October, 1868, the Jrfa, which sailed the end 
of November, the Famingham, which sailed on the 15th December, the Jiehjia, which sailed on the 25th December, 
and the Eleanor, which left about the same time, are now on their way to Tientsin; and there is a probability, that 
several more vessels will arrive during the present year, 1 869. 

EXPORTS. 

Th3 value of the Chinese Produce and Manufactures exported, and removed Co.istwise to other Chinese Ports 
amounted only to Tk 946,165. The most prominent articles of this trade were Skins, and Sheep Skin Clothing', 
pieces 138,805, valued 156,842; Tobacco, peculs 8,334.33, value !/& 125,014; Medicine, peculs 18.381. 21, value 7^ 
73,124; Raw Cotton, peculs 9,698.62, value ?h 126,103; Deers* Horns, Young, pieces 3,034, value 'Ifi 75,850; Almonds, 
peculs 4,696.36, value 'Ih 61,046; Red Dates, peculs 20,893.54, value 'A 52,232; Bhick Dates, peculs 3,257.01, value 
'fh 10,420; Felt Caps, pieces 157,041, v»ilue Tk 47,"2; Liquorice, peculs 3*3'3-95, value 7k 23,196; Mushrooms, peculs 
460.18, value Ik 23,110; Dried Lily Flowers, peculs 1,398.45, value 7k 9,790; and sundry other miscellaneous Goods, 
valued at 7k 517,306. As before stjited, the Export trade has, somewhat, fallen oflf, as compured with 1867, in conse- 
quence of the disturbances lately rife in this province. The export of Riiw Cotton has decreased from peculs 136,177 in 
1866 [certainly a year of exceptional demand], to peculs 25,153.48 in 1867, and finally to peculs 9,698.62 in 1868. 

The principal cause of this decrease is, I believe, that it did not piy to send it Coastwise; compared with its caiwc of 4^or«*witt 
coat here, and the chaises incidental on removal, Indian Cotton can be bought umch cheaper. The last account sales ^^i*^^^ *'f ^^^* 
from Amoy, shew a loss on Tientsin Cotton. 

So 
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So much has been written about the Coal fields of the north of China,— and I would call attention to a late and 
very interesting aocouut of them by the Beveread T. BosiNa, pubUabed in the London and China TtlegrapK of the 24tb 
Auguat, a[id of the 8th October, iS6S, — by gentlemen far better acquainted with the subject than myself^ that it will be 
siifficieutly significant for me to lemark, that with Coal " buiatinj; out of the hills everywhere," as one of the gentlemen 
who visited described the9e districts to me, the price here, at the pieeent moment, is for the best Tit 1 2, and for an 
inferior quality Til lo per ton; and that, during iS68, oulj 8,098 peculs were tAhen out of the port by Steamer* for their 
own use. Mr. Jambs Hendbrsoh, of Tientsin, who takes an intelligent interest in the development of the voit 
niinenU wealth of this province, has favoured me with a paper on Coals and Coal Trade, which I append, and which will 
well repay perusal 

REVENUE. 

The total amount of Duties collected during the year, was Th 390,605.1.8.4, shewing a decrease of 7h 
20,693.5.4.5, when compared with the amount collected in 1367. This falling off in receipt of duties, notwiliistaodiiig 
the large increase in trade, ariaea from a much lai^r proportjon of the goods imported being covered by Exemption Cer- 
titicates than fonnerly. The numbers of these documents were in 1867— Exemption Certificates 1,908^ 1868, Eiemption 
Certificates 5,099. 

The subjoined table, will shew the amount and chantcter of the Duties paid by each Kationality, with die Num- 
ber and Tonm^ of their Vessels, during l368. 



FLAG. 


Nn. OF 

Vrs- 


Toss. 


Import 

Dl-tikb. 


Export 

DUTJBH. 


Coast Trade 
Duties. 


Opu-m Dutibb. 


TOSSAOR 

Dl-eb. 


TOTAJ 




129 
73 
66 
4 
8 
3 
5 

7 


49,024 
16,528 
35.S'9 
9-'7 
3.007 

l,020 
',13' 
300 

494 
1,127 


36.945 

8.93V 

17.664 

542 


"1 


7 

1 

5 
9 
8 
9 
4 

4 


6 
4 

5 
3 

3 
S 


TU 

16,241 

S.63r 

10,784 

48B 

J' 

217 

352 


m 
4 
6 

3 


5 


2 

i 

6 

t 
3 

6 


7& 
30.099 
1S.S73 
16,32s 
1,065 
2,720 

262 

347 

57 

1,304 


6 

8 

7 
7 
8 

5 


4 
4 

4 

3 


3 
7 

9 

5 

4 
5 


7 


100,812 

300 
"I'so 


3 
4 


° 






Tfa 

2,320 
1,301 

7 
... 

129 

*"8o 


m. 
4 

S 

3 

5 







r. 




Th 

186,418 

31,746 

159,782 

2,096 

4,16s 

834 

.jS 

340 
3,'44 

390,605 










6 














774|4 
=9i 7 
8o[|8 
283^ 








Hawaiian 








Norwegian & Swedish 

Tot-il 


1,407 


9 


3 


299 


109,077 


68,356 


- 


3 


s 


34,088 


2 


■ 


9 


68,058 


6 


° 


216,263 


7 


" 


- 


3,838 


i 



I^iieH. Ac I have much pleasure in stuting that ofFences against the Revenue laws have been so trivial, as scarcely to 

chII for observation. Isinglass, subject to a duty of six mace five candareens per pecul, wea entered as Vermicelli, 
on which the duty is one mace eight candiireens per pecul, on three occasions by a Chinese, for which he was fined four 
times the difference in the value of the duty due; and 21S bales Raw Qinger, were landed without pennit, or otherwise 
endeavoured to be smuggled, by the Chinese servants on board sif of the steamers trading at this port, and were aeiied 
and confiscated. 

The Foreign Govern- The Foreign Governments represented by Consuls here, ate — America, Holland, and Denmark, represented by 

C«n»nli'^'*"°" ^'- Meadowbi Great Britain, represented by Mr. Mohoah; North-Germany, represented by Mr. Spahs; Franco, by 

Mr. Devbna ; Russia, represented by Mr. Skatkchkoff; Sweden and Norway, represented by Mr. Moore ; and 

Portugal, by Mr. Hanna. The representatives of Great Britain, France, and Russia, only, are members <rf the Consular 

or Diplomatic Service. 

Odd Foundry. A small Gun Foundry, well provided with Foreign machinery 4Uid tools, in ita moulding, fitting, cutting, 

Blacksmith's and Curpenter'a shops, and employing about fifty Native workmen, baa been established by the 
(.'hinese Government at the Haikwan Sxu, better known as the " Treiity Joss House," being the place in which Loid 
Elgin's Treaty of 1858 was signed. The foundry is under the superiutendance of an Englishimm, Mr. Stbwabt, who is 
ripidly bringing It into good iind efficient order ; during the last few months, he has cast twelve handsome copper 
12-pouador Howitzer field pieces, each weighing about 450 pounds ; the carriages, limbers, Ac, wer« also made at the 
foundry, and those which I have seen, were turned out in a serviceable and highly creditable manner. 



17 



At Ttt-chih-bu, on the opposite Enst aide of the Pei-hfl, and distant from here about three nnd a hnlf 
mile.i, the Guvernuieiit haa commenced buitdiog a powder und percusaion aip nianufocbiry, which is niso under Eiiropenn 
supervisiou. Tlie scheme is as yet quite in its infiiijc7, und Che tniinuGiotories will not probnbly be completed and in 
working order, before the autuiuu of 1 870. According to the plana, the works are to be of cunxidentble miignilude, and 
will ocuMpj, with the internals between them anch mannfact^ries require, some two miles of ground, the whole of which 
is to be walled in. At its preaenC stn^e it la not necessnr; to comment further upon thia project. Although these iletaile 
nay be deemed out of place in a Trade Report, I mention them as another illustration of the readiness of the Chinese to 
adopt, of their own accord, European machinery and appliances. Unfortunntely the recpiiremenU of their country have 
demanded that here and elsewhere the first Bt«ps of progress in this direction should he for the production of weapons 
■ttd articles of warfare; still the introduction, by the Goirernment, of Foreign machinery, is in itaelf a gain, and it afforda 
ground tor hope, at least, thnt the plant required for Eisbioning the grim cannon may in time be the precursor of that for 
producini{ the locomotive. It will be intereatin}; to observe the effect of the increasing familiarity, with Foreign machinery 
on Chinese ingenuity. Will the Chinese workman, like his Foreign brother, seize upon the principle of the hLichinery at 
which he h working, and endeiivouc to extend or improve upon it; or will he be content day after day, to puss the 
band over the drum and Rccept the effect, without troubling himself to comprehend the principles which govern the uause 1 

In tlie spring of 1S68, Notice-boards were put up at propsr paiuta, along the banlu of the river, 
directing Junks to anchor only within their limits, and a stuff of Cliinese and Foreigners stationed on the river, to 
i^ee that these directions were carried into effect ; by which menus pnrtly, a.nd because the Southern Junks at 
KS-ku were not so numerous as during previous years, a fairway was kept, and but few, and with one fatnl exception, 
unimportant collisions have occurred between Foreign steamen and native vessels. The wooden posts erected for 
vessels to haul upon to enable them to round the sharp bends of this river, have usuiilly been stolen for firewood 
during the winter, and have hud to be repUced iu the «pring, at a considerable cost ; to obviate this inconvenience and 
expense, I am about to substitute stone posts for them. In several places I observa that the swell of passing steamers 
has washed away the bank of the river, and what was once ft curt road ls now a narrow pathway. 

TAKU. 

The Customs' officers' station here, is three miles from the anchorage, therefore beyond visiting the shipping once 
a day, the Tide-Surveyor can exercise but little supervision over vesssis, und it will be necessary sooner or later U) build 
on a suitable spot more convenient to the anchorage. 

The difficulty of the npproach to T.Lku is. with reference to a direct trade with Gnghtnd, a question of 
St to mtny here, and I have attentively listened to various schemes for deepening und widening the shallow 
and narrow channel across the Bjir ; the most feasible being by dredging. There are difficultira to be encountered, 
doahtleas, and perhaps the most formidable one would be found to be, that the tides, as a general rule, set at nearly right 
angles with the channel, the flood running to the Southward, and the ebb to the Northward, Still, beeping in view the 
great works of this nature that have been accomplished in our own countries, there is no reason to apprehend fitilure here, 
provided the serious obstacle, cost, were once overcome. I append to this report, a Repster of Tides and Winds, shewing 
the depth of water on the Bar, daily, during the year 186S, compiled by Captain Haitcoce. Harbour Mjister; which may, 
as no record of this kind has been heretofore kept, prove of some service to shipping. Captivin Hani'ock is of opinion 
th;it Trtku offers peBulior facilities for Mileorolo^jiciil survey, and requests that he may be supplied with tlie requisite 
s for keeping a journal in the manner prescribed by Lieut. Maobi', aud recommended by the Board of Trade. 






I expressed my views as to the necessity for a Light-ship, or 
'ircular No, 2a of 1S6S names this spot as one of those selected ' 



In my deapatch of 22nd August last, No. 
Light House OQ the Sha-luey-tieu shoals; and as yo 
for Lighting, no further observations are necesanry. 

Since writing this report, I have received from Mr, Dick, a copy of his Trade Report for 1867, by which 
I see that many of the subject! I have commented upju, hikve already had atteutiou directed to them, by him. 




I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 



To Robert Hart, Esquire, 

Jrupector General 0/ CmIoou, 
fKKlNG. 



Your obedient Servant, 

GEO. HUGHES, 

Ctraimisaiontr of Ouitonw. 
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COALS AND COAL TRADE, TIENTSIN, i868. 

" The year i868, though highly favouriible^to the cultivation of grain and other crops in the North, has not 
been favourable to the development of the Coal Trade. The small quantity of Chai-tang Coal which has been brought 
do>\Ti, has borne out the hij^h praise given it, at first, for steam and bouse use. Coals from the district of country 
situated between the Lau-ho and Pe-tang fio, have also been brought down in small quantities and these though good 
of their kind, still bear the relative value to the Chaitang Coal, as expressed by Lieutenant Hawarth, of II. M. Gunboiit 
U^rasel, in Mr. J. McL. M. Bhowk's report on Northern Coal in 1862. For full report see Blue Book, China No. 3, 1864. 
Mr. Bnowx writes—* I may add that since my return to Peking. I have received a short note from Lieut. Hawarth, in 

* which he states that since his return he has tried the Lau-ho Coal, and fiiids it to be, though of very fair quality, still 

* much inferior to the Chaitang Coal, and that the latter though much dearer and more difficult to obtain, is worth all 
' the difference in price and trouble. The above report is fully borne out by experience on board the steamers. The 

* following extract from a report by Mr. Meade, Shanghai, on the value of Northern Coal for Gas making, may prove 

* interesting. The Chaitang Bituminous Coal was the best of live samples. 
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" * Average Newcastle Coal produces 10,000 ft. Gas, 1,400 tt) Coke, ;oo lb Tar, 100 ft) Water, Sp. Gravity of 
' Coal, about 1.25, volatile matter about 30 %. Sydney CoiU (Wallseud) Sp. Gravity 1,276, volatile matter 36.66. 
* American Anthracite volatile matter 5. 

*' 1 have just returned (February* 1869) from a visit to the Coal field situated about 240 li N.N.E. of Peking, 
at Ku-t7Ai-fang, within a few miles, and to the east of the Great Wall, and about 40 li North of the Peiho. The Great Wall 
here, and in many other places hjis no existence save on the maps. A few squai'e towers shew where it may have been, 
although there are no traces of it. The Coal here is Bituminous, and in the greatest abundance, and may be seen 
cropping out of every hill side; it would seem to be better adapted for G.us making than the Chaitang Coal, as several pieces 
I sjiw at the pit's month, had about three-fourths of an inch of Cannel Coal adhering to the Bituminous portion of the 
jnece ; the pit fit present open is on the highest part of the Coal field, and the seam only about two feet thick; in 
some other parts the seam is s lid to be from seven to eight feet thick. About seventy pits have been opened in all, but 
have been abandoned for various reasons, principally on account of the accumulation of water. Only one pit is open at 
present. Notwithstanding the proximity of these mines to the Peiho, I fear they cannot be made available to any extent 
at present ; the Peiho not being navigable, and the paths, over numerous mountains, being only fit for mules. 
According to the account of the owner of these mines, he is only permitted to work them upon condition that the Cod!8 
are required by Foreigners. Foreigners had certainly to interfere lately on his behalf, ere he was fiUowed to work 
them. The knowledge that gold and silver exist in this locjility, and in several other places in this district, may have 
ha<l somethin:' to do with this. This district will no doubt soon become better known. 



" I was 
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" I was prevented by a severe cold from visiting the Lau-ho mines, as I had intended, but, fortunately, a mine- 
" owner ^m that district has just been here, and gives me the following account of mining operations there. The mines 
" are situated on the plain, close to the base of the mountains; the shafts are perpendicular, and sometimes sunk to a depth 
** of 240 feet; this is considered a deep one. The mine they are at present at work in, is 170 feet deep; in sinking for 
" about 140 feet they meet only with earth, the next 30 feet is through a hard limestone; after this comes the seam of 
*' Coal, which is here about an average of 8 feet in thickness. A second shaft is sunk about 70 feet from the first one ; 
" this second one being used as a well, into which the water runs from the Coal shaft and galleries, and by it the water ^., 
" is brought up, in buckets, by means of a windlass, to the surface ; about one-half the men employed at the mine, are 
" required to keep it free of water. From the Coal shiift, the Coal is worked in all directions for a distance of about 300 
" feet; the Coal being here exhausted, the mine is abandoned, and a new one opened, close to where they had left a good 
" seam in the old mine; they do not try to go below the first seam of Coal, as they have no means of getting out the water. 
" The men descend the Coal shaft in baskets : they are unable to work in the mines during pivrt of the fourth, and 
" the whole of the fifth and sixth months, on account of the great he^it in the mines. Coal is found all over the whole 
" of this vast district, and in the plain could be easily worked by machinery, but the quality of the Coal so far as known 
** at present offers little inducement to try and get them so worked; the plain, also, after a few days rain, is sometimes 
** imp.issible for carts for weeks. The whole country from 39° to 42° North Latitude and 1 12° to 124° Eist Longitude 
" would seem to conttiin an inexhaustible supply of Coal, of every description. And in no place is it more abundant, 
" than in the district to the West and South-west of Peking, where may be found the common Anthracite for house 
** use, and the best Anthracite and Bituminous Coal for steam purposes. 

" There is only one way by which a cart, tram, or rail road can be made, to the mines west of Peking, namely 
" by Yang- fang, to the North-west of Peking. A short line of Rail on level ground could easily connect the Fang Shan 
" and Men-t'eu-k'eu min&s with the mainline about Peking. During 1868, the route by Lu-li-h6 or Pei-k6-h6 in the 
" Fang Shan district, was tried for bringing Coal doWn from Chaitang to Tientsin. Unfortunately the he*vvy rains caused 
" the bursting of the banks of sevenil of the rivers, the water flowing over the whole country; about two million mow of 
*' cultivated land being by this under water, the raised farmsteads appearing like so many islets in an inland sea, having 
*' no means of communicivting with each other except by boats, many of which were sailing over the vjist expanse. At 
" the same tune there was in some parts of the river only four inches of water, thus preventing the Coal being got down ; 
" and as it is by this river that the common anthracite for house use from the Fang Shan district comes down, the price 
" rose from 900 cash per pecul, the usual rate, to 1,200 Ciish. Although this state of atiairs was well known to the Chinese 
" officials, they took no steps to apply a remedy. Since Mr. Dick wrote his full and able report on the Trade of Tientsin 
" for 1866, the subject of Coal and Coal mining have not been allowed to drop out of sight. The Steam-boat Companies 
" and others connected with steamers frequenting Tientsin have seen the great advantage it would be to them in many 
" ways to have a full supply of good Coal here, and H. E. Sir Rutherford Alcock, Dr. Williams, Mr. Hart, and 
" since his arrival here H. E. Mr. Ross Brown, have all tiiken up the matter with spirit, and endeavoured to obtain from 
the Tsung-li Yamen permission to open the mines to Foreign machinery, and to get a good road made to the mines, as 
yet unfortunately without success. For want of a road, C-haitang Coal costing at the mine five candareens per pecnl, has 
** been selling at Peking during winter at seven mace per pecul, or 14 times the price at the mines, only about 50 miles 
" distant. We must hope that at the approaching revision of the treaty we will be gnmted the desire<l boon of good roads, 
" and permission to introduce foreign machinery at the mines. It will not be the fault of the mine-owners if this permission 
** is not granted, as one and all of them whom I have seen profess to be desirous of having machinery introduced." 
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WATER ON THE BAR for 1868. 
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12.6 


N. E. 


12.0 


KbyN.toN.R 


14.6 


E. by N. 


136 


S.W. 


15.6 


S. E. 


26 


1 1.6 


W. by S. 
S. W. 


12.0 


N. to N. E. 


II.O 


Var. 


13.6 


£. to S. E. 


17.0 


E. N. E. 


14.0 


East 


27 


11.6 


13.0 


W. to N. W. 


1 1.6 


W.S.W.toN.W. 


136 


£. to S. £. 


14.6 


N. toE. 


12.0 


Var. 


28 


II.O 


S. E. 


13.6 


S.W. 


12.0 


N. W. 


13.6 


S. W. to S. E. 


13.0 


S. to S. E. 


12.0 


Rist 


29 


13.6 


S. E. 


14.6 


Var. 


130 


N. W. to S. E. 


136 


Var. 


13.0 


S. E. to E. 


12.6 


F4ISt 


30 


12.0 


Var. 






14.0 


S. S. W. to S. E. 


12.6 


Var. . 


12.6 


N.E. 


11.6 


Var. 


31 


14.0 


Var. 






130 


S. W. to S. E. 




• 


11.0 


N. W. to N. E. 






Hif^hest Tide 14.6] 


• 
14.6) 


15.6) 


14.6) 


17.0 


) 


15.6 


) 


Lowest „ 9.0 > 


10.6 V 


9.6 [ 


1 0.0 > 


lO.O 


\ 


10.6 


> 


Mean „ ii .0 ) 


12.0 ) 


II.O ) 


12.0 ) 


12.0 




130 


) 



WATER 



TIENTSIN. 
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WATER ON THE BAR for 1868. 



JULT. 


August. 


• 

September. 


October. 


November. 


December. 


Dale, 


Water, 


Wind. 


Water. 


Wind. 


Water. 


Wind. 


Water. 


Wind. 


Wafer. 


Wind. 


If ater. 


Wind. 




ft. in. 




ft. in. 




ft. in. 




ft. in. 




ft. in. 




ft. in. 




I 


13.6 


East 


13.6 


Ea.st 


153 


N. E 


14.0 


East 


12.0 


N. W. to W. 


8.6 


N. W. 


2 


13.0 


E. by N. 


14.6 


S. E. 


16.0 


E. N. E. 


12.0 


Var. 


13.0 


N. E. . 


10.0 


North 


3 


130 


East 


15.0 


East 


14.6 


N. N. E. 


12.6 


Var. 


12.0 


East 


II.O 


N. W. 


4 


14.0 


East 


15.0 


S. E. 


13.6 


W. N. \V. 


13-6 


W. to S. 


12.6 


Var. 


12.0 


S. W. 


5 


13.0 


S. E. 


14.0 


S. E. 


12.6 


W. S. W. 


13-6 


South 


II.O 


Var. 


II.O 


S. E. 


6 


14.0 


S. E. to S. 


14.0 


S. E. 


12.6 


. S. W. 


12.6 


S. W. 


13.0 


E. to N. E. 


1 0.0 


Var. 


7 


14.6 


S. W. to S. E. 


15.0 


Var. 


13.0 


N. E. 


12.6 


South 


1 1.6 


South 


12.0 


E. S. £. 


8 


15.0 


Var. 


12.0 


Var. 


1 1.6 


N. W. 


12.0 


s. s. w. 


12.0 


S. W. 


13.0 


E. by N. 


9 


14.0 


N. E. to S. E. 


12.6 


South 


12.0 


S. W. 


12.0 


S. to S. E. 


1 0.0 


Var. 


13.6 


East 


10 


14.6 


East 


12.0 


S. W. 


12.0 


N. E. to E. 


12.6 


Var. 


12.0 


S. S. sL. 


14.0 


East 


II 


13.0 E. byN.toS.E. 


II.O 


Var. 


II. 6 


N. to N. W. 


12.0 


N. E. to E. 


16.0 


E. N. E. 


12.6 


East 


12 


12.0 S. S. W.toS. E. 


ii.6 


S. W. to S. 


10.6 


N. W. 


1 1. 6-. 


S. to S. E. 


1 1.6 


N. W. 


10.6 


North 


»3 


12.0 


S. E. 


II.O 


Var. 


II.O 


Var. 


15.0 


N.-E. 


8.0 


N. W. 


12.0 


East 


14 


11.6 


S. E. to W. 


12.0 


S. E. 


130 


N. E. 


10.6 


N. to N. W. 


13.0 


N. E. 


10.6 


S. by W. 


IS 


12.6 


E. bv S. to S. E. 


14.0 


S. E. 


14.6 


N. E. 


1 0.0 


N. W. 


14.0 


East 


II.O 


Var. 


16 


12.0 


Var. 


15.0 


East 


14.0 


N.N.E toN.E. 


12.6 


N. W. 


13.0 


N. E. 


1 1.6 


N. E. to R 


17 


13.0 


East 


14.0 


S. E. 


14.6 


E::sf 


II.O 


Var. 


13.0 


N. E. 


1 0.0 


W. to N. W. 


18 


14.0 


N. E. to E. 


15.0 


S. E. 


15.0 


N. E. 


12.0 


N. E. 


18.0 


N. E. 


9.6 


Var. 


19 


15.6 


N. E. 


14.6 


N. E. 


15.6 


N. N. E. 


1 1.6 


North 


12.0 


Var. 


1 0.0 


Var. 


20 


15.0 


N. E. 


15.0 


E. N. E. 


13.0 


Eiist 


12.0 


South 


130 


N. E. 


10.6 


South 


21 


15.0 


Var. 


15.6 


N. N. E. 


140 


E:ist 


12.6 


S. to S. E. 


12.0 


N. E. to E. N. E. 


1 1.6 


N. W. 


22 


15.0 


S. E. 


14.0 


N. E. 


12.6 


S. W. 


16.0 


N. E. 


10.6 


W. to N. W. 


12.6 


N. E. to S. R 


23 


15.0 


E.N. E. 


130 


Var. 


12.6 


East 


1 0.0 


N. W. 


8.6 


N. W. 


II.O 


Var. 


24 


14.6 


EaAt 


12,6 


N. W. 


12.6 


Var. 


9.6 


Var. 


1 0.0 


N. W. 


II.O 


South 


25 


14.0 


N. E. 


12.0 


N. W. 


II.O 


N. to E. 


II.O 


South 


12.0 


N. E. 


II.O 


N. W. to N. 


26 


12.6 


W.toS. W. 


II.O 


N. W. 


10.6 


West 


II 


W. S W. 


9.6 


Var. 


10.6 


N. R 


27 


10.6 


South 


1 1.6 


N. W. 


1 1.6 


P^ast 


12.0 


W. to N. W. 


1 0.0 


Var. 


12.0 


N. R 


28 


12.0 


S. E. 


1 0.0 


N. W. 


12.0 


Var. 


10.0 


N. to N. W. 


12.0 


N. E. 


12.0 


N. W. 


29 


12.0 


Var. 


13.0 


East 


130 


East 


12.6 


N. W. 


no 


Var. 


9.0 


N. W. 


30 


12.6 


East 


14.0 


EriSt . 


13.0 


N. R 


13.0 


N. W. 


II.O 


Var. 


9.6 


N. W. 


31 


130 


K-lRt 


14.6 


Rnst' 


• 




12.0 


s. w. 






9.0 


N. W. 


1 1 
Highest Tide 15.6) 


15.6 


) 


16.0^ 


1 


16.0 


) 


18.0 


) 


14.0 


) 


Lowest „ 10.6 > 


10.0 


> 


10.6 


\ 


9.6 


> 


8.0 


> 


8.6 


\ 


Mean „ 1 3.6 ) 


12.0 




12.0 


' 


12.0 


) 


II.O 


) 


lO.O 


) 



CHEFOO TRADE REPORT, 



FOB THE YEAB 1868. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 
CHEFOO, 318T Januart, 1869. 

SIR,— The returns of the trade of this port for the year 1 868, have fully verified the expectations entertiiined 
at the date of the preceding yearly report, in regard to the favorable reaction likely to ensue on the expulsion of the 
rebels, and the reopening of communication with the capital; and I have much satisfaction in being able to record a 
considerable increase in the number and tonnage of Vessels visiting the port, in the Total Value of the Trade, and in 
the Revenue, as compared with 1867. 

The aggregate number and tonnage of Vessels entered and cleared is hereunder stated in compainson with the 
return of the previous year: — 



YeaI 


Entered. 


Cleared. 


No. of 
Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


No. of 
Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


1868, 


548 
447 


- 

210,572 
160,620 


543 
457 


209,988 
164,317 


1867, 





Of the 548 Vessels entered, 124 were American, 219 British, 4 Danish, 8 Dutch, 10 French, 136 North-German, 
5 Norwegian, and 42 Siamese. 

The Total Value of the Trade last year amounted to Th. 8,540,912, being greater by Jh 2,275,539, than during 
1867, as is shown in the following Comparative Statement: — 

IMPORTS. 



• 

Value of Foreign Goods imported, less Re-exports and ) 
exclusive of Treasure \ 

Value of Chinese Produce imported, less Re-exports ) 
and exclusive of Treasure ( 


1867. 


1868. 


7h 
3,203,188 

1,494,416 


7^ ^ 
4,662,641 

2,352,454 


Total Tti 


4,697,604 


7,015,095 



EXPORTS. 



Value of Chinese Produce exported to Foreign Countries, 
Value of Chinese Produce exported to Chinese Ports, 

Totnl 7h 


■ 

1867. 


1868. 


191,294 
1,376,475 


125,701 
1,400,116 


1,567,769 


1,525,817 
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TRADE REPORT. 



Tbe above figures shoir, that the net Tttlue of Foreign Import* alone almost equalled that of the whole Import 
trade of the prevtoiia year, and an incraaee of more than 50 per cent in the value of Chinese Produce imported. A refer- 
ence to the Bubjoiued comparative table Till show tbe priucipal articles, which have combined to swell the value of 
the Import tnide:^ 



Descriptios of Goods. 


1867. 


1863. 


Betel Nuta 


PkuU 


1,201.25 
298.22 

3.258 
260. T2 

13.218 
S.650 

5.45° 
1.450 

•'■Hi 

6,3 

15,348 

165,005 
13.529 

i2.89'l 
58.130 
i5,8B4 

190 

4.700 
1,595-26 

193-70 

100,000 

597-71 
247 
13,207 

i.S°o-35 
5,6ijl,oi 
417,48 
68,88 
1,53805 
1,051.14 
36,284,000 

864.92 

2,828.89 

45,60 

95.98 

3-31 

5,099.06 

30,731,70 

2,160.50 

881.15 

5.294-65 

22.223-74 

56,168.82 

435-11 

37-91 

125,169,87 

5.196-37 

44,225.64 


3,805.40 
3S7.14 
4.929 
3,3^^2.29 

25,234 
1,320 
2,292 

1.41S 

2,289 

'3,523 

S42,o,8 

• 24.471 

13.250 

219.B04 

17,804 

1,501 

1 85 .900 
513.(6 
40.87 
239,000 
5S8.19 
602.76 
33.61 1 
14.895.64 
16,932.16 
4.128.17 
58,07 
4,471,20 
. 395.17 
105,483,000 
■,924 
3.240,10 
73-20 
So-SS 
7 

3-60 

8,740,32 

63,165.62 

4.39413 

2, 105 -3 7 

9.428,10 

24.100,95 

56,243=5 

448,24 

4745 

240.602, 1 5 

8,860, 11 

104,608,91 


Coiil, .' 


Ton4 

i-tcaU 


Cotton Pibcb Goods:— 

BrociLdes, Dved, 

„ Vihlu- 


Pw« 


Chinlies 

Damaeks „ 

Drilla, .... 


Fustiana 


: , 


Jeans, 


Pi^et 


„"'^' ^! 's^i^ :: :;:::::::::: ;; 

Grey, 

While „ 

„ Spotted „ 

T-Cloth „ 

Turkey lied OlolU, „ 


Vetvoteena. 

Glass, Wiudow, 


Sq. Fat 


„ ., Fine, 

HempBngs, 

Indigo. Dry 


Z'.'.'.'.'..'.'.'^ Fi"ru 
Ptnil, 


M«tchC8 


Oro't 


„ Nii.l Bud 


Leiid „ 


Htee] 




Needles, 

01l.,Wood 


Pi«« 

PccuU 


Bemirea, 


„ Patna 

„ Persian, , 

., Prepared. „ 

Pnper, ist Quality, 

„ 2nd , „ 

Pi-pper. Block, „ 


Rice „ 








Sugar, Brown , 

„ Candy „ 

„ White „ 



CHEFOO. 
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Description ov Goods. 



Tobacco, Prepared, .^ PeeuU 

Tunueric, „ 

Wood, Sapan, „ 

Woollens: — 

Camlets, Pieees 

„ Imitation, „ 

Crape, „ 

Lasting, „ 

Long Ells, „ 

Lustres, „ 

Orleans, Fijpired, „ 

Spanish Stripes, „ 

Woollen & Cotton Mixtures, „ 



1867. 



1868. 



416.74 


1,807 


1,552.01 


4,654.67 


10,850.62 


14,163.13 


1,814 


3,028 


150 


950 


120 


430 


700 


964 


920 


1,401 


20,520 


34,407 


3.700 


4,512 


589 


2,384 


2,230 


2,020 



The most remarkable increase is to be observed in Cotton Piece Goods, more especially Grey and Wliite 
Shirtin(:;s and 7-Cloths; the importation of these goods being 549,629 pieces in excess of 1867^ in which year the import 
wjis also larger than during any previous one. 

The great improvement in this branch of the trade is no doubt mainly owing to the low prices at which 
importers have disposed of their goods, as compared with former years. 

In 1866, for instance. Grey Shirtings sold here from fh 4to 7h 2.90; in 1867, from !% 3 to ?& 2.50; whilst 
ill 1 868 prices nmged from !/& 2.50 to Tfe 2.20. 

At such low rates Foreign Cotton Goods can compete with those of Native manufacture, and are moreover 
able to bear the expense of transport to a grciiter distance into the interior. 

The trade in British manufactures direct between England and this port mentioned in the report of 1867 as 
having commenced, has been continued to a modernte extent. 

During the past year the ChaUenger^ CymheHne, Eleanor IVoody and fujiK ftH came direct from England with 
Cotton, and other fabrics, for Chefoo an(^ Tientsin, and their cargoes met with a ready and remunerative sale. 

The Excelsior J CotherstotUf and Cruswellf also came direct with Coal and Iron, as also the Foldin and Hatjna 
with Coal only. 

As sevenvl other vessels are either already on the way, or known to be coming, it is to be inferred that the 
result of the first year's operations htis fully realized the expectations of those interested, and warrants a continuation 
and extension of the tnide. 

From the report of those engaged in the business here, it would appear to be fairly estiiblished ; and it is 
expected that the quantity of goods likely to be shipped direct during the current year, will be double that of 1868. 

The import of Foreign Iron and Lead is distinguished by a considerable increase. 

In 1867, 7,191 peculs of Bar and Nail Rod Iron were imported ; during the past year the quantity amounted 
to 31,827 peculs. 

Lead shows even a proportionately larger increase; the import having been 4,128 peculs, against 417 peculs 
in 1867. 

On the other hand Tin and Quicksilver show a decrease. 

Opium shows an excess of 400 peculs over the import in 1867. Of the 3,370 peculs imported 3,240 ch«*stK 
were Malwa. Neither Patim nor Benares are consumed by the N:itives of this place, and are saleable only with difftcuU v. 

Hitherto the drug has been liable to a tax amounting to 30 taels a pecul over and above the Import Tariff 

D'lty. Ofthissura2i taels were on account of the Old Custom House Duty (Hj |I| ^^), and 9 taels for the 

Li-kin. (gf^) 

On the 1st of the nth moon ( 14th December) the tax was reduced to eighteen taels six mace, divided .»« 
follows, viz :— ten taels five mace for the Old Custom House Duty, four tiiels five mace for the Li-kin ; the balance of 

three taels six mace being detained by an Office (called the y± s& ^^ flg 4V Jyf ) lately established for the 
collection of the tax. 

An increased import is expected to follow on thut reduction. 
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TRADE REPORT. 



The trade in Russian Seaweed throughout the past year has been very dull. 

The importation of the article nevertheless compares favorably with that of the previous twelve months. 

The remaining articles in the above table, showing a marked increase in the quantities imported as compared 
with any previous year since 1864, are Matches, Needles, Japan Seaweed, Paper, Sugar, and Isinglass. 

From the statement at the commencement of this Report it would appear that a falling off in the Export trade 
h:i(i tiiken place; such, however, is not the aise ; the decrease in the value, as compared with 1867, is attributable to the 
lower valuations taken as representing the average prices ruling throughout the past year. 

On reference to the annexed table it will be seen, that although the export of Peas was less by ioo,cxx> peculs, 
a very considerable increase is apparent in the shipment of most of the principal articles enumerated. 



Description of Goods. 



Bean Cakes, Chefoo, Pee^ih 

Caps, Felt, Pieces 

Cotton, Peculs 

Dates, Black, „ 

„ Ked, yy 

Fish, Salt, „ 

Fniits, Fresh, „ 

Fungus, „ 

Ginseng, Corean, ist Quality, „ 

>» »» 2DCI „ „ 

„ Native, „ 

Hats, Straw, ... Pieces 

Lily Flowers, Peculs 

Liquorice, „ 

Medicine, „ 

Oil, Bean, „ 

Peas, „ 

Persimmons, Dried, „ 

Prawns, „ 

Silk, Pongees, „ 

„ Wild, Raw, „ 

„ Yellow, „ 

Straw Braid, „ 

Tobacco, Prepared, „ 

Vermicelli, „ 

Walnuts, „ 



1867. 



1868. 



390,804.06 


630,206.78 


14,582 


31,400 


2,914.04 


1,018.57 


8,862.34 


22,838.72 


11,044.04 


9J23.16 


2,225.39 


1,884.49 


2,692.91 


3,070.13 


139-71 


142.41 


15.88 


13.65 


6.87 


9.76 


31-57 


12.13 


82,504 


391*306 


1,371.24 


3,334.16 


1*5 13-62 


5,291.13 


6,875.50 


9,940.73 


5496.74 


857.50 


418,016.18 


318,201.22 


2,106.07 


2,337.70 


3,516.96 


5,085.25 


728.44 


690.34 


25.54 


6.32 


3.66 


289.25 


1,463.80 


1,772.87 


526.48 


331.29 


42,474.83 


46,036.16 


1,116.37 


3.982.13 



For the first time since the opening of the port Yellow Silk figures as an article of export worth notice. Though 
only procurable in small lots, the total quantity shipped amoimted to nearly 300 peculs; and when it is generally known 
to tlie producers, that Silk of good quality will always command a ready sale, larger quantities will, no doubt, be 
lirought into the market, and there is a fair prospect of this becoming — as it is quite capable of being — a large Silk 
exporting district 

The Import ■ and ^Export of Treasure compares, as follows, with the amounts reported during the previous 
twelve months: — 

Import. Export. 



1868, : 7h 325,874 

1867, „ 321,399 



a 4,195,728 

„ 1,628,612 



The 



The totiil Bevenne nmounted to Hitikwiin Th 384,363.2.1.6, exceeding the collection during 1867 bj Hiiikwnn 
Tft 4S.452'-o-6. 

The following table will show the proportion of Duties collected uuder each flag: — 



Flag. 


Dv-nen. 


Ame- 


li. 7tL 

78,733 
106,874 

1,64s 
2,371 

4,256 

6o,o8g 

8«4 

29.S08 


VI. 

3 
3 

6 

S 
5 
3 


I 
I 

i 

2 

8 


1 
6 
S 

1 

6 

1 




DftnUh, 


Dutch 










Total, H,m 


284,363 


^ 


' 


6 



The Dewlj appointed Superintendent of Customs Lin Ta Shan ^J ^B S arrived here on the 23th August, 
and on the 30th ( 15 th of the 8th moon), took over the seiiU of office from Pan Hubi, the lute Taotoi, who had bo ably 
iidniiuiNtered tlie duties of the post for a period of more than five jenrs. 

His Excellency Lid evinces every desire to follow in his footsteps, and to cultivate those friendly relations with 
Foreign officials, the maintenance of which so umteriBlly contributed to the successful career of his predecessor. 

The excitement, which prevailed to a greater or less extent throughout l:iBt year, in consequence of the 
fxairgerated reporta of the discovery of gold in the immedinte vicinity of this port, has gradually ftbnted; and the utter 
disappointment— experienced by those who were induced to try their fortune, by the glowing accounts of the prospects 
of mining, contributed to, and commented on, by the local papers — will, it may be hoped, deter others from renewing the 
attempt to engage in this illpgal occupation. 

That disorder and consequent interruption to Intimate trade would have followed, had success attended the 
operations of the miners, there is hut little doubt; and their complete failure must therefore be a source of congratulation 
to .'dl who sincerely desire to witness a. steady development of the trade of this port. 



I have the honour to be. 



Six, 
Your most obedient Servant, 



F. E WEIGHT, 

Communonfr of Ourionu. 



To Robert Hart, Esquire, 

Inipeclor General of Ciutomt, 
PEKING. 



KIUKIANG TRADE REPORT. 



FOR THE YEAR 1868. 



!S OUT Returns for 1 868, with the object of learning whether, In the norlheni hiilf iif KinDfrvi 
nnd the smuU portion of Nganhwei, of which they partially iniliiaile the tmde, the aoil hnn or has not heen as inilHi^- 
triously tilled, the seiuon ss propitious, the toil of the huahamlmati nntl of the maniifuctiirer na well rew;l^le<l. unil (he 
iiilerchange of coinmo<lities an uctive ns in fortiier yeiirs, the evidence of at least a steiidy proMperity will he ap(mreiil. 
There are souie whom interest, ami iitheri! unfortunately whom diaappointment and loss, hiive led to pconoiinve this poit 
a " fkiliire " ; but they are few in nnjnber, und their standpoint is n mtrrow one. If the Retitnis now to be reviewed be 
regarded from the point of view of the producers, rnHnufactarera, carriara, and dealers occapyioK the forty or fifty iJioii- 
snud square mile« uf territory of which Kiukian^ is but the oatlet and inlet, the point of view of the millions of Tea nnil 
Hemp growers— Paper and (ifuss Cloth makers, and merchants— Chinene— who aim U eell iis much and as profitably im 
pu^ibio. we abiill tind genemUy such proof of health as can not fail to be matter of congratulation to the Native. 
whether niler or subject. And this — the subjective orseldeh aspect— is the moat importunt one— the ooe from which stHtls- 
tius should in China — aa they are in other coontries — primarily be viewed. Further, in proportion as tie Native flourishes 
will he be a purchaser and consumer of the luxuries ( for to Uie Chinese they lire mostly luxuries ) which we offer bini. 
Aud in the objective capucity of purchaser and consumer, he has in the pust yesr displayed a liberality which— though far 
short of the skiudard yet to be attained— should still be no less encounising to the forei^ importer, than his ability to 
possess and enjoy com Diodities from abroad should be gratifyiiij; to himself. 

What then have the Chiuene produced and sold durini; the year past ) Has the quantity been greater or less 
than in preceiiing years I Have the prices obtained been as high as they had a ri{;lit to anticipnte,— high eiiongb to jitstify 
e£]>eDditnre for comforts and luxuries in food and Anns I 

Of that chief product — of which, as it passes almost entirely through this to the exclusion of the Native 
Customs' olBoG, we hiive good mentis of judging— the amount cultivated has exceeded that of piist year^, as also the ]irice 
obtained. Since the tirst of last June, 16,212,000 tb of Black Tea were exported down to the middle of the current 
month ;'for the correspond lug season of 1867-68, the qnantity was ri.315,000; and for thut of 1866-67, ii,838,ooo. 
Siniiliirly also, though in less degree, there has been a larger cultivation of Green Tea. In the sc:ison to which Ihtx 
report eipai'liiUy refers 9,655,033 B> were exported, agitinit 8.495,003 and g,i3a,ooo in the two seasons preceding. From 
the publiahei R.-turna what do we find as to the prices which these Tens have brought ) In 1866, 93,573 pecnls of Black 
Tea were valued at 2.610,000 tiwls,— being 28 taels a pecul. In 1867, 84,118 peculs cost 1,768.571 laels, or 21 tuels a 
pecul. In [S6S1 124,286 pecuLs cost 3,988,231 tai-Is,-'32 tnels a pecal. Of Green Tens in 1866, 79,1 18 peculs were 
exported at the price uf 36 taels per pecul ; in 1S67, 69,809 pecnls at 31 tuels ;' nnd in 1868, 68,191 "^ nearly 43 taels. 
When it is consider«d that the advantage of this improved price accrues mainly to the numerous growers throughout the 
country, and not lo the intenueditiries between producer and con.'tumer, can it be denied that the country flourishes, or 
wondered at that its demand foe Foreign importa is very much improved T 

Of the total value of 7,684,000 t«eU at which the various exports by Foreign vessels from the districts of which 
Kiukinng is the outlet are estimated, very nearly 7,000,000 taeU are represented by the single interest of which I have 
been speaking ; nor would it be easy to select a product upon the successful cultiviitloa and sale of which a large popu- 
lation could rely exclusively for their support with surer confidence and safety than this one. 

To speak exactly, 710,880 taela is the value of the Native Produce exported, exclusive of Teas. This som is 
represented in purt by 38,535 peculs of Hemp, worth 338,679 taels, sent almost entirely to Shanghai. 7,000 pocula less 
were exported in the year before Inst, 12,000 pecuhi less in 1866, and 20,000 pecula less in 1865. That is lo say, the 
export in 1865 was 7,800 pecnls, from which it has risen in three years to the amount given above ; the value, moreover, 
from 10 taels in 186; and 1866, and 9 taels in 1867, rose to 12 toela in 1868. The beet idea of the position of this 
article may perhap* be formed by turning to the Reports of Trade for the 4th quarter of 1S68, where Hemp appears ai « 
'' Principal Export " only of Haukow, Kinkiang, and Tamsuy, the first named place haring exported for the entire- year 
1868, 37,260 peculs. Shanghai received in all in the same period 61,337 pecula. Besides its cousequenfie to the grower. 
Hemp is of importance to those engaged in the carrying trade. It is sold chiefly in Suchow— und for the sake of the 
greater safety from we(~as well as from other more serious dangers and for the d^putch aJforded by Steamen over Native 
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vessels, the fonn?r meaiR of coTiveyance is much preferred —inequalities in cost of freight being neMrlj offMt by ilw* 
saving of numerous local tr.insit charges. Ninety H to the west of Kiukiang— easily accessible by water from here — is the 
town of the district of Shuey Chiang, which occupies the north-western comer of this province. Further west in a direct 
line, across the provincial boundary in Hoopeh, on a ttre^im which affords communication with the river —is Hing Kwo. 
Excepting a small quantity from the lake, it is from these two places that Hemp is brought here, coming in boats. Hing 
Kwa produces more of it than Shuey Ch*ang, and of a superior quality. Besides that which is exported, a large qvantitT 
is woven iuto Grass Cloth. South of Nan Ch*ang-fu, a distance of 60 It, at Shih Cha Chin, a stream from the west 
railed the Shuy river joins the miin artery of the province. It is the more northerly of the two which rise from the 
hilLs that serve as the boundary of Hoonau, and flow into the Kan just above the 28th parallel. On this river — above 
Shuy-chow-fu, is the important town of Wan-tsai, whence comes most of the Grass Cloth sold here, some fasif a dooem 
^ood-sized bales of it being displayed in nearly every cloth shop in Kiukiang. A better quality is brought also from 
Waning, and the best from Lew-yang in Hooium. Although it is easy to avail of the water communication from Wan-tsai« 
Sin-chang, Shang-kan, and the othiT towns in the Grass Cloth district, for reaching this place, still barrows are preferred, 
as they avoid the Le-kin stations at which goods coming by boat are tiixed. 

The second of the two rivers flows past Yuen-chow-fu and Lin-kiang-fu, — taking the name of this last men- 
tioned city, and meeting the main stream at the busy mart of Chang Shoo Chin (Camphor tree town). For conve- 
nience I refer to this stream now. for a purpose which will appear below. Of the total value of the Export trade above 
given, there rtMuain to be accounted for— after the deduction of Tea and. Hemp — 372,201 taels. This sum includes 66,000 
tiiels' value of Oniss Cloth— an article of which I need not further speak; to 20,000 taels' worth of China ware, and » 
little larger value of Tobacco; but chiefly 224,356 tiiels' worth of Pnper, weighing 54,000 peculs. 

The price of the Paper manufactured in Kiangsi has been rising for the last four years. That called ist quality, 
though about equal with the 2nd quality Paper of Foochow, was worth 5 taels in 1 865 ; in the two following years 8 and 7.2 
taels, and last year reiiched nearly 9 taels. The export of it, at least so far as Foreign vessels are concerned, has been 
diminishing yearly ; from 1 1,000 p?culs in 1865 to 1,000 in 1868. The export of the inferior quality, however, has 
increased from 31,800 peculs to 52,900 p-jculs, during the period above named, while its value also has steadily advanced 
from 3.2 to a little over 4 taels. Of the open ports Kiukiang is the third in importance so far as this article is con- 
cerned. The coarser qualities of Paper come chiefly from the prefecture of Yuen-chow, the situation of which, with its 
water communication with Wu-chen, hjis been above briefly indicated. I have seen a better kind of coarse Paper firom 
ljiang-kow on the Siu River between Ning-chow and Wu-ning. One hong at Wu-ch^n buys from the Yuen-chow pre- 
fecture, and from Ho-kow, and, besidcH a shipping agent at Kiukiang, has agents at Chinkiang, Shanghai, and Tientsin. 
A good business is done also with Wu-hu. At Shuey Hung, at the Southern extremity of the Poyang, two rivers reach 
the lake— one the Kwang Siu river from the hills on the Che-kiang boundary line— draining that part of Kiangsi which 
seems to have pushed itself eastward, as it were, till it has Ngan-hwei on the North, Fukecn on the South, and Chekiang 
on the East. On the left bank of this river below Kwang Siu is the town of Hokow ( commonly called flohow ), one 
of the busiest places in the province. Hwa Chien Paper, a good quality bought here, finds a market in considerable 
ijuantity in Sh mghai. The other river to which I refer— the Fu— rises further towards the South, and runs past Kiench*ang 
and Fuchow-( foos ). Different descriptions of ist quality Paper find their way hither from the^e towns. Of five 
si)ecimen8 of the better sort of Paper brou^jht me — one was from Hokow, one from Ngan Hwuy, and two from Fukeon 
provmce— Kwei-hwa and Niug-wha districU. Some of the Fukeeu Paper goes from here to Shanghai. There can be 
little doubt that the manufacture of Chiuaware is on the decrease. It would be interesting to seek the cause of this, 
but as yet I am not able to point it out. Many of the former workmen at the potteries have, it is said, removed to 
i Janton, and others have turned to different pursuits. 

I have thus sketched in brief the main features of the Export trade. Its total value is nearly 7,700,000 taels— 
a sum higher thitn it ever reached before, and which will place Kiukiang, in the single particuhir of Exports, fifth or 
.sitth among the op3n ports. A fair estimate of the average value per year of our entire trade— Import and Export - 
w(>uld fall below 10,000,000 tiels. I have dwelt first upon this particular branch of commerce— Exports,— because it is 
the most import mt one: th© resources of a country being the true basis of its prosperity, and the measure of its ability 
to import. Let us now inquire to what extent Kiukiang has been a purchaser. 

The value of the Imports of Foreign and Chinese origin taken together is 3,463,859 taels. This— though 
212,000 taels over the importations of 1865— is less than the value of what was imported in 1867 by aboot 38,000 
taels, and less than was imported in 1866 by some 325,000 taels. Still, I can find no cause to complain in this decrease, 
more e^ecially when considered from the native point of view. For it is unquestionable that, almost without exception, 
the chief article brought here for sale, whether by Foreign merchants or by Chinese (the latter offering, besides Piece Good* 
aud Opium, Seaweed from Japan, and Sugar, Silk, and Cuttle Fish from the coast) have been more largely bought and at 
more advantiigeous rates than in either of the two previous years. But, more than this, if Opinm alone be excluded 
from the comparison, there will appear to have been expended by the extent of country which KiukiMig represents for 
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purchasing CottoQi, Woolteos, L<>a<l, Tin, and the like, 1.452,162 txels, ngninxt thp Bmaller totuls 1.225,777 tAels, and 
2,344.35 1 tiieli of 1S67 and 1S66 raspectivalj. And, an prices were genernlly lower Iiist ypar than in the year prevcdin];, 
ih« (|u»ntitiea bought were much jfreiitar. To no one who desires to see this country grow in reaoiirceB iind comiiieroi«l 
vigour, will it be other th»n ciiuse for luttisGiction thnt our diminution in the value of Imports is solely attributable to a 
Eilting off within twu yenra of the Opium imported tn the value of 433,000 taels. At the same time it muBt be ndioilted 
although the explunatiou ia not known — thnt this decreused demand is in all probaliiltty apparent only, not real. 

What lhe:i is there worthy of comment in the Imjiort trade; first, in those goods which interest Foreign mer- 
ehtinls T Here, as everywhere else l[i Chinii. the increimod cunsuniptiun of (Cottons and Woolleus is niarvelluas. llie 
number of pieues of Grey and White Shirtings and r-Clotha alone which found a market here in 1865, wta 92JIJ; in 
iK66.it was 111,537; in '867, 169.985; and 318,542— nenrlj twice the quantity of the year before— in 1868, The Qiiiir- 
lerly Ueports do not enable me to compire this importittioa with that of other porta for 1B6R; but, excepting Shanghai, 
Hunkow and Tietilsin, it is Urger than any port received in 1867, — Ningpo, which was fourth in impnrtiLuce, Li that year 
having lokeu 162,030 pieces. I iim unable ta agree with any who pronounce a port a "failure" in the face of ita 
manifestution of it buying capacity comparatively so large — and, whnt in mot«, so rapidly growing. What test better than 
a part's acuepunce of Foreign goods would merchants sti<rgest ? The reason far thin incrense, it is not difficult at least 
to aome degree to divine. They muit lie in the extended importttious from Kuropa, which, reducing the price, have 
brought them into more favorable competition with home-m.-ide Nankeens, and in the advanced oonditiun of the popu- 
laCton, as shown above. The bii;h price of Cuttoa lociUy lust yeiir. alao gave no etuull advantage to the Foreign manu- 
facture. Still, En^jlish Piece Qjods mint continue to p.isa over the hedd* -as it has been wall expressed —of the hiboring 
classes, uuteibi they can be m.kdu mare duriible, and the hitmls otherwise unemployed and the bmra otherwise unimproved 
utry, can be devoted to some different pursuit from that wluvh ia now so general a one. The 
ren Olobh of Hoo-kow. in the fabrics- Dyed or White— of various widths and textures of the 
the Yang-tAz?, do a builn^ss not to b'i despised, as a glanca at tha shelve; of their shops in 
convince one. There are three httigs here whose business consista in selling on commis^ou the Native Cotton 
and Qr.ias Cloth from Shiiy-chow-fu. Santh of the Like -from Pa-ho, above this on the river— and from Elinknw, Yet, 
despite this rivalry, there can be little doubt that this province, especially the Southern part of it, will learn to tuke 
Foreign Cloth in considerably increased quiintitiea. 

Of the total value, then, above given— vi«.: 2.451,162 twls- Cotton Goods stand for 842.836 taelB--niort! 
than one-thirU; Woyllons represent 528,911 taels- 13,00s pieces more having been imported than in the year beforo. 
Their ((rowth in favor since tS55 app?,ira by compirinj; the total of Spanish Stripes, EnijliBb Camleta, Lustres, and 
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liongElls; in 18&S, 35.433 pieces; in 1866, 33,767 pieces; in 1867, 36.971 
4.9,587 pieties. That the price of Catt()na and Woollona during this period was 1 
known. The large Native hongs here wiiioh den! in Piece Goods are four in uum 
iaie branch estiiblishment* at Niin-ch'ang-fu. For convoying imports to the in 
barrows and coolies. There are two agencies for bo^ts in Kiukiang. which ar 
bulky commodities like Sandalwood and Seiiweeil and Piece Goods when 

ch'ang-fu for these last named is about 150 cash a pecul. But as passage by water is uncertain, varying between six or 
seven -md upwards of fifteen days— land conveyunce is almost always preferred, the certiUnty and gain in the matter of 
time, and its gre^it moment when a good market is offering, being inducements to outweigh the hi|{her cost- Further, 
giiods conveyed by boat pay Li-kin four limes; bnt by land only twice, between here and NaD-ch'uDg-fn. There is one 
rendezvous office for btirrows, where those coming here from the South of the Luke are provided with return freights, 
lint the employment of them in this neighborhood is not so genenJ as it is in the Cotton growing country on the North 
bunk of the river, or in the country about the provincial capitiil. Coolie carriage is commoner, the business being 
conducted by four Express Offices, having certain fixed days for departure, and in whose hands goods to be conveyed 
are placwi by their owners. These offices are of eoutse reapousihie for the safe carriage of what is entnut«d to theni, 
and have at Cidl a number of Coolies known to them, of whom they engage few or many According to the work to be done. 
Their communioitions are chiefly with Wu-chen ami Nan-ch.ing. The barrows carry about two peculsi cooUei from 8a 
to 90 cutties, and go a little the (inicker of the two. The coat is as follows :— 



ToNan-chang, 

„ Wu-chen,: 


300 H. 

470.. 
300.. 


4 days. 

7 .. 
4 » 


Bariiowh, 


Cool IBS, 


2,6(X> cash. 
3,000 „ 
4.400 „ 

2,800 „ 


1,800 cash. 
3,000 „ 
3.600 „ 
1,800 „ 




" 
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The distribution of Piece Goods from this place goes on chiefly in the valleys of the riven to which I have 
referred. Tliat portion of the province from Keih-ngan-foo southward, is supplied principally from Canton — although 
one of the Kiukiang hongs has an agency in Kanchow. But it is not alone in Piece Groods that the Native has been able' 
to buy more extensively and more cheaply— not alone in the matter of clothing that the advent of Foreigners to this 
neighborhood has been a boon to its population. Before the import of Sugars in Foreign vessels, the stores of Wucheii 
offered the product of Szechuen— of Canton, brought thither Liboriously over the Meiling, and of the upper (Southern ) 
portion of this province to their customers' choice. Now the favorite Szechuen Sugar has been forced to retire up the 
Yangtse before its cheaper competitors from Shanghai— while that of Kinngsi, much of which is grown nearer here than 
Kanchow— despite the convenience of a favorable stream from the place of manufacture to the market, is only found in 
small quantity at Wu-ch6n, and even there at a higher price than the Manila and Swatow Sugar ; none of it reaches 
Kiukiang for sale. For the last two years the price has gone down. Of that called Foreign in our own returns, I have 
taken the total of the three kinds— Brown, White, and Sugar Candy. In 1866, 29,000 peculs were imported at 5 taels 
perpecul; in 1867, 12,000 peculs at a little above 4 taels; and in 1868, 11,000 at a little under 4 taels. This looks 
like a decrease in the demand, as well as in the price, most certainly; but it is counterbalanced by the increased 
importation of the Sugars billed Native. Of Native and Foreign Sugars together the importations since 1865 may be 
stated in round numbers thus — 

1865. 1866. 1867. 1868. 

Quantity, 60,000 Ttcvh 73,000 P^cit/« 54,300 Pfo//^ 66,700 Peculs 

Value, 326,000 Tae/« 409,000 Ta«/« 349,000 rac/a 281,000 Toe^* 

To the Vidue of the Import trade of 1868, Sugar has contributed 281,177 taels. 

There is nothing wortby of special remark in reference to Lead. About a thousand more peculs were imported 
than last year, at a price some five mace higher. 

Of Tin 2,400 peculs weight was imported for each of the three 'years preceding the last one. In 1868 the 
quantity sold reaches 4,600 peculs ; this increase is well worthy of attention. 

Iron from Hunan in small blocks, of a very cnide quality, worth 4,000 cash a pecul, is alone found here. It 
seems strange that Foreign Iron should be unable to supplant it. 

Into the imrticulars in relation to the remaining commodities of leading consequence the limits of this report 
will not allow me to enter. They would be chiefly interesting to the Native rather than to the Foreign merchant, and 
would consist principally of figures— the liberal introduction of which has already doubtless imparted a tedious dryne^8 
to this report. At the same time it will serve to subst^mtiate my main position taken at the outset — if, in inviting a 
glance at the tables appended below, it is merely pointed out that the Seaweed, Cuttle Fish, and Sandalwood— articles in 
special request with Natives— have as therein appears greatly increased in consumption and fallen in price. 

The Revenue of the port is greater than it was in 1866 by 37,000 taels, and greater than in 1867 by 128,000 
taels. It is 554,000 taels — a sum which in either of the two preceding years would have placed Kiukiang in this 
respect fifth among the ports. 

EDWD. B. DREW, 

Commissioner of Customs. 
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PRINCIPAL EXPORTS.^ 



BljiqkTea, Pecuh 

Green ,, ,, 

Paper, ist and 2nd Quality, „ 

Hemp, „ 

Grass Cloth, Fine & Coarse, „ 

ChinaliVare, ist & 2d Quality „ 

Tobacco Leaf, „ 



1865. 



Quantity. 



564 



67,212 
136,0 

42,885 

7,858 

'2,420 

32,281 
18,147 



Value. 



945,868 
^ 761, 955 

157,174 
78,580 

24,705 

128.647 
37,552 



Price. 



H 
35 

\ 3-2 

10 
I 18 

\ 9-5 

\ 2.9 
2.07 



1866. 



Quantity. 



93,573 
79,118 

54,818 
15,438 

18,150 
7,936 



Value. 



2,620,035 
2,848,272 

231,729 

'54,379 
91,435 

82,688 
39,579 



Price. 



TU, }fi pL 
28 
36 

\ 35 
10 

Uo 

(25 

\f 

5 



1867. 



Quantity. 



84,118 
69,809 

27,181 

20,655 

1,741 

6,991 
6,484 



Value. 



1,768,571 
2,164,071 

1 10,063 

185,892 

22,804 

32,842 
25*396 



Price. 



Tl». ^pL 
21 

31 
\ 7.2 
\ 3.6 

9 
3-9 



1868. 



Quantity. 



124,2863 
68,191 

54,003 

27,535 
1,917 

5,531 
5.938 



Value. 



,988,231 
2,9 » 3,498 

224,356 

338,679 
66,894 

20,520 
23,112 



Price, 



Tit. ^t 
32 
42.7 

jj, 

12.3 

57 

33-7 
5.8 

2.6 
3.9 



PRINCIPAL IMPORTS.~FOREIGN.-( OPIUM AND PIECE GOODS OMITTED). 



Lead, PeeuU 

Tin „ 

(White, ) 

Sugars, < Brown, > „ 

( Candy, ) 

Seaweed, „ 

Sandalwood, „ 

Black Pepper, „ 



1865. 



Quantity. 



5,777 
2,436 

18,787 

32,171 
6,089 

6,686 



Value. 



28,884 
67,568 

85,755 

127,429 
26,792 

5o»i491 



Price. 



TU. ^ pL 

5 

27.75 

7 

4.2 



{ 



3.96 

4-4 

7.5 



1866. 



Quantity. 



11,443 
2,43^ 

29,527 

32,993 
3,525 
8,175 



Value. 



68,818 
44,704 

147,923 

1 34,266 
31,722 

49,047 



Price. 



Quantity. 



TU, ^pl. 

6 
18.3 

7 

4.4 



1 



4 

9 
6 



1867. 



9,687 
2,470 

12,396 

31,830 
4*207 
8,025 



Value. Price. 



58,121 
49,409 

52,993 

126,798 

42,074 
48,153 




J 868. 



Quantity. 



10,684 
4,601 

11,238 

37*957 
8,114 

8,602 



Value. 



69,324 
84,33 1 

44*475 

1 26,973 
35*654 
47,855 



Price 



Tta, fff} 
6.5 
18.3 

5.4 

3.3 
8 



{ 



3.3 
4.4 
55 



PRINCIPAL IMPORTS.—NATIVB. 



NaakeMM, Peadt 

Cotton, Raw, „ 

(White, ) 

Sugars, < Brown, > „ 

. (Candy, ) 

Silk Piece Goods, „ 

Cuttle Fish, „ 



1865. 



Quantity. 



905 
4,478 



316 
U.994 



Value. 



27,163 
35.821 



41,1801 240,153 



22,791 
153*938 



Price. 



TU. }$ pi. 




II 



1866. 



Quantity. 



381 
21,540 

43.596 

281 
8,470 



Value. 



26,692 
307,953 

260,988 

225,120 
101,895 



Price. 



Quantity. 



TU. ^pL 



I 



14.3 

7 

4.4 

9 

• • • 

12 



1867. 



384 
10,468 

41,937 

173 
14,925 



Value. 



26,881 
149.551 

295,850 

138,240 
179,095 



Price. 



TU. }$ pi 



\ 



14.3 
10 

4.5 

7 

• • • 

12 



1868. 



Quantity. 



155 
8,396 

55,456 

186 
21,739 



Value. 



5,645 
1 10,097 

236,702 

84.555 
109,899 



Price. 



TU. n 



I 



13.2 

5.4 
3.2 

8.3 
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TOTAL OF FOREIGN AND NATIVE SUGARS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS. 



Surrars, Peeub 


1865. 


1866. 


1^67, 


1868. 


59,967 


73.122 


54,334 


66,694 



CHINESE NAMES OF SOME OF THE PLACES MENTIONED IN THE FOREGOING REPORT. 




Shuey Ch'ang, ^ 

HingKwo, j% 3 ;H4 

ShihOhaChiu ife* ^ ^ 

Shuy River, ^ j^ 

ShuyChowFu ^ ^ jf^ 

W^-'THai H it iK 

I-*Yang, MB % 

Sin Ch'ang, g|f 

Shang Kaa, r l^. ^ 

Yuen Chow Fu, M^M 






Chang Shoo Chin, ^ ^ ^ 

Liang Kow, W^ pj 

HoKow jpf p 

K'^'^gSin, P 1i )f5^ 

KweiHwa, ^ 'ft JR 

NingWha, !i ^ IR 

PftHo g, 1^ 

Kan Chow Fu M f^ M 

KeihNganFa, z^ ^ j^ 
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OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 
CHINKIANG, 3 1 ST January, 1869. 

SIR, — The most strikiii;; feature of trade during the year under review, was the steady incroii.se in the 
importation of Cotton Gk»odii,— a bnvnch of trade which has been steadily developing itself ever since the opening of the 
port. This development I take as a sure token of returning prosperity to this neighbourhood, but a few yeai-s ago 
devastated by rebellion, and as proof that Chinkiang is gradually reassuming its old position as a central depot for the 
supply of Foreigu imports to the adjoining provinces. The agricultural population who but a few years ago were driven 
from their homes, are fast returning to reclaim their lands so long left uncultivated; hamlets are springing up in jill 
directions, and, where a year or so ago one could ride over vast uncultivated fields, we now find flourishing crops and 
snug viUages. In the towns we also notice signs of the bustle of commerce, and the river banks well lined with the 
masts of junks and boats, tells us that Native trade is by no means inactive. Tliese cii*cumst*inces, tuken in connection 
with the improved state of trade, afford the most reassuring hopes for the future welfare of this port. The figures behiw 
shew the value of Foreign imports has increased this year by '^fk 320,246, Piece Goods alone shewing an excess over 
1867 by 7h 471,227. 



Net value of Piece Goods 


1867. 


1868. 


^ 333,462 

„ 2,762,197 

240,958 


7h 804,689 

„ 2,530,315 

321,859 


Onium 


other Imports 


Total, 


^ 3,336,617 


^ 3,656,863 





But the most important feature, and one which speaks well for the central iaition of trade at C'hinkiang, 
is the great demand that has sprung up this year in the interior for our Foreign imports. As recently as 1864, 
2,993 pieces of Cottons glutted the market; the following year, however, 22,219 pieces were disjKJsed of, and sinre 
1866, our Returns have she vn the same remarkaible increase. In 1866 but 10 iiiland towns could be enunionit^^d as 
drawing their supplies of Cottons from Chinkiang, many being cities in close proximity, such as Yangchow, Nanking, 

and Ilsien-nii-miao ( fjj.| "j^ ^ffi ). The year before last, the total number of towns supplied from Chinkiang in- 
creased to 24, and the farthest our goods had penetrated was about 120 miles (dir-line) to Ningkuo-fu in Anhui. This 
year the names of 35 new towns have been added to our list, making a total of 59, and many of them are of growing 
importance, — some in this province, others in Anhui and Honan, with a few in Shantung. Every month we aire able to 
add to the long list of names already drawn up, and unless rebellion or famine come to mar this encoumging stiUe of 
affairs, I think this port bids fair to rank as a large importer and supplying centre for which its admirable Wiiter com- 
munication so well adapts it. 

The demand at the close of the year was greater than at the commencement. No sooner were goods landed than 
Application was made for Transit Passes to forward them to the interior, and the supposition that the demand w:i« merely 
temporary has so far proved erroneous. There is now every reason to believe that trade is established on a sound biusis. 

Cotton 
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('HTrtiw ASH WooLLBs Makp^acturss,— The y«r 1R68 ahewa m 
T 76.4.50 pieces as coiupitred with Che previous year. At foot I give 
< wi-il wniihv i>f notice. 



the im port nt ion or Cotton 
imported aiaue 1864; tba 



(ircY Shirt ingn, Fieea 


1864. 


i36i. 


1866- 


1S67. 


.368. 


"IIS 

s 

'S 


9.980 
4.4S7 

2.477 


14.384 

1.466 


4S.650 
5,069 
10,847 
".394 
4.309 


174.780 

38:087 
24.16s 

6.437 


r-l-lotli*. „ 

AsBorleil ('ottuiiB. 

HandkerubiefK, I>a«ru 

Total /•»«» 


3.933 


22.219 


'9.33 2 


77,269 


253.719 



Tile detiiaiKl for Woollens hns lulvaiiued in Che same steiidy inunner uk foi Cottons, and is likely to 
iiiipriivin«. Bj refetrini; to our Returns of Triuie it will be seen th»t in 1B64 no rimrket conlii be founii for 269 pieces, 
the txtal iiiip.irted. iSo pieces huvinj; been re-exported to the np-river porta. Tlie next jeiir t,574 pieces were disposed 
•if. Slid in 1866 double tbitt Hniouut was imported— 4,364 pieces; the following fear no less thim 9,082 pieces were Unded, 
wliiUt tha yeiii' one qmti-ter's inipurtntion eitueedei] the total of 1867, the net aiuouiit ioiportcd being 21,968 pieces, or 
ti.SSfi iu eii;e«» of 1867. Of the totnl iimoimt of ('ottons iuiported, 82,861 pieces were sent into the interior under 
TrxiiHil Puns, with 3.102 pieces of WooHeim. A glsnce at the Couipiwative Table of Imports will shew that it ia not 
;n{,iiTitit Pieue floods nlone thst such u ButisKictory increase is recorded. Foreign and NatiTe Siigiirs have iid»anced from 
jwcuis 71.901 in 1866, to pecnln 90,181 in 1867, and this Jear to pecols 123,305, indicating nn excess over lawt ymr of 
.13,124 iws-iils. Lurgi! supplies of the Foreign article werasent. inland; the towns of Liichow-fu (^ ^.|^ j^) »ud 
Wiihii (^1 ji^) in Aiihiii took pecnls 4.859 and 1,610 respectively. 

.Sjni'i? [Huice him been restored in thli district, Iron hic< been in constant dcmnnd. In 1866, a turner .supply than 
ai^dndly roi(uir(>il was imported, and thoiiifh the consumption in ship and honso building wns considombte, the siijiplj 
w i« greater thiin the de;n.ind, hence the decrease in 1 S67. Old atucks bein^ disposed of, and the deinatid inlund hnvinjc 
revivml, 9.103 pevuU of B:ir nnd Null Rod Iron were brou^il this year, against 3,684 peciila iu 1867. The returns of 
i^^nclalwonil, ^pjnwood. nnd Wood Oil, alas bear a gratifyin;; increane. Nor does the diminution given in the returns 
of 4iish -irtioIiM as Pea Uil, Hemp, and Tobncco, neceisarily imply a falling off in those branches of coniniercc. Jutikf 
jurfoi m a larjje shsre of this carrying trade, eoiiaeriiiBBtly their cargoes do not appear in our Trade Rntunxs. 

Ofiuu huj not fluctuated niHch since 1865. The demand has been ste»dy and supply regular. An bxccbs of 
[).-cub 41.37 ii notioeibla thi^ year, the tutid amount imported being peculs 4,877.99, Of the Yangtz' porta this is the 
l.tniesi iiup-Hter of Opium: the three River ports ofHiukow, Kiukiaug and Chinkiang imported in 1867. peculs 11,279, 
•>r whiuh peoiila 4,241 went to the lint named port, peculs 2,20^ to Eiukiang, and peculs 4,83610 Chinkiang. Only 
3 pMuU of N,iti»a drujjt were imported from Uinkow. In previous years none had been imported in Foreiga vessels. 
The u*H of th ! Native dru){ has evidently not yet decreased the demand for Indian Opium. That its use will increase 
U very probable. Inn-kiippsTB are in the habit of milting it with Foreign Opium, and palming it off to their not over- 
pinicular soe^ts as genuine Mi1w;i. Its cheapness will pitibably bring it iulo favor with the lower cUsses. Szechuen 
iiii'I Vuu-nan Opinm has avemged about fti 345 per pecnl ( including !% 16 war tax); Malwa has averaged !% 510 and 
PjtiLi 'fb aHo a p^ul. That the local government does not endeavor to discourage the introduction of Kative drug, is 
evideut from the fact of the Opium birrter having lowered the tax to half Uie sum levied on Indian dru^, Ik 32 a peuul, 
EXPORTS. 
The totsl value of the Export trade has increased from ^ 385,928 In 1867, to Ih 44t,9i9, shewing an exoesa 
in fuTur of 1868, of 7h 55.99[| and of this amount Silk Piece Goods represent Th 41 1,440. 

Silk Ptacs Goods,— The principal article to our small list of Exports gives proof of an increase of pecnls 394 
iu the expert of this minufacture, an amount greater than the total export for 1865, The quantity shipped nway thi* 
year .-uiionnla to peculs 887,30, against peculs 593.09 in 1 867. 

OorruN,— The failure of the Cotton crop in Hupeh caused a considerable demand during the pest year, but the 
flip'iH, of this article has decreased; the reasons assigned being — 1" The ditliculty of bringing it agalniit the stream from 
th~ !in)'tuciiig districts nnd excessive taxation inland; 2* that the same freight is chained by Steamers from Chinkiang 
t.) Hankow u from Shm^hiii; and 3° that the Ningpo boats trading about Laug-ahan can take it to Khanghai at a much 
<^!iQ:ipr!r rate than is charged to land it here; thus most of the Tung-chow nnd Hai-min Cotton goes to Shanghai, Forei^ 
uijTvhants brought peculs 1.162,85 from these districts under Tramiit Pass, The total export for the year amonntB V* 
^■Muih 707 chiefly to the up-river ports. 

Shippiho.— 
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SniPPIJin.— Under tliis hwiiii;; I liave also to record n\i lni:re.i'w id the totjil ftiTiviil niiil lieparlure of Fopeij:" 
vexMls of 1S4, tttiu 49,877. The ainiiU iitcrense in tbe number of River Mteamen puHiiii^ iip-river, vis. 5, ih i1u« to the 
eatabliahuieiit of an opposition liue of Steaniera, but being uiwble to iiotnpel« with the two older uonipiuiiea the; ftrt 
withdrawn after nukkiiig a few trip*. There la nlsa nn Jucreitss at 46 veasehi in the number entered from ieit. The*e 
were ahieft; Lurchiu under Foreigti flag but consigned to Ohine«e. They brouftht n large qunntlty of car^o, carrying ii 
at a much cheaper riit« thiiu SCenukerH; and Although both the Steatner Cjinpanlei temporarily lowered their nites on tiie 
a]i])eHntnce of the opposition bouta, it did not have the elfect of lessening tlie Lorcbn traffic, — freights bein;; ntised tgitiii 
AS saon as the oppodiciun steiimers left the river. Stenmert have, however, been obliged to lower their rates of freight 
on eertnin xrticlen, as the Larchas were found to be msnopolieing Huch cargo as Sandulwood, Siig.ir, &a. The high fritp^ 
charged by SteamerH hus induced the "chartered junk" to appear on tlie Vangti:' afl«r having retired from the a-xm- 
of aorapetition for some ya^rs. Lust jeur 3S Jiink^ of 3,314 tonii brought Hankow and Kiukiang prudii<.-e to thiH port. 
agninBt 1 of 95 tons in 1867. A lar^e portiun of tha Wood Oil imported in btoLiahl by junks. The gri.Tit";r attuulion 
p:iid to its careful Btownf>e. than if shipped by SJteiiuiera. and moderate rate of freight', have brought lJies« vrati into fnvnr 
lor transporting Htich bulky and perishnble (hvin leukage) cirgu. 

If we may judge from the number of passengerit imnually arriving; at and leaving ('hinkiaiig, it would appeiir 
thnt this city still possesses some attraction for commercial people. More than aix-tenthx of the passengers travelling by 
Steamer are tradetx, some accompanying their goods, others merely coming to make purcluises at Ihia phice, Suobii<* ami 
Wu-bai. But few travel aecond clnss, and those who do are chiefly the crews of chartered junks and ntfts, reiiiruing 
Ui Uiuikow. 

The following list of Chinese pnscengers arriving and leaving by steamer has lieen coinpileil from the moU 
reliable sources obtiinable, and may not be uninteresting. It will convey kii idea of the puoengcr traffic of tlie Ynutrn* 
piirt9. and to what extent travelling by stoani Is availed of by Natives. The p;issu^ mnnoy of the io,ouo iHiabengcn 
•pvpti in the list amounts in round numbers to over 72t 76,103, The ntte uf fjire includes "chow chow." 

Tablk sbewino thk Arrivals a!id DEPARTtiRKS op Passkmogrs by Kivkr HTEAUKftr> iitiRiNn 1S6S. 



To OR From, 


Arrivalh, 


DePARTL'RKS. 


1ST Class 
Fa UK. 

Tabia 


DiHTANVB 
IB IIAI7TI- 


1st {n;IBS. 


and Class. 


Total. 


1st Class. 


3nd Class. 


Total. 




.,384 

187 

5* 
lis 

1.366 


3 
1 

8 
84 


1,420 
187 

5S 

ID4 

1,450 


1,380 
166 
127 
lit 
146 
i,[8S 
t.456 


■4 

27 

J 

490 


1.394 
193 
147 
146 

'52 

',439 
1,946 


3 
3 

i 

s 


45 

i(.4 
209 
395 
44' 




Wuhu. 








HarkowT""..."." 


Total 


4,55' 


13^ 


4,683 


4-57'l 


843 


S.417 





During the past year lightu have been shewn from llie eishl Beiicons erected between Liiiig-slinn c 
Wuhu, on the sites named hereunder. They are numbered from Ijing-aliou cnasing upwanis. 



Xu,„Ur. 


Name 0/ Pnciif t.«^i\lity- 


Loc^tlihj nf rallci hij F-iriign Pihta. 


hUtancr in -mila 

(o.iAir/i light 


8 


:k m m 
m PI i> 
± t« 
« m m 

m ^ ix. a 
»i ffl m 
& n m 
s m i^ 




6 
S 

3i 

3i 
S 

3i 
3i 
3i 
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Revenue. — The receipts of Reveifbe for this year are the largest made since the establishment of this office 
in 1861. In 1867 the total amount of Duties collected was Haikaan 7h 24,254.4.6.7: this year it reaches Haiktian 
7h 38,636.7.9.9, shewing an augmentation of Ih 14,382.3.3.2. Since 1864 until the present year, the Duties have not 
amounted to thirty thousand Taels. 

General Remarks. — The recent discussion relative to the opening of more ports on the Yangtz' has excited 
much interest at this port, and given rise to doubts as to the effect such a measure would have on the trade of 
Chinkiang. It appears to be the general opinion of Foreign and Native merchants that opening the ports of Wuhu, 
Tatung and Anch*ing in the adjoining province, will injure the rising trade of Chinkiang, and detract from that of 
Kiukiang. Trade at this port is now becoming centralized, and those cities named as likely to be opened, with many 
others in the same province, have this year commenced to send here for large supplies of Piece Goods, Sandalwood, 
Su ;ar, and Iron. What ultimate benefit this port will derive by the opening of other ports in this vicinity remains to 
be proved, but I aui inclined to concur with the views of large Native dealers that the immediate effect will be 
prejuilicial to this place. Nor are the merchants over anxious to open new establishments at ports on the Yangtz* 
after their endeavors to make Chinkiang the depot for supplying the adjacent marts, are just maturing. While the 
opening of more ports up-river might decrease our import trade, on the other hand it no doubt would tend to develop 
Foreign trade generally as well as the exports of those localities. 

During 1868 Wuhu was supplied from Chinkiang under Transit Pass with 4,293 pieces of Cottons, 210 pieces 
of Woollens, 2,620 peculs of Sugar, 580 peculs of Sandalwood, and 179 peciils of Iron. Tatung took through the same 
channel 4,532 pieces of Cottons, 908 pieces of Woollens, 888 peculs of Sugar, 648 peculs of Sandalwood, and 200 square 
feet of Glass. Anch*ing only figures as having t<iken 150 pieces of Cottons, but this town is supplied by Kiukiang, 
and being only 86 miles distant from the Treaty Port and 45 miles from Tatung has a choice of two markets. To other 
towns in Anhui 9,725 pieces of Cottons were sent under Transit Pass, making a total of 18,691 pieces sent to that 
province. 

Although the opening of more ports on the Yangtz' may deprive us of the transit trade by offering greater 
f icilities to buyers to carry their goods by Steamer, I still think Chinkiang will remain the source of supply. The 
numerous junks that arrive here from Anhui with grain for the North, invest the proceeds of their sales in Foreign 
goods, and unless Steamers reduce their freights considersibly the junks will still be their own return carriers. 

The two im])ortant marts on the banks of the old Yellow River at the border of this province — Ch'ing-chiang- 

p*u {T^ /I^ im' '^^^ Huai-an-fu {\^ ^^ Ifr)' prf>inise to be very large consumers of Cottons. Last year 
27,359 pi<?ces were sent to these places for the supply of Southern Shantung and Honan. To give an idea of the very 
remarkable increase in the demand from these towns, I beg to invite your attention to the subjoined figures, which shew 
the amounts sent under Transit Pass during the past two years: 

1867. 1868. 



To Ch'ing-chiang-p*u, Pieces 815 15,818. 

„ Huai*an-fu, „ 350 11,541. 



i»i65 27,359. 



The opening of these towns to Foreign trade (if others are opened) I am inclined to think would be of consi- 
derable advantivge t« Natives and Foreigners. It would develop the resources of that part of the empire and prove a 
great outlet for Piece Goods. The Grand Canal is also the natural outlet to the sea for Honan and Shantung produce, 
and with the fine water communication for Steamere (in summer if not in winter) vid the Grand Canal from Ch*ing- 
chiang-p*u to Cl:i ikiang would certainly prove an easier means of transit for Shantung produce than as at present 
overland to Chefoo. I am told the excessive taxation along the Canal and chiefly at the Huaikuan (alias Wei-quan) 
Barrier is virtually equivalent to an embargo on the conveyance of produce by this route. One of the most striking 
instances is that of Silk Piece Goods sent from here to Huai-an-fu. The natural channel for cargo sent to that place is 
the Grand Canal, but, owing to the heavy imposts, merchants find it cheaper to send their cargo to Shanghai, thence 
to Chefoo, and from Cliefoo o/erland to Huai-an-fu, a distance of nearly f,200 miles from this, while the direct route is 
not more t' an iod miles. The table appended (Enclosure No, i,^ to tl is report shewing the Barrier charges on imports 
as paid by Native merchants will give an idea of the heavy imposts levied. It is, therefore, not surprising that Natives 
should seek Foreign assistance in getting their goods covered by a Transit Pass, as in nearly every instance the Barrier 
charges are more than double the Transit Dues, and often much more. 

Having 
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Having at the commenceraent of this report metitioDed the number of towns that draw their supplies of Foreign 
goods from Chinkiang, it may be of value to those interested in the trade of this port to learn the names of these marts, 
the quantity sent to each, and the distance, province and route, since the question of inland navigation by Foreign boiitit 
not propelled by steam has lately been mooted ; and if ever steamers or other Foreign boats are permitted to navigate the 
inner waters, the system would probably be inaugurated in this province. I have accordingly annexed a table (Enclosure 
No. 2) giving these particulars, and would suggest that if a similar return were issued at other ports where the Transit 
system is largely availed of, and published with the Trade Returns, it would in a measure afford me;ins of ascertaining 
the final destination of Foreign imports, and the extent of country supplied by the Treaty Ports. The benefit Foreign 
merchants might derive by transporting produce from, and imports to, the interior, in sailing vessels, is very questionable-. 
Assuming that they would still engage in the inland transit of goods to the stime extent as at present, to discard tlie 
Native for Foreign craft, would entail the owning or chartering of many boats at, most certainly, an increased rate of 
transport and wages, the moment Foreigners appear in the market. Such a change would only result in an increase in 
the cost of transit instead of a decrease. During the past year, merchants have forwarded a very large proportion of 
their imports to the interior, and latterly not a day elapses without applications being made for Passes to send goods U* 
the opposite parts of the province. To illustrate my remark as to the impracticability of Foreigners sending goods 
inland in sailing vessels, an extract from our Transit Pass Register will suffice, shewing the distance and direction t(t 
which the goods were sent. For instance, on the same day a merchant sent Piece Goods and Sugar — 

To Huai-an-fu, 436 li N. of Chinkiang. 

„ Ning-kuo-fu, 730 „ S.S.W. „ viA T*ai-p*ing-fu. 

„ Liichow*fu, 625 „ W. „ 

— and on the following day sent more to equally opposite parts of this and the next province. It will thus be seen that 
if such voyages were to be performed by Foreign boats, to enable a merchant to forward goods to these distant marts 
with the Siwue regularity as at present, it would entail the maintenance of a large fleet of such craft. I think their can 
be little doubt that the mode now in force will be preferred by merchants here, and that the Native boat will be found 
much less expensive than one of a similar build but with a Foreign flag and owner. Without the aid of steam the 
present s^'stem of sending goods inland cannot be improved upon. 

I cannot indulge in the hope that the local officials encourage the idea of opening the C6sd Mines in this 
vicinity. Feng-shui and the superstition of portents and omens are difficulties they do not try to overcome. I have, 
endeavored to shew the fallacy of such arguments that mining is portentous, by taking as a precedent the working of the 
mines at Kelling. No evil results have arisen from Coal mining in Formosa. On the contrary, — commerce, revenue 
and industry have increased, and a port which but a few years ago brought nothing to the exchequer is now a source of 
considerable revenue. 

Let us hope that the actual evidence of the advantages gained by those who have abandoned the old prejudices 
may be sufficient to induce others to banish the old-fashioned notions inherited from their forefathers. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 



H. KOPSCH, 

Commimoner of Cuttom». 



To Robert Hart, Esquire, 

Impector (jtneral of Cnslonuy 
PEKING. 



( Etidomrt 
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(Enclosure No, i. ) 
(\)MPARATivE Table of (approximate) Barrier Charges and Transit Duty. 

N.H.— In "BaiTier Charges" are included li ( j^), ^hui (^ft), and c^tian (^ ), as paid by Native merchants. 

The table is arranged alphabetically. 



Description 
of Mfi'cnamlize. 



('otton C'loth, Native, 

Cotton, Raw, 

(ilaas, 

Ilt>M, 



Sandalwood, 



Shirtings, Gi-ey, 



Shirtings, White,. 



Sugar, Brown, 



T-Cloths, 



To or From what 
Pl<iu. 



Hai-m^n, 

T*ung-chow, 

Hai-in^n, 

T*ung-chow, 

Yang-chow, 

Chang-chow, 

Ju-kao, 

Liu-ho, 

Nanking, 

^ing-kuo-fu, 

Hsien-nii-niiao, . . . . 

Ta-chiang, 

T*ai-chow, 

Tan-yang, 

Yang-chow, 

Y^n-ch*^ng, 

Lii-chow-fu, 

Hsien-nii-miao,.... 

Ta-chiang, 

Wu-hu, 

Yang-chow, 

Ch*ing-chiang-p*u,. 

Hsii-cbow, 

Huai-an, 

Lii-chow, 

Nanking, 

Sha-kou, 

Shao-po, 

Hsien-nii-miao, 

Wu-hu, 

Yang-chow, , 

Ch*ing-chiang-p*u,. 

Huai-an, 

Sha-kou, 

Shao-po, , 

Hsien-nii-miao, . . . . , 

Yang-chow, 

Ch*ing-chiang-p*u,. 

Nanking, 

Shao-po, , 

Ch'ing-chiang-p*u,. 

Lii-chow-fu, 

Hsien-nii-miao, 

Yahg-chow, 



CloMifitr 
of QuaiUity. 



Pecul, 

Pecul, ..... 

loo Sq. feet, 
Pecul, 



Pecul, 



Piece,. 



Piece,. 



Pecul, 



Piece,. 



Barrier Charges 
U, K. fh 



1.2.3.5 
1.2.3.5 
0.8.2.4 
0.8.2.4 
0.1.7.6 
o. 1 .4. 1 
0.2.3.8 
0.2.3.5 
0.2.3.5 
0.2.8.2 
0.2.5:2 
0.1.5.7 
0.2.7.5 
0.0.7.0 
0.1. I.I 
0.2.5.2 
1.0.3.9 
0.8.2.4 
0.4.7.0 
1. 0.0.0 
0.3.2.9 
0.1.7.6 
0.2.5.9 
0.1.7.6 
0.2.4.7 
0.2.0.0 
0.1.7.6 
0.2.2.3 
0.2.2.3 
0.2.4.7 
0.1. 1.7 
0.1.7.6 
0.1.7.6 
0.1.7.6 
0.2.2.3 
0.2.2.3 
0.1. 1.7 
0.4.0.5 
0.2.3.5 
0.2.6.7 
0.1. 1.7 
0.2.4.7 
0.2.2.3 
0.1.7.6 



Transit Duty 

H,K,m 



0.7.5.0 
0.7.5.0 

0.1.7.5 

0.1.7.5 
0.0.7.5 

0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.0.6.2 
0.2.0.0 
0.2.0.0 
0.2.0.0 
0.2.0.0 
0.2.0.0 
.0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.6.0 
0.0.6.0 
0.0.6.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 
0.0.4.0 



Barrier Chargejt 

are whcU % 0/ value 

of AHi-cU. 



2.6 
2.6 

5.4 

5.4 
4.6 

4.6 

7.9 

7.83 

7.83 

9.4 

8.4 

523 
9.16 

2.33 

3-7 

8.4 

26.4 

21. 1 
12 
25.9 

8.19 
8 

1 1.8 
8 

11. 2 
9.1 
8 

10 
10 
II. 2 

5-3 

7-4 

7.4 

7.4 

9-9 

9-9 

5 

13.5 
7.8 

8.8 

5.3 
II. 2 

10 

8 
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( Enclosure No. 3. ) 

Table showing the Quantity of Native Produce brought from the Interior 

during the Year 1 868, under 1 2 Transit Passes. 



> 


Jniticd Utttr of 

Province in 
which situated. 


Distance. 


Direction. 


Means of 

Cammunicaiion or 

Route followed. 


Cotton, 
Baw. 


Lily Flowers, 
Dried. 


Miles. 


Peculs. 


Peculs. 


HaiMen. vfe P^ 


K. 
K. 
K. 


173 
160 

133 


E. N. E. 

N. N. W. 

N. B. 


Small Canal 


353.75 

■ ■ • 

809.10 


• • • 

198.49 

■ • • 


Tung Chow, ^ JW 


Grand Canal, 

Small CanaL 




Total, 




1,162.85 


198.49 
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NINGPO TRADE REPORT, 



FOR THE TEAR 1868. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 
NINGPO, 3 1 ST January, 1869. 

The extent of country to which Ningpo serves as port may be roughly estimated as comprising four degrees of 
latitude — 27*^30' to 30° 15' N., and over four of longitude^ 117° to 121° 15' E.; thus including the province of 
Che-kiang and the south-eastern departments of the province of An-hwuy. Kiang-su, the province which bounds 
Che-kiang on the north, draws its supplies of Foreign goods from Shanghai, to which port in return it sends its produce 
for exportation. Communication with Fu-kien on the south, and with Kiang-si and An-hwuy on the west, is rendered 
extremely difficult by natural obstacles ; and the course of trade has sought channels of an easier though more circuitous 
nature. At Ch'ang-shan, where the three provinces— An-hwuy, Kiang-si, and ChS-kiang, are conterminous, a range of 
liills,— mentioned in the narrative of Lord Macartney's embassy as being "apparently higher than any in Great Britain," 
— puts a barrier to continuous water communication, and presents a formidable obstacle to transit. 

The rivers of the province take their rise within its boundaries, and, although they afford excellent inter- 
provincial communication, they offer no facilities for commercial intercoifVse with the neighbouring provinces. The chief 
of these rivers, the Ch'ien-t^ang, was formerly known as the Cho-kiang; the term "Che," to breaks being probably applied 
to it on account of the great tidal wave, — enumerated in a Chinese saying as one of the three wonders of the empire, — 
which breaks in the estuary into which the river falls. 

From the ancient name of this river the province takes its name, and aided by the several affluents which it 
receives, the Ch*ien-t*ang forms the principal highway betf^een the north of the province, and the departments situated in 
the south and south-west. One of its branches, running in a south-easterly direction, joins the Tung-yang near Lan-ki, 
and thence flowing east and south connects the north of the province with the central department of Kin-hua, and with 
the departments on the eastern seaboard and the borders of Fu-kien. Another branch, running south and west, affords 
communication with Kii-chow, and those departments of An-hwuy which lie east of the Yang-tz' and south of Ning-kuo-fu. 
The Fei-yiin, the first of the rivers discharging on the southern coast of the province, rises on the borders of Fu-kien, and 
is connected with the Heng-yang by an artificial channel running north and south from P'ing-yang to Suy-an. These, 
and other rivers rising in the high lands to the west and flowing e^istward to the sea, are connected and interlaced by 
innumerable canals, which form the district and departmental boundaries; drain the lands in wet seasons, and irrigate 
them in times of drought; render transport easy and inexpensive, and form a most convenient system of intercommunica- 
tion between the several cities and districts of the province. 

The greatest breadth of the tract of land to which Ningpo serves as port is about 290 miles from east to west; 
and its greatest length is about 350 miles from north to south. That part of Che-kiang which lies north of Hang-chow 
draws its supplies of Foreign goods from the nearer port of Shanghai, and belongs geographically and commercially to 
the province of Kiang-su. The extent of country thus subtracted from the provinces of which Ningpo is the only port 
open to Foreign trade, is, however, compensated for by the south-east section of An-hwuy, which finds a port of outlet 
and supply at Ningpo. 

The census of 18 12, as quoted by Dr. Williams, states the population of Chd-kiang at 26,256,000, andajiyea 
the area of the province as 39,150 squiire miles. Thus the area of Chd-kiang is greater than that of Portugal, and about 
the same as England without Wales or Scotbind. The population is eight times as dense as that of Portugd, and nearly 
three times as dense as that of England. 

This 
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This enormous population is principally agricultural, if indeed the cultivation of silk and tea may bo 
considered agricultural pursuits. The silk manufactures of Hang-chow are said to give employment to 60,000 persons 
within the city walls, and Hu-chow, Kiarshing and the surrounding villages, are reputed to employ a hundred thousand 
more. The manufactures of Shao-shing— fans, soy, and wine, furnish occupation for several thousands; and » 
onsiderable per centage of the population of the same city find employment as clerks in the magistracies and 
yamdns throughout the empire, though included in the census returns of their native district. The fans of 
Shao-shing; the paper of Yen-chou, — mentioned by Du Halde as in great esteem and demand; the white insect 
wax, the vegetable tallow, and the hams of the central prefecture Kin-hua; the iron and alum of W^Urchow, and the 
cuttle fish of the Chusan Archipelago, these, and kindred industries furnish employment to considerable numbers. But 
still the bulk of the population is engtiged in agricultural pursuits, though by no means exclusively in the cultivation of 
rice. The variety of crops produced in the great alluvial plain, in which, at the confluence of two rivers, the city of 
Ningpo stands, is worthy of remark. The whole plain is an expanse of the most careful cultivation. Paddy, oil-seeds, 
cotton, mulberries, flux, indigo, safflower, the "nctritia" or castor-oil plant, the "taro," from which a very fair 
arrow root is made, and numerous descriptions of medicines, give as great a variety to the scene as could be atibrded 
by diversity of surface. 

The neighbourhood of the Hang-chow bay, though by no means fertile in comparison with the more centnil 
districts, shows many instances of mud flats and barren tracts of sand reclaimed and put under cultivation. This part 
of the province has suffered much from inundations, and protection has been sought from the inroads of the sea by means 
of dykes and embankments, erected at enormous cost. In some cases successive encroachments upon the shores of tlie 
bay are marked by double and even triple dykes, the inner ones serving rather as marks of former aggressions than 
bulwarks agj\inst new attacks. The mud and silt brought down to the sea by the Ch*ien-t*ang in its rapid course of 
about 160 miles is deposited upon the southern shore of the estuary, and, aided by the deposits swept southwards from 
the mouth of the Yang-tz', encroaches upon the bay by a slow process of gradual elevation. Nor is the northern side uf 
the bay exempt from tl^e same process. Kan-p*u is mentioned in the early Chinese annals, ( a.d. 306, ) as a port of 
note. It was well known in the middle ages as the port of Hang-chow or Kin-sai; it is frequently referred to by the 
Ciirly Arab travellers as the port most frequented by them, and the tenninus of western trade; and Marco Polo speaks 
of it under the name of Gaii-pu as " an extremely fine port, frequented by all the ships which bring merchandise from 
India." Kan-p*u is now a town of no importance. Its harbour is filled up by the gradual recession of the sea; its sole 
trade is in firewood and salt; and it has been succeeded, as the port of the provincial capital, by Ch*a-p*u, some 20 miles 
to the eastward. But, though the encroachment upon the sea appears to be constant and unceasing, and though the 
desolating inundations which form historical landmarks in the province oc^ur less frequently and are less terrible in 
their results than fornierly, still, the elevation of the shores and the multipliciition of the dykes, do not entirely free the 
district from the fear of floods. Inundations still occur when tjie " eagre " of the Ch*ien-t*ang is unusually fierce, an«l 
when the river itself is swollen by heavy rains and mountiiin torrents. But these floods are, usually, merely local, and 
have no other result than that of causing temporary scarcity, from which the country soon recovers. The history of 
Che-kiang during the past few years is a remarkable instance of the ease with which a Chinese province recovers 
from evils of the most desolating character. Six years ago the greater portion of it was laid waste; nearly all 
the moveable wealth was carried away; only the uiore indestructible buildings were left standing; upon a moderate 
computation the male population of the province must have been fairly decimated; yet now the country is beginning to 
resume the same appearance of cultivation and prosperity which all travellers unite in ascribing to it before the advent of 
the rebel hqrdes. Wise measures have been adopted by the provincial government. Encouragement has been given 
to settlers; land ofllered free of taxes; seed grain provided at public expense, and the cultivators furnished with an 
advance sufficient for their support until th& gathering in of the harvest. The province is fitst regaining its old position ; 
and though it is impossible to make a digest of the varied and detailed intelligence contained in the Customs' returns of 
the trade, a glance at the principal items will serve to sho\y reviving prosperity in the increased demand for Foreign 
imports and the general advance of trade. 

The total value of the trade of Ningpo for the year 1868, is, fh [2,599,445 — or about £ 4,199,815. Thus, as 
regards the value of the trade of the year, Ningpo ranks as the sixth, and with regard to the Revenue collected the 
fifth, among the Treaty Ports. 

Of the total value of the trade a» given above— the Imports account for 7h 6,528,724, and the Exports for 
Til 6,^36,034. Treasure in^ported amounts to !Sii 932,194; exported, 7h 3,365,684. 
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To the total value of the Import trade, Foreign inii>orts contribute 7h 4,720,063, and Native imports 
'J^s. 1,808,661. The Foreign imports are made up of — 

Opium, 1h 2,235,634 

Piece Goods, : „ 1,212,146 

Metals, „ 536,272 

Rice, „ 352,769 

Wood, „ 63,740 

Sugar, „ 47,449 

Rattans, „ 47,973 

Coals, „ 15*500 

Tinder, „ 20,439 

Vermilion, „ 18,252 

Seaweed, „ 12,810 

Mangrove Bark, „ 1 2,760 

Birds' Nests , „ 10,790 

Sundries, „ I33»5i9 

The Native Imports consist of — 

Sugar, Brown, Tb. 193,721 

„ Whit«, „ 108,071 

Palm Leaf Fans, „ 133,370 

Medicine, ; „ 212,124 

Wood Oil, '. „ 113,204 

White Wax, „ 141,200 

Tobacco ( Prepared, ) „ 86,083 

Lung-ngans, „ 92,138 

Hemp „ 49,922 

Sundries, „ 678,828 

A comparison of the returns of Cotton Piece Goods for the last four years shows a steady and considomMe 

increase: — 

1864. 1865. 1866. 1867. 1868. 

135*023. 137,703- 165,320. 294,558. 408,325. 

Thus, of the 2,398,000 pieces of Grey Shirtings imported at all the Treaty Ports during the year 1867, Nin«rpu 
received 221,585 pieces, nearly one-tenth of the total import. The import into Ningpo during 1868 exceeds that of 
1867 by 73,650 pieces, counterbalanced, however, by a corresponding increase in the total quantity imported at aW 
I4ie ports. This increase in the consumption of Piece Goods is to be ascribed partly to the growing prosperity of the 
province arising from the large cultivation and export of Tea, Cotton, and Native, Medicines; and partly to a reduction 
in the provincial imposts which has called forth an increased demand for Piece Goods by lowering the price at wliich 
they may be supplied. Of the 221,585 pieces Grey Shirtings imported into Ningpo in 1867, 124,930 pieces were sent 
inland under Foreign Transit passes. Of the larger total import, 295,236 pieces during 1868, 225,931 pieces were 
sent inland. 

The increase in the importation of Woollens may be seen in the figures given below: — 

1863. 1864. 1865. * 1866. 1867. 1868. 

10,718. i5»57o. 14,543- 12,450. 29,136. 33»ioi. 

Of the it^ms which form these totals, Spjvnish Stripes, Orleans, Lustres and Camlets, are the principal. Foreign 
Woollens for winter clothing appear, from the steady and progressive increase indicated above, to be gnulually super- 
seding the use of coarse and common furs among the Chinese of Ningpo. The wadded Silks, worn by the better classes, 
are, however, so much more durable and consonant to Chinese taste, that it will probably be long before they are dis- 
pkced. The demand for Russian Cloth, estimated a few years since at 5,000 pieces annually, has fallen off— only 59 
pieces having been imported in 1867, and 46 during 1868. 

The 
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The trade in Metals at the port is of considerable mngnitude. The value of this import during iS68 a 
to 550,000 taels,— ubout one-Hfth of the vnlue of the total import At nil the Treaty Ports. 

Tin is the chief of the items which nmke up this total. Of the 31,758 pecule import-ed at all the ports dm 
1867, Niiigpo received 23,043 peoula; leaving only 8,oao peeuls for distributiuu aniong the other port*. In 1868 H 
iuiportation at all the ports inereused to 45>tli peeuls, and of this total Ningpo received more tlniD one-hutf, 1 
33,072 peouls. 

The Tin iniport«d into Ningpo is largely used iu the manufacture of tin foil for sacrificial paper money, : 
pewter ware for household use. The pewter of Ningpo is held in high esteotn throughout the Empire, and if 
lu copper on account of its freedom from verdigris. Tin has long been an article of trade here, and waa imported a 
Nntive Junks before the port wa£ opened to Foreign tixde. The Dutch settlements in Somalra guve Holland an a 
undisputed monopoly of the early trade with China in this metul, so far, at least, sa European commerce w 
and liis monopoly the East India Company attempted, about 1780, to overthrow, by the introducUon of a 
from Cornwall. But the high price of the Cornish article rendered it, notwithstunding its saperior quality, nnahle t. 
compete with that from Banca, iind the supply of Ningpo is now derived entirely from Sbm and the Stiaits. ^ 
CiTfitoni House returns of the ijuanlity imported at all the porta is probably considerably below the actual impwt H 
touBUinption. The Bancn tin is mined iind smelted by Chinese settlers, and large quantities are said to 
direct to Chinu in Chinese junks. The imports of Tin from 1863 to 1 868 at Uie port ore as bekw :— 
1S63. 1864. 1865. 1866. 1867. 1S68. 



iS,yi6 



6,976 



17.404 



22,307 



23,043 



23,072 



The import of Nail Rod Iron during 1868, shows an eiccsa of 1 1,000 pecula over that of 1867. 
import at all the ports dnring 1868 was 163,833 peouls, of which Ningpo took zi.650. 12,000 peeuls of this 31,^3 
were sent under Foreign Transit Pius to Shao-sbing and Hang-chow, where it is manufnctuied into agricultural implen 
and tools, bands for water-bucketa, and nails for the thick-soled Native wint«r shoes. With regard to these nulls, a 
strange restriction prohibits the manufacture of more than a few dozens at a time, unless responsible security be given 
that the nails are intended for their obvious and accepted use, und not for sale ue bullets to rebels or pirates. 

Native Iron is very expensive, and has been entirely superseded in Ningpo by Foreign. It hiw been suggested 
that if models of iron implements and tools of every kind were sent to Birmingham and Sheffield, and exactly repro- 
duced without any attempt nt improvements in general shape or adaptation, they might become articles of commerce. 
American machine-made nails of Chinese form have been the subject of an unsuccessful experiment at Ningpo, The 
iielection of nails as an experiment was, perhaps, unfortunnte. Nails, for building and general use, are usually made from 
Native iron, as it is softer, less brittle and liable to break than Foreign, and will permit of being worked up a second 
and third time. Machine-made nails have not yet superseded, even in Eutape, the noils wrought by hand, and so long 
as lite Nailers of Worcestershire and Warwickshire find it possible, in sjMte of machinery, to pursue their handicraft, it 
is idle to expect that the lower priced labour of the Chinese Nailers will be driven from the field. If the experiment of 
importing machine-made tools and implements of husbandry were tried, it is possible it might have a more EUCceBsfnl 
result. 

The range of hill* in which iLe Snowy TuDey is situated is said to be rich in iron ore; and in the Rev. 
Dr. MeDFniRST'a account uf a journey in that neighbourhood, mention is made of an iron foundry at Sha-k'l, supplied 
with ore from the black sand of the mountain stieams. 

The southern prefectures of the province — Ch'u-chow, T'«i-cbow, and W6n-cho«, produce iron in conaiderabiB 
quiuitities, though from its high prices, due to the clumsy and costly method of extraction, it is unable to compete with 
Foreign material. It meets at present with a merely local consumption, and if the prohibition against native junks carry- 
ing foreign iron were rescinded, it h by no means improbable that the native metal would he driven out of the market, 
even in the locality in which it is produced. It is said, bowwer, to be of excellent quality, M. Giquel, in his report 
upon the trade of Shanghai for 1865, speiks of the iron of Wen-chow as equal to tie best Swedish, though dearer, and 
to be obtaiiieil only in smiJI quantities. The importation of Nail Bod Iron during 1863 and soceesaive years is shown 

1863. 1864. 1865. 1866, 1867. 1868. 



10.901. 



15..I 



1,324- 



14,476. 



0,506. 



11,646. 



The import of Lead during 1868 was less, by about i 
6,232 peeuls having been imported in 1867, against 5,014 in 1S68. 
and was probably fomid in excess of the year's reqoirementifc 



100 pecnis, than the import of the preceding yetir; 
Tbe import iot 1S67 was, however, unusually larg^ 
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II is difficult to obtain finj reliable information concerning the minentl wealth of the province. The immediate 
lieighboiirhood of Nlngpo, and thence northward to the ioulhern shore of the Hang-chow bay, consists mfiinly of igneous 
rocha— iuindsuinea of Che older series uiixed with (^nitic, nnd in the lower hilLi fringing the plain, porphjritic roclu— or 
ulluviul plains, — in which mctnllic depoeita are not likelj lo be found. Ooal is worked in the district of Kiang-ahnn< in 
the west of the province, and also at Ch'ang-shan, and Si-an, where the three provinces of An-hwoy, Rinng-si and Chj- 
kiung nieeL The coal found in these hills is said to conbiin a greater amount of carbon than the ordinary bituminiona 
Horl. And is considered by a well-known scientific observer to compare favourably with onr English Coal. {Cb. Hop. vol. 
>9> p. 337.) The earlier foreign residents of Ningpo were accustonied to bum native coat, and during the Britjah 



r upon the a 



Of late yetirs the 



1 consome hirgo quantities of Kinng- 
. The Chinese nnnda of the provincA 

uention of the "sort of hlitok stone dug 
s use as fuel iu Chiii.1 nt a time when 
n-»ui a swell as in " the province of 



occupation of Chusan it was supplied □ 

difficulty of transport has caused the disco nUnuance of the supply. 

The three prefectures of Cb'u-chow, Yen-ohow, and Kii-chow, are said I 
Bhan coal, costing at the pit's mouth 100 to 120 cash per pecul = 7/ or 8/ pet toi 
iipeak of oouls beinjj found in these hills at a veiy eitrly period, and Marco Polo's 
out of the mountains where it nms in veins," and his circurnstiintial account of i 
it wiis scarcely known in Europe, vt probably the result of his observations in K 
L'iithay." 

Du Halde speaks of copper mines at Yen-chow-fu, but no notice of such mines appear in the annals of tlie 
prefecture. In the hills to the extreme south-west of the province, and in tlie Taiig<tung hills between the provinces 
of Ch^-kiang, Fu-kien and Kiwig-si, mines of copper and iron are found. But the working of them is prohibit- 
ed, nnd entrance among the hills forbidden, A cordon of military posts surrounds the hills, and every pass in the 
time provinces is closely watched. Memorials praying that increased vi^lance may be required from the niilitury 
appointed to prevent ingress, and that neglect may be visited by condign punishment, are quoted in the local annuls. The 
hills are said to be high, the roads impassable, and the reason advanced for stringent adherence to the terms of the inter- 
dict is— that due precautions may be taken againnt the recesses of the hills affording shelter and retreat to lawless buiidittL 
The desire of the Chinese Oovemment l« check the development of a pursuit which has always been found lo demoralise 
the population is not, perhaps, so open to censure and contempt as the Foreign press in China is apt to aasume. 

It is, of course, beyond dispute that the opening of mines of ooal and iron, and tlie application of science to 
the extraction of minerals, will provide a new means of employment for Chinese labour, and better the condition of those 
employed. But, is it not to be feared that the opening of mines of precious metals in China may result in lawleaimes* 
and riot, such as characterised the discovery and working of Gold mines in California and Anstialiu t may produce 
similar evils, intensified and aided by the greater powerletsness of the Chinese Government and the lower civilization of 
the Chinese miners? And, moreover, is it not also to be feared that the application of science and scientific methods of 
mining in China, may produce here the same results as, in the Europe of the 1 7th centncy; followed the conquest of Peru 
and the opening of its nines of silver; may inuudate the circulation, depress the general rates of values, and cause a 
sudden and enormous rise in prices I 

A larger ([unntity of Matwa Opium appears to have been imported into Ningpo during 1868, ttuta any of the 
four preceding yean; — 

1864. 1865. 1866. 1B67. 1868. 



a,3gr. 
In regard to this increase, Ningpo stands in a 



3,213. 3,952. 3,968. 

n e^iceptioual relation to the other ports, in nearly oil of which » 
decrease is manifest. The increased con.'tumption of Malwa is, however, more than balanced by a decrease in the 
importation of Patna and other kinds, us is shown by the figures below; — 

1 864. 1 865 . 1 866. 1 867. 1 868. 



Patna, Benares, Persian and Turkey 276. 

Whether this increase in the consumption of Malw 
sumption of opium of native growth, I am unable to say. 
iToni Ningpo, UTid the acquisition of reliable information is 
t Ningpo, but it is said to bo consumed to the almost ( 



produced. In the south of the province but little foreign drug appears to lie used. Of that imported into Wfin- 
i;how, three~tenths come overland from Pii-cliow; and nnmerous imposts, added to tlie difficulty of transit, enhance the 
« the consumer and restrict the deoiand; Malwa in WSn-chow is seldom less than 'Itk 6cx> per pecul. 




901. 1,099. ',o9S> 537- 

1 is attended with any corresponding decrease in the con- 

The principal poppy-growing prefectures are far removed 

iitrejnely difficult. No native opium is exposed for sale 

exclusion of the foreign article in the districts where it is 
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The cultivation of native opium in Ch^-kiang has been so extensively carried on as to call forth, on one 
or two occasions, Imperial Edicts to forbid it« growth. During the reign of Tao-kuang, a censor — Shao-ch^ng-hu — a 
native of Hang-chow, presented a memorial to the throne, urging that the cultivation of the poppy in T*ai-chow, 
Ningpo, Shao-shing, Yen-chow and W6n-chow, might be prohibited by Imperial command. In this memorial the censor 
states that opium is also obtained from the juice of the fu-jung^ or hihucus ; an obvious error, arising, probably, from 
opium having formerly been known as a-fu-jung, by which name it is mentioned as a medicine in the great 'Materia 
Medica' of Li-shih-chen ( 1 569. ) A maip of land planted with poppies, is said to be ten times as profitable as rice, and fears 
are expressed lest deficiency of grain should result from increased cultivation of opium. It is worth noticing that Sir 
Thomas More, in his Utopia, expresses a fear, analagous, though not, perhaps, so well founded, respecting the increase of 
pasture and grazing lands in the England of his day: an increase by which, "Sheep may be said to devour men, and 
unpeople not only villages but towns." Similar views with regard to the cultivation of native opium are expressed in a 
more recent memorial published during the present year, in which, another censor — Yu-peh-ch*uan — laments that in districts 
where opium is grown it is often impossible to purchase the absolute necessaries of life, even though money be not 
wanting; and emphatically declares that the cultivation of native opium is a source of greater disaster than the rebel- 
lion. Whether the edict issued in reply to this memorial will avail to check the growth in Che-kiang, seems at best 
but doubtful ; prohibitions equally rigid have been issued in days gone by, and the poppy is still cultivated in sight of the 
walls of Ningpo. 

The highest price of Malwa during 1868 was !^ 525, and the lowest 7h 465. 



The quantity of Rice imported during 1868 is less, by 7o,cxx) peculs, than the import of 1867. This decrease 
is to be ascribed mainly to the gradual recovery of the province from the eflJects of the rebel devastations; and, in the 
absence of an unusually bad harvest, will probably be followed by a still greater decrease in the imports of the current 
year. The depopulation which followed the rebel occupation of the province — 1860-63, resulted in a proportionate area 
of land falling out of tillage, and hence the exceptionally large imports of rice which mark 1862-63-64. But, as the 
eflects of the devastation are now being repaired and obliterated, each year sees an increase in the extent of land brought 
under tillage, and a corresponding decrease in the demand for foreign grain. The stimulus given to the cultivation of 
cotton by the unusually high prices of 1863-64 has passed away, and there seems every resison to believe, that Che-kiang 
will now resume its former position as a grain-growing province, independent of external supplies. The annual rice 
tribute of the province, fixed at 610,000 peculs of 145 catties each, was remitted during the first two years succeeding 
the Im])erialist re-occupation of Hangchow 1864-65. It is now regjiiuing its former amount: 200,000 peculs were sent, 
in 1866, in 100 native junks ; 360,000 peculs, during 1867, in 120 native junks; and 400,000 peculs in 1868, in 150 
junks. This tribute in kind is only sent from the prefectures north of Hang-chow bay ; Ningpo, and the prefectures 
to the south, pay a commutation in money. 

The use of grain in the distilling of wine, an industry largely pursued in the prefecture of Shao-shing, is looked 
upon with disfavor; and repressive measures, generally inefficient and easily evaded, are sometimes adopted with the view 
of checking the use of grain and preventing any sciircity, or increase of price, in an article of food of such primary 
import<\nce. The use of rice for wine, save in fixed quantities and under certiiin restrictive conditions, is prohibited by 
edict ; and the licenses issued to the distilleries are said to contain a stipulation that none but spoiled grain shall be 
employed. 

During the year 1868 no imports of peas or beans appear in the returns ; a combination of native junk owners 
having proved sufficiently powerful to induce the native traders to decline to purchjise peas imported in foreign craft. 
Two vessels entered with cargoes of pulse and bean cake, and on difficulty being experienced in finding a market, the 
Tao-tai issued a proclamation, declaring the right of Foreign vessels to engage in the traffic. It was, however, impossible 
to force a market, and m no purchasers appeared, notwithstanding that the cargoes were offered at rates lower than those 
prevailing at the time, both vessels left the port, the one proceeding to Hongkong and the other to Amoy. 

Tlie importation of wood is an important item in the trade of the port, though it does not figure with its due 
magnitude in the Foreign Customs' Returns. Like other districts densely populated, Che-kiang has been almost 
entirely denuded of its forests ; and latge quantities of poles, spars and unhewn timber, are imported to meet the 
requirements of the province. The woods principally imported in Foreign vessels are ebony, sapan, sandal and red- 
wood. The reviving prosperity of the province creates a demand for ebony, for lamp frames, chopsticks, and small 
articles of furniture. Sapan-wood is largely used as a dye ; and red-wood, which is low priced and takes varnish 
well, is employed in the mivking of furniture. A demand for red-wood appears to be springing up in the interior, 
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«oii8iderabla quantities liaving been sent daring the past year to Shao-shing. Tkese 'woods, and odiers similar in 
kind and use, are imported in foreign vessels. The wood for building purposes is imported in native bottoms in 
quantities with which the foreign woods can bear no comparison. Over 600' wood junks are reported by the Native 
Customs as having entered from Fu-chow and WSn-chow during the year, and estimating each junk to carry 2,000 
spars, the tot;il entry amounts to 1,200,000. This estimate, large as it is, will not seem excessive when it is remem- 
bered that no timber enters the province by the western frontier, and that the native supplies are altogether inadequate 
to its wants. 

A considerable increase is noticeable in the imports of native origin, though how far this increase is due to a 
mere transfer of the native goods from native to foreign craft, it is impossible to say. Fungus, hemp, medicine, and 
wood oil show an increase ; and the decrease in sugar may probably be attributed to the large imports of 1867, which 
were in excess of the requirements for the year. That the import of sugar has failed to grow with the growth of foreign 
trade at Ningpo, and is now less than in 1864-65 and 66, is, perhaps, due to the course of trade having taken a new 
direction. A large quantity of the siigar imported in former years, into Ningpo, was re-exported in Shan-tung junks to 
the north, where it is now found less expensive to send it direct : — 



Brown Sugar, Pec.uU 

White „ „ 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


• 

1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


128757 
66,520 


115,009 
27,765 


95^330 
5^311 


121,144 
32,538 


141*273 
49.7.05 


«7o93 
27,080 



Although vegetable tallow figures among the native imports, it is largely cultivated in the province, where a 
great demand exists for the manufacture of votive candles. The alluvial plains in the Ningpo prefecture, grow the 
" stUlingia sebiferoj" or tallow tree, in great numbers, and its extraordinary utility explains its general cultivation. From 
its leaves a blaick dye is prepared, wbich has a large local consumption. The seeds furnish the tallow ; and the keniels. 
when crushed, yield an oil, which is said, among other proi)erties, to possess that of changing grey hair to black., *Th«* 
refuse of the seeds furnish a manure of special value in the cultivation of tobacco, and the bark is used as a medicine, flie 
tallow is collected by a simple but efficient process. The seed is contained in a three-lobed berry, surrounded by a white 
fatty substance, disclosed, when the seeds are ripe, by the bursting of the capsule. This seed is crushed and boiled ; the 
fat, rising to the top is skimmed off, then melted and run into moulds, where it is suffered to cool in cakes of 60 c^itties 
each. The avtrage price of the Ch^-kiang tallow is $ 13 per pecul ; a price which has perhaps prevented it t'roin 
entering into competition in the European market with the animal tallow of Russia and Uruguay. The vegetahle 
tallow of Singapore, made from the seeds of a species of mangosteen, is, however, imported into England for the use of 
candle manufiictureri : and it appears possible that the superiority of the vegetable product might likewise eniiMe the 
tallow of Gh^-kiang to find a market in Europe, notwithstanding the high price caused by the large local consmn prion. 
Dr. MaeQowan st^^tes, on the authority of the American Encyclopaedia, that the tallow tree is almost naturalized in tlie 
luaritima tracts of South Carolina. 

EXPORTS. 

The value of the S^ort trade of Ningpo for i868,*amouuted to 6,070,709 taels, or about £ 2,026,903. This 
total was made up of — 

Tea, ., 7h 3»837,375 

Cotton, „ 749,646 

Madicinea, „ 239,559 

Cuttle Fidr,.... „ 165,974 

Mats, , „ 48,596 

^ Silk, Raw, „ 566,618 

Silk Piece Goods, „ 87,135 

Nankeens, „ 45,487 

Copper Cash, „ 66,300 

— and other articles valued at ^.... „ 267,019 

The 
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The increase in the fixport trade during 1868, is scarcely apparent upon comparisoti with the value assigfled to 
the Exports of 1867, as many of the articles which figure in the returns for that year are estimated at a uniformly 
higher value than during the year to which this report refers. A large increase in the quantities exported appear? 
upon comparison of the returns of the princi^l items for the two years, but, in some instances, a higher value is asogned 
to the smaller Exports of 1867, than to the larger of 1868. 

Tea accounts for more than one-half of the Export trade, — 123,786 pecnU, valued at 3,837^375 tads, having 
been exported during 1868. 

Up to the year 1865, the An-*hwuy teas, known as " Fy-chow," were sent dire t^ Shanghai, that port being 
nearer to the producing districts, and the route being unobstructed by the numerous portages which impede 
communication between An-'hwuy and Ningpo. In 1866, however, a reduction of the Che^kiang provincial impo0t« offered 
jin inducement to teamen to abandon the route through the province of Kiang-su, and ship their teas at Ningpo. 
An-*hwuy teas psussing through Kiang-su to Shangbii, are charged an octroi of one tael per pecul on entering Hangchow; 
while the Ningpo route, on the south of Hangchow bay, renders entrance into the city unnecessary, and thus evades the 
additional impost. The difference in the expense of transport caused by the greiUer distance and more frniaent portages 
(»f the Ningpo route, is very trifling, and is more than compensated by the saving in duty, which is likewise adequate 
to cover the steamer freight to Shanghai. The saving of this one tael per pecul, against which must be set the 
difference in the expense of transport indicated above, and four mace per pecul steamer freight to Shanghai, would not 
l>e found a sufficient inducement for the diversion of the teas from the nearer and less impeded route, were it not 
jisbisted by other causes and advantages, of which the low rate of godown rent and storage at Ningpo is, perhaps, the 
most important. Tea sent to Shanghai direct, must be stored imtil sold, in godowns, the rent of wliich makes an 
appreciable addition to its cost. The saving effected by storing it in Ningpo, at an almost nominal charge for godown 
rent, until it can be sold ^'by muster" in Shanghai, is said to be one of the principal indncenients to the change in the 
route of the Fy-chow teas. 

A considerable share of the increase in the export is due to the diversion of the An^^hwuy teas, but a large portion, 
as shewn by the following figures, is due to an increase— under the stimulus of high prices and certain markets— in the 
])roduction of the Pi'ng-shui teas, which find their nearest and most natural outlet at Ningpo. 



For the year 1865, Pecuh 

it 99 if loOO, „ 

»» » I> J 007, „ 

M J» f» 1868, „ 


HUI-CHOW. 


Pl*NG-SHUI. 


Total. 


42,397 
61,275 

69,160 
74,271 


34 
12 

77 
78 


28,264 
40,850 
46,107 

49»5H 


88 

07 
18 

52 


70,662 
102,125 
115,267 
123,786 


22 

19 
95 
30 



Both descriptions of tea— Fy-chow and Pi*ng-shui, are cultivated in a section of country lying partly in 
( ?he-kiang and partly in An-*hwuy, between the thirtieth and thirty-first parallel of N. latitude. The Fy-chow teasf come 
from the district of Wu-yiian in the prefecture of Hui-chow, ( of which Fy-chow is the Cantonese pronunciation,) at the 
N.W. extremity of the Sung-lo hills, which form the water-shed between the two provinces. A few years since the teas 
were fired and prepared in the producing districts, or at Shao-shing and Yen-chow-fu. Tlie Fy-chow teas are still prepared 
before arrival, but the Pi*ng-shui leaf is now fired at Ningpo, where 1 7 tea-firing establishments form a new feature in 
the industry of the place, and afford employment, in the summer months, to between seven and eight thousand people. 

Although the export of cotton has fallen from 125,155 peculs in 1863, to 44,180 peculs in 1868, the stimulus 
artorded to production by the exceptional demand of 1863 and ^64 does not appear to have been without a permanent 
fffect. As soon as the English market began again to draw its supplies from the United States, thus permitting the 
Indian cotton temporarily diverted to return to its former markets in China, the export began to fall. From 103,202 
peculs in 1864, it fell to 33,569 peculs in 1865, and 33,727 peculs in 1866. In 1867, a short supply in Japan, and heavy 
tloo<is in Hu-peh, caused the export to rise to 65,644 peculs. The export of the last year has been principally for the 
:<upply of the Canton market. The Native Customs report an export of 52,000 peculs during the year ia native junks — 
36,000 peculs for Fu-chow, and 16,000 peculs to Wen-chow. 

Estimating the average yield of land, under Cotton cultivation, at 40 catties a rwom, the quantity exported 
during 1868 represents the growth of about 40,000 acres. It is, however, impossible to estimate the quantity consumed 
within the province, and very difficult to obtain reliable statistics respecting the quantity exported in junks. 

The 



The obstacies offered by the uram-growing prejudices of the Chinese, lo auj divereion of the agricultural indus- 
try, apiiear to btive been nverconie in the case of cotton bj the obvious utility of the pknt. Great difficult; is, however. 
Miid to huve been experienced upon its firat introduction in the thirteenth century, nbout the Sftme time aa the first 
cotton manufiictures in Europe were estubliehed at Gmnada ; three centuries in advance of Flanders, and four in ikdvance 
of Great Britain. Prior to the thirteenth century the cotton pknt is snid to have been cultivnted merely for its flower? ; 
and tmditioQ states, with some shew of probability, tbit its introduction is due to Genghis Khan, whose grandson Kublai 
oecupied the Cbinese throne from 1280 to 1295. From Hiin)(-chow, then known as Sin-gan, the capital of the Erapirp 
during the Sung dynasty, the victorious Mon^'ols exacted heavy tribute ; and with a view of extending the cultivation of 
the plant which his ancestor had brought from India, Eublai enacted that a large portion of this tribute should be paid tii 
I'utton. For souie time the usual stereotyped objections to the Introduction of a new culture, — the multitude of silkworm 
renrers and silk weavers who would he thrown out of eniptoyinenti the inndvuablllty of a chnnge in the niateriiil of u 
mstuuie which had annwcred well enough for iiges past, and was hallowed by imnieinorial cuatom— these, Knd kindred 
objectious, carried with them no much weight, that it was not until the time of the laat of the Mongol dynasty A.D. 1533, 
that the di«like of novelty was overcome, and the pknt in general cnltivatiou. 

Ilie cotton exported from Ningpo is of two descriptions, each bearing 11 different name and market value. Tlint 
knriwn ns Yii-yao, grown in the distrii'ta bordering upon the sea coast, is of better quality and commands a higher 
price, than (hat called An-chang which is grown inland, and, thutt. deprived of those «allne ingredients in soil and 
iitniosphere, which the experience of the United States has shewn to be essential elements in the cultivation of the fineRi 



Of the total value of the Export trade for 1868, — 6,073,709 tuels, medicines represent 339,559 toels, A 
conipnrison of this export during the hist Rve yeikts, shown a large and gradually increasing tradci— 

1864. 1865, 1865, 1867, 1868, 

20,906 21,740 25,827 28,00s 30.319 

In exchange for theae exports, mostly the growth of the province, a large quantity of other niedieinei, not uidli- 

geiuiua to Chl'kiang, is imported from Sirch'uan by way of Han-kow and Shanghai. From the return of imports of 

medicines during the last five years as given below, It will be neea that, while the export in 1S68 is greater by oue-tbinl 

tiiiin in 1864, the imports for the hut five years remain almost stationary, 

1364. 1865. 1866. 1867. |S63. 

18,878 19,446 18.323 17.170 18,948 

Of the medicines exported, fully une-third is a root known locally as Fa-clilh, cultivated in the Shao-shiiia 
prefecture, and highly esteemed an a cure for rheumalisw. It is worth from $ 10 to $ 15 per pe«ul, and is mainly 
sent lo H6-nan and Sz-ch'uan. 

The Fnlcltuk referred to by Mr. Commissioner LBOMano in bis report for 1867, as "grown in large quantitieti 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Ningpo," is not the putehuk of commerce, though it is said to be w>nietinii<4 
palmed off as such npau unwary customers, by Native druggists. The real pntchuk, of which 183 peculs were imported 
during i86g, is the root of a sort of thistle known aa tlie 'aucklandia costui.' "Pntchuk" is its Calcutta name. It 
grows on the moist open slopes which surround the valley of Cashmere, at an elevation of 8,000 and 9,000 feet above thr 
level of the sen, and is obviausly a plant re<juiring little culture, aa the price at which it is sold in China {Th 12 prr 
pecul,) is said by £r. Boyle to be an advance of 3,000 per cent uiran its price in Cashmere. In India it is not held in 
repute as a medicine, but is used to protect the bales of shawls from the attacks of moths. The 'Materia Mtdtta of 
Li-8HiH'cneS prescribes it as a sovereign remedy in pulmonary complaints. * 

The medicine grown in the Cha-kiang province and exported from Ningpo under the name of ' Green Pulchnk ' 
Is referred by Dr. Hanbi^ry (Note* on. Chinete Mattria Medica) upon the authority of Tataiunov (Catalog. Med, 
Sinens,) to an arittoloehia, and the plant, which is a common garden creeper in Ningpo, bean a strong resemblance to tlip 
English Birthwort (ariilolothia daaatitit), which was long prescribed by English physicians as of great value in oa^cH 
of difficult parturition. The Virginian smike-root 'arUlolockia urptiiiaria,' to which this ' Cheng-mu-hsiang ' is closrly 
allied, is still included in the European phamiacopoiia, and is nn article of import into England from the United Stat<-4. 

The export of cuttle fish has increased from 9,100 peculs in 1861 valued at 7h 40,000, to peculs 41,000111 
1 868 valued at nearly 'fh 170,000. The fiahing for this and mackerel, pomfret, mullet rock-cod, &c., produced in the 
siinllow and muddy waters of the Chusou Arehipolago, is a most importaot branch of mdustry and appears to W 
ttrndily increasing, 

Tlie 
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The black fluid secreted by the cuttle fiflh in a small sac furnished with a long duct, through which the fish 
has the power of ejecting it at will, is not economized by the Chinese, but upon the dr3ring of the fish, is flung aside aa 
valueless. This secretion, long erroneously supposed to be the source of Indian ink, is in the Mediterranean dried and 
manufactured into '' sepia." Whether it bears a sufficiently high commercial value to render the drying and export of t-ha 
secretion a proQtable branch of industry in connection with the Ningpo fisheries, I am unable to say, but, if the pigr 
ment is an article of demand in European markets, Ningpo would be able to furnish considerable quantities at small 
cost Cuttle fish bones, which are ground into pounce and largely used instead of blotting paper, upon the Continent 
of Europe, are used as medicine in Ch^-kiang, and are sold at the price of $ i per pecul. 

The export of mats during 1868, shows an increase over the export of 1867, of nearly 50,000 pieces. The»e 
mats are made in short lengths of 6 feet, and are exported in bales of 100 pieces each. Nine-tenths of the exports are 
sent to Canton via Shanghai, for native use, and thus while Canton exported to the United States and Europe in 1867 
90,000 pieces of 40 yards each=3, 600.000 yards of matting, the same port imported during the same year, principally 
from Ningpo, 166,000 pieces of 2 yards each, equalling 332,000 yards. The difference between the Ninsjpo and Cantqn 
matting is in the process of manufacture rather than in the nature of the material, and is caused principally by the str^tw 
being split in pieces at Canton, and worked up whole at Ningpo. An attempt to introduce the Canton method of manu- 
facture is now being made, and if successful, will, probably, re:4ult in enabling Ningpo to compete with Canton in supply- 
ing the United States and European markets. 

Silk shews an increase of 600 peculs over the export of 1867; and this is to be attributed, rather to the 
extended culture of the silkworm in the neighbourhood of Ningpo and south of the IJangchow bay, than to any 
exceptional diversion of the trade from its usual channels, such as occurred in 1861, when, owing to the rebel occupatiou 
of the couijtry between the silk district* and Shanghai, the export from Ningpo amounted to nearly 7,000 peculs. 

As a port, Ningpo possesses the advantages of being easily accessible and centrally situated in a highly fertile 
plain, inhabited by a most industrious people. Its disiwlvantages arise from the obstruction to internal traffic caused by 
the numerous portages which intervene between the port and the provincial capital, hindering direct communication, and 
lessening the utility of an otherwise admirable and complete system of cartals. (Competent judges declare that the 
removal of these obstacles, and the opening of a level waterway between Ningpo and the Hangchow bay, might be 
uccomplished without any very great expenditure of nipney, or unusual exertion of engineering ^kill. The benefits alike 
to native industry and foreign trade, which would result from easier communication with the tea-producing districts of 
the west of the province, and the valley of the Ch'ieu-t'ang, abounding in mineral deposits, are ^o obvious aa to need n*) 
enumeration here. 

It does not lie within my province to anticipate future progress, or to .'speculate upon the monil and intellectual 
benefits which every improvement of the means of locomotion, and every invention teiMling to abridge distai^ce, confers 
upon mankind. With regard to material advantages, it is, however, obvious, that increased facilities of communication 
will stimulate native industry towards the development of resources at present latet^t, and thus better the cqndition of 
the people, improve the prospects of tnide, at>d enhance the prosperity of Ningpo. 



E. C. BOWRA, 

Acting Commissioner of Custovi^^ 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE of the PRINCIPAL ARTICLES of IMPORT 

AT THE PORT OF NINGPO, FROM 1 86 1 TO 1 868 INCLUSIVE. 



IMPORTS. 



i 



h 



Description of Goods. 



Cottoa Piece Goods, 

Woollen „ „ 

Metals :— Iron, Nail Rod, 

Lead, 

Tin, 

„ Plates, .... 
Opium: — Malwa, 

Patna, 

other kinds, 

Pepper: — Black, 

White, 

Rice, 

Wood: — Ebonv, 

Sandal, 

Sapan, 

Beans and Peas, 

Fnngus, 

Hemp, 

Lun^-ngans, Dried, 

Medicine, 

OU,Wood, 

Sugar: — Brown, 

White, 

Candy, 

Tobacco, Prepared, 

Wax, White, 






b* ^ 



03 

OQ 



o 






Total Value of Imports, exclusive 
of Re-exports, 

Treasure Imported, 



Pieces 

t» 
FecuU 

if 
>» 

V 

» 
»» 
l» 
»l 
»» 
»» 
»> 

» 

» 
l> 

» 
It 
>» 
11 
11 

H. 7h 



i86i. 



149,302 

1,771 
10,664 

3.676 

3,882 

103 

1,383 

70 

6 

4,002 

260 

36,871 
1,852 
3,460 
5,626 

31,461 

329 
485 

5,294 

2,9 » 7 
660 

52,089 

19,905 

4,225 

860 

292 



2,806,779 



1862. 



55,915 

4,114 

2,389 
687 

2,561 

33 
1,260 

26 

• « • 

178 

27 

194,534 

3,084 

• • ■ 

1,625 

1,774 
528 

1,136 

4,508 

3,146 

6,559 
7,585 
7,892 
1,340 

1,457 
466 



1863. 



149.700 

10,712 

10,901 

3,016 

25,916 

461 

2,634 
46 

• • « 

4,978 

46 

1,916,052 

8,102 

2,975 

9J79 
44,821 

1,337 

4,599 
16,328 

19,645 

13,415 
128,757 

66,520 

9,111 

5,711 
703 



2,385,358 11,890,208 



1864. 



135,023 
15,570 
15,188 

3,324 
6,976 
1,094 

2,939 
208 

68 

2,750 

94 
1,911,144 

8,639 
2,203 

14,055 
46,228 

1,628 

6,927 

18,003 

18,878 

10,792 

115,009 

27,765 
6,702 

5,106 

892 



10,003,113 



547,742 



1865. 



58,067 

14,543 

11,324 

595 

17,404 

1,182 

2,291 
500 
401 
836 
264 

562,443 
23,806 

4,332 

7,016 

18,411 

1,761 

10,554 
16,699 

19,446 

8,971 
95,330 

51,311 

3,598 

6,034 

573 



6,189,633 
808,085 



1866. 



165,320 
12,450 
14,476 

2,939 
22,307 

1,367 
3,223 

927 

172 

1,104 

lot 

154,646 

17,128 

1,775 

3,309 

14,393 
2,222 

6,528 

16,038 

18,323 

17,491 
121,144 

32,538 
5,260 

4,754 
466 



6,153,865 



512,791 



1867. 



294,558 

29,136 

10,506 

6,232 

23,043 
697 

3,952 

659 
436 

2,386 

122 

313,768 

8,406 

3,249 
10,619 

595 
1,726 

6,181 

20,124 

17,270 

16,395 

141,273 

49i705 

5,211 

6,350 
527 



6,730,430 
894,271 



1868. 



408,325 

33,»oi 

21,646 

5,014 

23,072 

926 

3,968 

351 
186 

1,083 

278 

242,972 

11,956 

578 
10,872 

• • • 

1,760 
6,240 

11,517 
18,948 

18,867 

87,593 
27,080 

7,752 

3,913 

565 



6,528,724 



932,194 



f^ 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE of the PRINCIPAL ARTICLES of EXPORT 

AT THE PORT OF NINGPO, FROM 1861 TO 1 868 INCLUSIVE. 

EXPORTS. 



Description of Goods. 



Copper Cash, ... 

Cotton, Raw, 

Fans, Paper, 

Fish, Cottle, 

Mats, Straw, 

Medicine, 

Nankeens, 

Silk Piece Goods,. 

,. Raw, 

Tea, Green, 

Tobacco L^ .... 
Wheat, 



Total Valne of Export Trade) 

exclusive of Re-exports, ) 

Total Value of Re-exports, 

Treasure Re-exported, 



0; 



O » 






Strings 

Peculs 

Pieces 

Peculs 

Pieces 

Peculs 



» 

>» 
II 



H.7h 



II 
II 



Duties Collected, 

Transit Dues, 

Fines and. Confiscations,. 



TONNAGE. 



American, 

British, 

Dani^ 

French, 

German, 

Russian, 

Sundry, 

Registered Boats, 



1861. 



2,985 
6,810 

105,535 
9,100 

255,296 

131625 

2,393 

748 

6,659 

51,688 
1,141 
4,463 



5,934,987 
227,345 



294,683 

34,581 
3,869 



5,465 
26,899 

1,834 
2,084 

6,386 

313 
5i872 



1862. 



178,718 
19,809 
19,180 
30,620 

442,831 

17,293 
280 

10 

1,507 

I4i549 

69 



i,5»7i935 
35i78o 



112,404 

30,776 

3i070 



14,564 
42,776 

24,117 

4,003 

5,735 

• • • 

5,556 
1,962 



1863. 



361,698 

125,155 

534,178 

37,119 

860,779 

23,237 

365 

35 

52 

36,438 

819 



4,253i020 
164,752 



352,945 
89,650 

12,024 



31,678 

122,873 

15,588 

5,528 

38,889 

1,532 

24,175 

8,348 



1864. 



1,362,892 

103,202 

1,216,252 

28,601 

722,790 

20,906 

461 

92 

949 

59,117 

2,152 

1,300 



6,250,306 

261,503 
1,023,615 



395,323 
103,167 

1,800 



76,156 
132,628 

15,053 
2,606 

37,856 
426 

18,434 
16,196 



1865. 



395,785 

33,567 

1,211,998 

38,092 

502,311 

21,740 

864 

202 

1,914 

73,928 

3,136 

23,932 



5,085,255 

294,966 
3,023,408 



383,725 
56,950 

4,849 



1866. 



375,301 

33,727 

1,119,693 

22,43 1 

457,198 
25,827 

1,245 
251 

1,039 

103,738 

2,947 
8,966 



6,435,810 

255,186 
3,274,118 



424,953 
62,875 

4,328 



125,569 


77,236 


95,332 


79,514 


4,696 


359 


2,205 


389 


21,470 


16,538 


226 


257 


11,004 


7,521 


8,931 


8,318 



1867. 



65,644 

1,985,000 

42,644 
551,230 

28,008 

1,068 

326 

934 

115,844 
6,366 

8,473 



1868. 



5,832,585 

227,453 
1,968,655 



452,602 

79,767 
3,338 



71,064 

68,137 

521 

T,o8o 

16,732 

• • • 

9,410 

8,541 



119,296 
44,181 

989,790 
42,328 

597,790 
30,229 

174 

1,531 

125,490 

2,314 

4,000 

6,073,709 

146,554 
3,365,684 

567,908 

31,788 
4,119 



150,196 

39,720 
196 

451 
11,118 

247 
6,811 
7,816 



( Bnclasun 



COMPARATIVE T. 

AT THE POl 



Cup[«'r Cimh, 
Cotwn, Raw 
Fbiiu, Phpct, 
Fish, Cuttle, 
Mats, titmw 
Medicine, 
N«nkeeiiii, 
bilk Piece Goods,, 
,. Row, .. 
Tea, Green, 
TobHccoIW, 
Whe«t, 




3S 



fBnclorare .Vo. i i 



rtr. Acting Commissioner BnwnA'a Dftpalck, Ninypo Serin, 
A'o. 39, ^ the 26th April, 1869.J 



SIR, — I beg to hand yaa a report on the 'WSnchow river and the ulandc off it to the Eastward, together with 
the different approaches through them to the entrance of the river. Accompanying the report nre two charts, the larger of 
which contains the river and adjoining istaudfl; the smaller shows the reach in the rirer as high up as Foreign vessels 
ran proceed with safet}'; the voiious vilkges and other remarkable objecta; also the island in the reach, with a simd 
hank running to the Eastward. 

1 hare taken the liberty to mark down in these charts such Buoys and Beacons as, in my opinion, would 
render the navigation safe; but, as opinions in these matters difTor very often, I have merely noted them down as sug' 
gestions. As a coDclusion to the report I hare given a few ijailing Direclions from Uu-tao Island to Jar Point anchorage. 
Iilandi off the il'lnehow Biver. 

Ten miles N. E. from W^nchow Point liea Taou Ishtnd, the largest of all the uplands to the Eastward; it is veil 
cultivated, and has a number of small villages on its shores, the largest being Ba P^ Ke-moDg, ou the S. E. point 
of the island. There is good anchorage off this village, and good shelter from N. W. toN.E. Formerly, when the convoy 
litLiiness on the coast of the Cht-kiang and Fu-kien provinces was in the hands of Foreigners, there were seveml 
Fiireignera living in this village, where they had a station, and many were the depredations committed by them. But 
the Cantonege proving too strong for them, they were at last compelled to leave for the northward. The inhabitanta 
of this island are nearly nil Fu-kien fishermen, whose junks may alwayn be seen cruising around the iaUnd. 

Four and a hidf miles east from the month of the river lie the islands of ^? _g |J_| Hu-lao and 

yli ^^ (JLlt and E. by N. two miles from these Quang-ta island, with several small islets to the Eustward, and 
the " Uliff liocks" to the Nortliward. All these islands are well cultivated, inhabited by Fu-kien iishermen, aud have 
numerous amall villages on their shores. S. B. from these islands lies a large group known as MJ >n^ 'l"^ largest of 
which are M M [U' M ^ \U' ^ ^ \U, ^ ft iU, "^"^ ^^"^ other smaller ones. This ii 
II fine group of islands, well cultivated and numeroiiBly populated. On the S. W. side of y|^ _g |J_J is a good 
anchorage known as Bullock's harbour. Here water may be procured, and buliocks of the best description. The 
hjrbour may be known by a reuiackable conical island called Coin Island, with several small rocks lying N. ^ W. 
from it. Formerly this group was infested by Cantonese pirates, and very few convoys passed this without having a 
brash with thera. At present there are not many pirates amongst theae iahinds] and were Wfinchow opened to 
Foreign trade, piracy in these waters would receive its death-blow, 

AppToachet to tht Winchom Rivtr. 

There are a great many approaches to this river, but, with the exception of one, they are of no use to naviga- 
tion, owing to slioainess of water and sandbanks. I will therefore only describe the channel that Foreign vewcU will 
be obliged to use in approaching the river 

This channel lies nearly East and West between ^ S Ul ""'^ Jtfc 7C ^5 '^ "'■"* '"•^ *''*" 
half A mile hro.id; the only dangers in tiie channel are a sandbank with only 1^ fathoms water on it at low water, and 
the " White Rock" of Hutao Isiiind; but this rock is always out of water, and therefore easily avoided. There is also 
u rock off the South point of Hutiio island, about half a cable from the shore, which, however, is easily avoided by giving 
the point a clear berth. 

If n small Lighthouse similar to the one on Square Island were erected on the largest of the Cliff Books, and a 
Buoy moored on the sandbank, vessels would have no difficulty in making this channel at night With reference tn 
Buoys and Beacons I would advise the use of wooden Buoys and Beacons on account of the cheapness of the niateriola 
at this place; and, as enpensive iron Buoys and Beacons would offer an inducement to the natives at first going off to 
purioin them ; whereas, the compurative want of value of the other malerisis would insure their safety. 
WENCHOW RIVER. 

Five miles W. N. W. from Hu-tao Ishind ^^ ^ I_|j filu-taujlies WSnchow Point, theentrancetotheriveri 
and W. S, W. from this point lies Wfinchow Ishnd ^ ^ (Jj (Wan-chn), the first and largest of all the numerous 
islands in this river. A large Sandbiuik runs from ii. In a S. E. direction for OTer six miles, and the shoals from this bank 
extend across to J^ ^^ \\\ Niaow, On the wsat point of this island are three small round hummocks, the test ul 
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the islitnd beini; all low land with severul villiLges over it. The nortli shore of the river frorn W^nchow Point to a hqibII pi 
jectinghill uf the W»Ued Citj- ^j^ .^^ ^^ ia law land, with severtil line viilngea along the bank of the river. Tk«i| 
vtnter in this part of the river varies from three to fourteen fathoms. The next iiliinda, aft«r pasning the Walled City oi 
the north shore, are four in number; one lying close under the north shore, and the other nearly in the middle of thS'| 
river off Jar Point anchorage, forming the north shore of this reach. 

We next arrive at the reach in the River shown on the nnall chart, where, should the port be opened wl 
Foreign trade, the ahippioK will be compelled to anchor. 

From the small fort east of Jar Point to the Broken Jetly in this resch, there are several small villages, thol 
nnnies of which ]U'e marked down, together with their poaitiona, on the chart. There ia a very fine ancestral hall in I 
one of these villagea.which would answer well for a Custom Houae; it havingnear it two well built atone jetties, oneof them4 
240 feet long by 15 feet broad; the other 120 feet long by [o feet broad. The water here varies from two to fotirteea^ 
fathoms nt law water; the anchorage extending over n mile from E. to W. along the south shore; the tide at springs!] 
nina from 3 to 5 knoUs per hour, and hiia a rise and fall of 17 feet. The above mentioned island which foratvfl 
the north shore of the unuhomge, is a low, Hwampj mud ilut, with but few huuus on it, and oSeK fine facilitiei for docks.' 
The northern shore of the river, from the Walled City ^ ^ ^^ to a large canal abreast of Wfn-chow-fu, c 
riilt of ft chain of lofty hills running down to the bank* of the river, and, being uncultivated, looks very desolate. Tho J 
next group uf ialanda in this river are six in number, and are by the natives designated mud islands. They are situatadff 
h) the northward of Furt Hill, and a small channel nms up in.'^ide of theni to Wfnchow city. Numerous aundbanln-'l 
extend from theae islands io all directions, and at low wjiter they have the appearance of being one hirge island. 

The north shore of the river from Fort Hill to WOnchow city is a low, well cultivated plain, »-ith nam»iJ 
oUB small liamlets scattered over it. This portion of the river is very shallow, and at low water ia closed by a sand- J 
bank rumiing northward from one of the above mentioned islands. Wenchow-fu, j^ wl j^ is situated on th» fl 
Kouth shore of the river, and its walls run down to the rivert bank. There are MvenU small islela lying to the r 
ward of it, one of which in particular is worthy of notice. It is about a quarter of a mile long, running E. and W., hu ■ 
magnificent joss-house on it, and two very old pagodas. 

The nver above the city titkes a westerly direction, with several small islata in it, and the scenery of this pOTti<^ 
of it is very pi<rture8t[Ue; the high mngea of mountains on both shores running down to the river's edge. 

Abreast tlie city is a branch of the river rutmiug to the northward for about 100 H, to a wild mouDtiiiiioiM>f 
district cjtlled Nan-chi. 

SAILING DIRECTIONS from CLIFF ROCKS to JAR POINT. 

A vessel bound for Wenchow and making Uie land from the eastward, wjll site either the Samboon oc| 
IJUBUg-ta Islands; if Iha Utter, she will easily discern the Cliff Rocka^ being the only rocks to the Eastward between;' 
Sumboou and Taon Islands. She had better keep to the southward of these rocks and steer W. by N. with mm 
flood tide, and W, N. W, with the ebb, for the south point of Uu-tao ialand. When approaching this point keepif 
otr a little to give the rock off it a clear berth. After paaaing the point haul up a little and ateer along thsS 
shore. A rock will then be seen on the atarboard bow. This is the " White Rock," and a vessel may without danga 
approach it to within a quarter of a mile. It is necessary that this should be dona in order to avoid the sandbani 
to the southward of it, with ouly ij fathom at low water. After passing this rock, haul up a little and steer alonga 
the Hu-tao shore, and when off the West point of this island steer W. N. W., and keep the lead going, which will gi 
W[irning if approaching the shoals between W?n-chow point and Hii-lao island. When approaching WSnchow point 
Imul gradually over towarda the hills, and keep along the north shore. When inside the hills a small village will b«'l 
«een an the starboard bow, with a long stone jetty ninning in a southerly direction from it. Give this jetty a clear bertk J 
fur the bottom near it is foul. When well clear of the jetty haul up again and steer along tlie north shore to abreast of'] 
the low hil) with a joss-bouse 00 top of it^ When abreast of this hill haul sharp over for the aouth shore, and steer foe j 
the small fort ut the foot of the low hill to the eastward of the large circuhu' fort you will see on the starboard bow 1 uid.l 
when approaching this shore close, haul gradually up, and steer close along the South shore. After passing Jar Point J 
you will see the Stone Jetty. Bring the vessel to anchor off this jetty, for this is as high up as vessehi of much draught J 
can proceed. 



Sir, 



Your obedient Servant, 

N. P. ANDERSEN, 

til charge Revenue Cruiser "Chtkiang." 



COMMISSIONER OF IMPEIUAL CUSTOMS. 



f E7iclosare So. 



t Mr, Acting CommiaBioiier Bowba's Dapateh, Kingpo Series, 
A'o, 39, of tlie 26th April, iBSij.j 



The department of WSu-chow J^ j^, ii 
north Bnd weat by the departments of T'ai-chow 



ie Boutb-eiuit comer of Cbt^chiruig province, is bounded on the 

I TtI nnd Ch'u-chow ^ Til I '"' ^^^ ^^^^ ^y ^^ province of 
1 not be mach under 3,500 atguiue miles, with a. population of 



Fu-chien, nnd on the eMt by the sea. Its total area c 
uboiit 3,000,000, 

WSn-chon-fu j^ ^ )ifTf in Yung-chin-haien, h situated on the south bunk of the Wfin-chl jj^ ^ 
river, 20 miles frooi its mouth. The city is built on n well-cultivated pinin encircled by high hills at the distance of 
iibout len miles. Its walls were first erected during the fourth century, and enlaiijed and rebuilt bj the emperor 
Hung-Wu, iu 1385. They are formed of stone, diagonally laid, nnd measure about six miles in circumference. The 
streets are wide, straight, well-paved and clean. The Custom House outside tUo East pile, the Ya-mfin of the Tao-tai 
in the south-west corner of the city, and the Foundling; Hospital pj ^l ^ near the centre, are among the principal' 
public buildings. The last named, built in 1748, contains one hundred spartmeaU. It is sapported by the interest of 
invested subscriptions, and the rental of alluvial lands presented to it by the government. The number of foundlings 
on the utdbliahment'a books at one time, varies from two to three hundred. When of suitable age the boys are either 
articled to tradesmen, or adopted ; the girta are betrothed as wires, or employ^ as house servants. There is also a 
Beggars' Asylum ^^ ^ ^ outside the south-west gate. It was built during the 14th century, nnd is supported by 
the slate. Tlie monthly allowance for each recipient is oue tael and a half: but the treatment received from the 
keepers is so brutal that few, unless really starving, will avail themselves of its alms. 

Two pagodas on an Island abreast of the city are objects of some curiosity, on acconnt of their age, and for 
having been for a short time the retreat of Ti-ping, the last emperor of the Sungs, when making his escape from the 
Monguls under Kublai Khan, the founder of the Yuen dynasty. 

Previous to the year tS6i, this was the oidy port in the department at which Tea was allowed to be exported, 
which, in a measure, made it the market for the trade of the surrounding country. The city was then in a flourishing 
condition. But in order to prevent the Teua ^m tailing into the hands of the T'ld-p'ing reliels, who overran the whole 
district during that year, this reguhition was exchanged tor the oue now in force, which authorizes the exportation of 
Tea at any of the Custom stations along the coast; oonseiiuently the enormous trade formerly concentrating here now 
linds its way to uU the minor ports on the seaboard. 

The principal business the place at present poiisesscs is the export of Wood and Biiml>oos, brought down the 
river in rafts frogi Ch'u-chow. The annual value of this trade is estimated to be not less than $ 3,000,000. The shops 
Jind yards engaged in it ant situated in the west suburb, where immense t^uautittes of Bamboo and Poles arc kept 

There is also a slight import trade done in sugar and opium; the ktt«r being nearly all brought overliind 
from Foochow by Fu-chien merchants rvsiding in the ci^. 

Many of the leudiug firms have their warehouses most conveniently situated on the banks of the n 
canals surrounding the city ; by this means their goods are conveyed from the ship's side to the godown without the 
expense or annoyance of eooliea. 

The people are anxiously waiting for the port to be opened to Foreign commerce. They have none of the ridi- 
culous notions, usually met with at the open ports, respecting foreigners. When Europeans pass along the streets there 
19 no exhibition of terror among the women and children, or scurrilous remitrks heard from the men ; even the opprobrious 
terms of " Fnn-kwei," ''Yang'kwei-lsi," and "Hung-mnu-jSu," are here exchanged for the more reepecUble one of 

The Wfin-ch'i river is not of sufficient depth to allow vessels of mons than nine feet draught to asceud hifjher 
than ChwBUg-yun-ch'iao {H^ yj^ ^m, a small village on its south bank, ten miles below the city. From the 
entrance to this viQago it is wide and deep, with few obstructioos, and by the assistance of a few buoys to mark out th>- 
cbannel, vessels of any sine would find no difficulty in navigating it. The steepness of the river banks, the great rise 
and fall of tides, and the low price of iron nnd wood at Chwang-yun-ch'iao, make it one of the most desirable positions 
oil the const fur the erection of dockyards and arsenals ; while its spacious anchorage, and facilities for landing goods. 

■ and shipping them to the interior by the different canals, are strong arguments iu favor of its being the site of the 

H future foreign settleuient, 
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The depaitmwb is subdivided into the six districte of— Yo-ch*ing ^ ^, Yii-huan 3S ^, Tai-Bhas^ 

Hg ^, PHng-yang ^ ^, and Shui-ngan i^ ^. 

Yo-chHng-hsiei^, 27 miles north-east of Wen-chow-fu, is chiefly an agricultural district. Its principal exports 
ate— grain, hemp, cotton, oil, vegetable tallow, and a quality of tea Civlled Aii-shan j|^ [Jj, much prized throughout 
the empire for its rich flavor and pujrity. In 1861 this distriqt was visited by the T*ai-p'ing rebels, who, in their usual 
manner, burned and destroyed everything of any value, and committed the most ajbrocious acts of pruelty on the defenccr 
less inhabitants. 

There was formerly a l^rge government sai^ works at Mei-t'ou ^^^ 55 ija this district, bat the illicit tfads 

has been so extensive for the Isjwt few years, that the Salt Commissioner has been compelled to give up working it. 

Yu-huan-t*ing is a large island te^ miles to the i^orth of the entrance to Wen-chow-fu. Its population are 
mostly Fu-chien fishermen, who supply the departn^ent with fish. Wang-ka-men oi^ the east coast is ^ very good 
harbour for snjall cpasting vessels. 

Shui-ngan-hsien, 27 miles southrsoutheast of the fu city, and connected with that place by a canal, is, like 
Yo-ch*ing, an agricultural district, producing rice, wheat, peas, cotton, and vegetable oil. The Shui-ngan river, on 
which the city is built, has not been surveyed, but is said to be deep enough tp admit lajrge vessels, and is very easily 
navigated- The ^-dmiralty charts are marked "9 feet on the bar at low water.* 

There is a Customs' barrier at the city where the transit dues and war-tax are assessed on the goo4s passing 
to W6n-chou-fu, or the south. The duties are paid into the Tjvo Tai's Yamen at Wen-chou-fu. 

P*ing-yang-hsien, 43 miles south of Wen-chow-fu, is the most important district in thp department. The city 
proper is about one mile in circuit, but the suburbs are very large and contain a population nearly equal that of 
Wen-chow-fu. The chief production^ are tea and alum. I^rge quantities of a superior quality of Pekoe jLea is 
annually exported from this district to Foochow. 

Hu.-ch*an-t*ou, on the sea coast, 8 utiles from the hsien city, is described as a large town with a good harbor. There 
is considerable trade from Canton, Hongkong, and Foochow, with this place, in piece goods, opium, and other foreign goods. 

Alum is mostly exported from Sha-ch*eng ^^ j^ and Chih-ch*i ;nK ]^. It is obtained from Fan Shan Up jjj 

in the Sung-yang hills, near the borders of Fu-chien, and not far from Pei-kwan harbor. The locality was visited in 
December 1855, by a Foreigner who started from Chih-ch4; he gives the following particulars:— "Three hours hard walk- 
ing over a succession of precipitous hills, crossed by stone steps and pathways, brought me to the mines. Ten alum-making 
eijtablishments were in operation, which, with the exception of one on a hill opposite, occupied about a mile of the side 
of a lofty hill. The works were adjacent to the quarries, from which the alum-stone seemed to crop out of the decom- 
posed rock of the same lithological character. The stones were thrown into a fire of brushwood, where they burnt wuth 
a slight lambent flame, and as they cracked, the fragments were raked out, broken into small pieces, and macerated 
into vats. Subsequently the disintegrated mineral was thrown with water into a vessel, having an iron bottom and sides 
of wood, and boiled for a short time. The lixivium was then poured into large reservoirs where it crystallized into a 
jsolid mass, flocks of alum weighing about 50 catties each were hewn out of the reservoir and carried in this 
state in bamboo frames, one on each end of a porter's pole, to the place of shipment, where it is broken into 
fragments. When not designed for immediate exportation the blocks are stored away for drying. On reaching the 
depot the blocks are found charged with a double quantity of moisture, for the porters being obliged to deliver a certain 
weight, slip their burdens into the mountain streams which they pass in their journey. Judging from the number of 
laborers engaged in transporting the mineral on the day of njy visit, the quantity brought from the works could not be 
less than eighteen tons. This was represented as less than an average day's work, as labor was in such demand then 
for agricultural purposes that double pay was given ; — and aged men and women with boys and girls were pressed into 
the service. Assuming that day's product as a basis for calculation, and making allowance for rainy days, we may safely 
estimate the annual supply a? between five and six thousand tons; and the quantity consumed by the dyers of Ningpo 
prefecture alone being nearly 22 tons per annum corroborates this estimate. The supply is inexhaustible. Five dollars 
a ton at the landing would afford the nianufacturer a good profit. It often fetches more, as there has been an increasing 
demand for the article owing to the greater facilities afforded for exportation from Ningpo in foreign vessels. The Wan 
Chau alum is equal tp the best Romai); a roseate tint in some specimens indicates the presence of minute quantities 
of iron. We have no means of ascertaining^ the precise geological position of the rock from which this alum is procured ; 
some circumstances seem to indicate it to be a new miner<d. It is stated that no potash or other material is employed 
in the works. Granitic and porphyritic rocks abound in the vicinity, and some parts of the district produce iron 
and silver." 

The 
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The annuid export of this article from Chih-ch'i and Sha-ch'Sng can not be much less than 75,000 peculs. It is 
employed by the Chinese in purifying the water which they use for culinary purposes; in sizing and whitening paper; as 
a cement; and to a large extent in dyeing silks, cottons, and grass cloth, or in bleaching them. The Cantonese also use 
it in the manufacture of glass. ' 

T*ai-shun-hsien on the borders of Fu-chien is a very mountainous district, with but few inhabitants. During 
the reign of Yung-lo, — 1403- 14 25, — several mines of silver and iron were opened among the hills near the Fu-chien 
boundary, but on account of the heavy taxes levied on them by the Grovemment, and the difi^culty in obtaining the ore, 
they were afterwards closed. In 1490 the taxes having been greatly reduced, the iron mines were reopened and have 
since been worked without interruption. The iron is said to be the best obtained in the empire, and is mostly used in 
the manufacture of edged tools. 



D. JANSEN, 

3rrf Class Examiner, 



North Barrier, April bthj 1869. 



FOOCHOW TRADE REPORT, 



FOR THE TEAR 1868. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 
FOOCHOW, 3 1ST January, 1869. 

SIR,— I have the honour to report to you on the trade of this port for the year 1868; and in doing so I regret 
to have again to record a repetition of reckless transactions in our chief article of commerce — Tea, — exceeding even those 
commented on by my predecessors with regard to former years. Owing to enormous deliveries in London at the end of 
1867, for home consumption or export, large orders, it appears, were sent out here, and such was the eagerness to ship off 
at once, that Teas were bought regardless of cost or quality, — rates of freight or exchange,— the natural result of which 
has been a series of disastrous losses. But more of this article hereafter. 

The total value of the whole trade. Foreign and Native, for the twelve months, as shown by the books of this 
office, has been $ 29,876,783, against $ 31,263,722 for that of 1867, being a decrease of $ 1,386,939. This deficit is entirely 
borne by Imports, principiilly Native Imports, which alone show a decrease of upwards of two million dollars. The 
subjoined comparative table of values will enable one to form an idea of the fluctuations that have taken place in the 
amounts both of Imports and Exports during the last five years: — 



1864, 


Foreign Imports. 


Native Imports. 


Exports abroad. 


Exports for 

Native 
Consumption. 


Total. 


$ 5,689,526 
$ 5,000,234 
$ 6,028,026 

* 5»36949i 

$ 5,203,587 


$ 3.571,899 
$ 4,142,552 
$ 5,094,186 

$ 5,134,290 

$ 3,091,434 


$ 15,718,104 

$ 19,633,617 
$ 17,724.554 
1 19,097,640 

$ 19,752,470 


* 1,780,635 

$ 1,686,165 

* 1,725,225 
$ 1,662,301 

$ 1,829,292 


$ 26,760,164 
$ 30,462,568 

* 30,571,991 
$ 31,263,722 

$ 29,876,783 


1865, 4. 

1866, 


1867 

1868, 





FOREIGN IMPORTS. 

Tlie value of the Foreign Imports of 1868 as given above was $ 5,203,587, against $ 5,369,491 for those of the 
preceding year, showing a decrease of | 165,904. If, however, we exclude Opium, the deficit in which is represented by 
$ 490,5 16, — a fair increase is noticeable in most of the other articles of import. . 

Cotton Piece Goods. — The value of Cotton Manufactures was, in 1866, $ 416,477; in 1867, $ 601,220, and 
in 1868, $ 605,637. Importations it is thus seen continue steadily to advance. The balance in favour of the year under 
review as compared with 1867 is not great it is true ; but this improvement may be expected to extend as the Cotton 
tnvde between America and England becomes more firmly reestablished on a stable and solid basis. The following 
comparative table shows the importations of the principal kinds during the last five years: — 



White Shirtings, PiecM 

Grey „ „ 

White Spotted Shirtings, „ 

„ Brocades, „ 

Chintzes, „ 

Dved Shirtim^s, „ 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


'5o37 
47,085 

3,789 
508 

2,110 

2,585 

4,088 

54,i89 

18 


4,893 
43.964 

• • • 

486 
936 

1.335 

4,429 

16,766 

125 


7,619 
58,800 

25 
915 
2,448 
2,802 
5,818 
26,503 
1,817 


6,561 

67,805 

60 

197 

3,868 

2,679 

8,604 

59,291 
4,403 


8,392 
65,147 

• • « 

240 

3,550 
1,989 

4,758 

124,320 

4,560 


Turkey Red Cloth, „ 

T-Cloths, „ 


Prills and Jeans, „ 



r-Clotbs 
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T-Cloths are characterised by an increase of over one hundred per cent. This may be partly owing to their 
durability, and partly perhaps because they more resemble the Native Nankeen Cloth than do any of the other 
descriptions. Drills and Jeans also show considerable increase. On the other hand White Spotted Shirtings disappear 
altogether, and Turkey Red Cloths and other Dyed Cottons have fallen off fifty per cent, — want of durability being 
doubtless the chief cause. 

Woollen Piece Goods. — The value of the importations of 1866 amounted to $ 249,012 ; of 1867 to $ 301,197 ; 
and of 1868 to $ 292,399. The imports of Long Ells, Spanish Stripes, and Woollen and Cotton Mixtures in 1864, it 
will be seen by the table below, exceed those of subsequent years. It is difficult to account for the decrease in Long EUs, 
but I think it natural to assign the same reason for the falling off in Woollen and Cotton Mixtures as is given above for 
that in Dyed and Fancy Cottons, namely, want of durability. With these three exceptions, however, a fair increase is 
noticeable in most of the other descriptions. The following have been the annual importations during the last five years: — 



Broadcloth, Pieces 

Bombtizettes, „ 

Camlets, „ 

Lastings, „ 

Long Ells, „ 

Spanish Stripes, „ 

Woollen & Cotton Mixt. „ 
Blankets, Pairs 



1864. 



328 
728 

3,185 
766 

5,323 
4,674 
7,687 
1,540 



1865. 



700 
206 

2,958 
666 

1,158 

3,195 
2,471 
1,261 



1866. 



632 

151 
3,624 

774 
3,170 

3,539 
2,190 

933 



1867. 



1868. 



825 

1,843 
5,318 
1,128 

1.999 
3,268 

1,573 
1,265 



697 
829 

5,190 
1,360 

1,633 

3,684 

1,215 

928 



The trade in Woollens and Cottons continues, and is likely to continue to remain in the hands of the Native 
dealers ; the regular steam communication with Hongkong enabling them to draw their supplies from that port at less 
cost than the Foreign merchants, and in small quantities to suit themselves. 

Opium. — While other goods have shown fluctuations of increase one year and decrease the next, the importations 
of Opium seem steadily to have fiallen off. We cannot however infer that the consumption of the dnjg has fallen off in 
the same proportion, but rather that the excessive Lekin duties have induced dealers to look to other channels than the 
regular one for their supplies. In 1862 the sales were 7,292 chests; and in i864-^65-'66-'67-'68, the importations were 
6,245, 4,953, 5,4' 5» 5,024i, and 4,639 J chests respectively. It is reported that the poppy has been grown successfully 
during last year in the districts near Fock-ning-foo (^ ^ ff^) and Fock-ngan-hsien (fj^ ^^ ^) in this 

province ; but the quantity of drug produced cannot have been large. The annual arrivals of Malwa, it is seen by the 
annexed table, have been much the same during the last three years. In Patna and Benares the decrease is 25 % and 
50 % respectively. This may have been in a great measure owing to the proportionately high prices they commanded 
in 1868. Persian shows an increase, but the gross quantity consumed is not considerable : buyers are very particular 
as to quality, and only the best is really saleable. The following figures will give an idea of the trade :— 



Quantity imported in 1866, Chests 

Estimated sales in 1866, „ 

Qiuuitity imported in 1867, „ 

Estimated sales in 1867, „ 

Quantity imported in 1868, „ 

Average prices per pecul in 1 865, Dollars 

,f „ », ,» ,» 1868, „ 

Average price for one month Dec, 1866, „ 



Malwa. 



Patna. 



2,545 


1,799 


2,529 


1,851 


2,327 


1,673 


2,288 


i,»75 


2,460^ 


1,257 


778 


551 


725 


710 


860 


685 



Benarbs. 



766 

922 

724 
530 

377 

564 
700 

675 



Persian. 




301 

3< 

3< 

305. 

544i 

572 
600 
720 



Metals. — 
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MBtALS.-^An increase of over 300 % hajs taken place in the Metals imported, the yalue being $ 634,408, 
against $ 195,408 in 1867. Nail and Bar Iron and Tin compare most favorably, but the great increase of Lead is worthy 
of special notice. Owing to losing prices in 1867 little or no stocks were left on hand, and when the demand sprang up 
in the spring of the year prices rose almost at once from $7@$ 7ito $ ii^@ $12 per pecul ; and though large 
importations were the immediate result quick sales continued to be effected at very remunerative prices. Yellow Metal 
Sheathing shows a decrease; but it is chiefly used at the Foreign dock, where the quantity consumed is of course 
dependent on the number of disabled vessels requiring repair, of which I am glad to say we have had but few during 
the past year. The following have been the annual importations during the past five years : — 



Rod and Bar Iron, Peculs 

Iron Wire, „ 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


2,001 

64 
36,620 

• . . 

317 
1,309 

• « • 


3,391 
204 

35,526 

• • • 

730 

1,511 

172 


3,713 
388 

55,322 

59 

1,315 

593 

324 


3,592 

360 

18,109 

102 

1,510 

1,091 

557 


5,856 

460 

61,951 

• • • 

2,501 

1,076 

266 


Lead, in Pigs, „ 

„ „ Sheets, „ 

Tin, „ 

„ Plates, „ 

Yellow Metal Sheathing, „ 



Besides Opium, Piece Goods, and Metals commented on above, the following have been the principal Foreign 
Imports. For the sake of comparison I include the four preceding years : — 



Bicho de Mar, Peculs 

Birds* Nests, „ 

Cardamoms, „ 

Coal, Tons 

American Ginseng, Pecul^ 

Corean Ginseng, „ 

Japan Ginseng, „ 

Window Glass, Boxes 

Buffalo Horns, Peculs 

Isinglass, „ 

Dried Mussels «, 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


1,945 

5 
156 

2,130 

67 
I 

40 

1,721 

1,894 

172 

506 

1,510 

2,037 
3,681 

• • • 

458 

1,734 

1,384 
1,601 


3,177 

9 
182 

3,663 
101 
0.17 

44 
2,205 

1,919 
21 

• • • 

206 

3,963 

2,639 
158,293 

2,175 
2,468 

1,687 

1,748 


1,608 
11 

131 
1,412 

77 
0.74 

94 
1,500 

1,862 

199 

2,820 

3,134 
806 

3,744 

15,792 

1,000 

1,023 

2,481 
302 


3,105 

9 
118 

2,760 

87 

1 

49 

1,312 

1,618 

251 

2,525 

4.531 
2,416 

2,7SO 

6,740 
1,019 
1,386 
2,177 

1,507 


1,680 

3 
186 

3,045 
63 

0.55 
40 

2,132 

1,423 
321 

2,375 
8.150 

1,669 
4,350 

• • • 

573 

1,432 

862 

826 


Kerosine Oil, Oalls. 

Pepper, Peculs 

Rattans, „ 

Rice, „ 

Shell Fish, „ 


Seaweed, „ 

Sandalwood 


Sapanwood, „ 



NATIVE IMPORTS. 

From Native sources I learn that the import trade in Chinese produce during the past year has been of the 
most unsatisfactory and unprofitable nature ; and the truth of this report is strikingly borne out by the fact that the 
Returns of 1868 show a deficit of no less than two millions of dollars in the value of Native imports as compared with 
those of 1867. To find a satisfactory reason for this great falling off is, however, difficult. The value of the whole Export 
trade has usually been double that of the Import, — this year it has been considerably more; and the province in 
addition to being free from rebellion has been blessed with bountiful harvests for several years. With a credit balance, 
therefore, of upwards of ten millions of dollars per annum for a succession of years, it cannot be supposed that the people 
are poor. We must rather infer that they supply themselves with the luxuries as well as with the necessaries of life by 
conveyances other than Foreign vessels. 

Ib 
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In comparing the list with those of previous years, the most striking decrease to be seen is in Nankeens. This 
article alone accounts for half the deficit. I am told that during hwt year large quantities of Nankeen Cloth were 

imported by Native junks from Shanghai into a place a little to the north of this port called Ning-teh (^g W ypftff 

whence it has found its way here and into the neighbouring districts. I think this very probable ; for the well-to-do 
appearance of the populace, whose clothes are chiefly made of this material, would lead one to suppose that the actual 
<lecrease could not have been so large. The deficit in the manures Bean Cake and Buffalo Bones, representing upwards 
of $ 90,000, is said to be owing to the richness of the imddy land from manurings of previous years ; the deficit in Cotton 
of $ 150,464 may be owing to the high prices that ruled in Shanghai ; and in Rice and Peas the deficit of S 154,306 
can be attributed to the good har\'est and consequent supply of food. The decrease in Sugar and Prepared Tobacco 
represents $ 79,047 and $ 135,765 respectively. Of Paddy there were peculs 89,956, vidue $ 123,696, imported for the 
j^overnment granaries in 1867, a failing in the spring wheat crop of that year having been feared; no such import appears 
in the returns of 1868. Silk and goods of Silk manufacture show a decrease of $ 319,482, and dealers complain 
ccmsiderably of losses through want of trade and low prices. Coal, Dried Fish, Fungus, Hemp, Tea, Paper, &c., show 
increase. 

The following comparative table gives an idea of the fluctuations in tliis branch of trade during the 
last five years: — 



Bean Cakes Pectih 

Buttalo Bones .. 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


27,416 
2,000 

4,834 
3,583 

715 

628 

1,183,550 

5,313 
28,778 

2,378 
4,698 

810 

32,332 

22,411 

109 

636 

4,593 
16,42 r 

7,7 » 2 

55 
716 

3,000 


71,211 

4,700 
8,218 
7,808 

533 

1-549 
1,029,900 

4,041 

26,613 

12,365 
1,025 

1,305 
80,976 

20,873 

274 
4,088 

4759 
31,216 

11,240 

312 

325 
8,238 


53,001 

2,644 

10,306 

34,141 
698 

497 
1,045,886 

6,529 

27,723 

304 

403 

2,401 

91,257 

24,429 

285 

1,518 

- 2,820 

8,341 
9,545 

423 

397 
30,212 


65.283 

4,901 

10,160 

2,820 

648 

389 

1,109,500 

5,227 

28,746 

4,182 

1,710 

• 1,790 
104,943 

20,409 

320 

1,897 

1,299 

15,485 

8,947 
223 

207 

22,662 


45,448 

318 

5VI77 

2,547 

1,054 

2,770 

1,664,150 

4,922 

14,005 

3,107 

• • • 

2,347 

49.241 

517 

225 

1,365 

892 

4.869 

6,671 
320 
223 

19,967 


Raw Cotton « 


Salted Fish, „ 

Fungus, *... „ 

Hemp „ 

Tea Mats, Pie<:es 

Medicine, Feails 

Nankeens, „ 

Bean Oil „ 


Pea Oil „ 

Tea Paper, „ 

Peas, „ 

Rice, „ 

Satflower .. 


Melon Seeds 


Sesa mum Seeds , 


Sugar, „ 

Prepared Tobacco „ 

Vermilion, ... „ 

White Wax, „ 


Wheat 





EXPORTS. 

Tea. — In reviewing the trade in this our stiiple article of Export, it will be necesstiry for purposes of comparison 
to take our figures from the commencement of the Tea season in May. The first striking feature of the season was the 
unusually early date at which the new crop commenced to arrive, and the unprecedented rapidity with which it wjis 
bought and shipped by the Foreijjn merchants. The Congou market was opened on the 22nd May at 'Ih 28 (o: 33.5, 
b»'ing about three taels per pecul higher than the prices of the previous season; and seeing that in 1867 the first purchases 
raused generally heavy losses to shipi)ers, it is not surprising that the still dearer shipments of 1868 should show an even 
more disastrous result. Several chops of the finest tea fetched over $ 40, and the highest price paid for Congou was 
'/h 44.5. The first clipper disi)atched wiis the Ariel, on the 28th May, the rate of freight being £ 4.10, and in f&ttr 
(reels from that date, twenty sailing vessels and one steamer stiirted for England, carrj^ing a total of 21^ million pounds, 
rates of freight having in the same period advanced to ^ 6 per ton for sailing ve-^sels. The Souchong market was opened 
on the 15th June at //* 43, but this extreme price was not long maintjiined, and a fall of 8 taels per pecul was established 
within a week of that date. 

The same e;igor competition which has been observed amongst Foreign buyers in past years, has ^igain been too 
apparent in 1868, and being opposed to an almost perfect combination amongst the Chinese dealers, it has resulted in 

losses 
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losses in many cases nearly ruinous. But another fact tending to the same result, and even more important as affecting 
the future trade of this port, is the gradual but steady depreciation of the quality of so-called first crop Cougous. This 
arises from two causes: firstly, the hasty and careless curing and preparation of the leaf; and secondly, the large 
admixture of Old Season's Tea and Tea Dust with the new leaf. This latter, I am informed, is so ingeniously managed, 
that when freshly fired and first put upon the market, it is very difficult to distinguish the old leaf from the new ; and 
in the hurry of early shipment, its presence has frequently passed undetected. 

Besides the above, the practise of selling Tea from false musters, has become very prevalent amongst the 
Chinese. These gradually growing evils reached such a climax during the past season, that the Foreign merchants have 
combined so far as to issue a strong public protest in Chinese on the subject, and have also obtained the cooperation of 
their Consuls, and, through them, of the Chinese authorities. These latter have in consequence issued a strongly worded 
proclamation to be posted throughout the province. Such steps will doubtless produce some goods result ; but the 
effects will not be lasting unless supported by a more cautious and deliberate system of buying and inspecting Tea on 
the part of Foreigners. 

The Oolong market for America was opened early in August at Tfe 27 (?) 34, being about 3 to 5 taels above 
the previous sciison ( which did not commence until October ). Operations however almost ceased again until November, 
when they were renewed at a reduction of 6 to 7 taels per pecul. 

In looking at the general question of consumption and export. Black Tea only need be taken into consideration, 
as the shipments of Green Tea, which have never been important, amount to little more than peculs 2,000. 

Great Britain ( which includes cargoes whose final destination may be the Continent ) has taken 1 5 per cent 
more Tea than in the same period of 1867, viz.: — from the commencement of the season until the 31st December; yet on 
that date of i863, there reuiained unsold in Chinese hands 13,000 chests more Congou and Souchong than at the end of 
1867. Shipments to the United Stiites showed a large decrease on the 3i8t December, but clearances since that date will 
bring the total of the season to about a par with 1 867. The inci;^sed consumption of Japan Teas in America is the 
reason given for the stationary position of that country as a consumer of China kinds. To Australia the increase<l 
supplies are as remarkiible as those to Great Britiiin, and include three cargoes to New Zealand. The shipments to the 
Colonies show an increase of 16 per cent over 1867, and are nearly double those of 1862. That the demand had kept 
pace with the increasing supplies would appetir from the fact that the Australian markets were nearly bare of stock when 
the first cargoes of New Teas arrived in September last. With Great Britain, on the other hand, the season's shipments 
from all China are expected to be in excess of the annual consumption of that country and Europe. It may therefore 
be reasonably expected thiit the heavy export of 1868, will scarcely be repeated in 1869. The shipments of Tea, from 
the opening of the market to 31st December 1868, were as follows: — 

To Great Britain, 55>7o6,300 !b 

„ United States, 6,158,730 „ 

„ Australia, &c., 15,865,470 „ 

„ Hongkong for re-export, 2,740,400 „ 

Total, 1868, 80,470,900 lb 

— Against Total 1867, 73»365i07o lb 

„ „ 1862, 74,670,400 lb 

The increase in 1868 is actually larger than shown by the above figures, the uncleared stock on the 3i8t 
December being much greater than in 1867. It is the more remarkable that whilst production appeared to be stationary 
from 1862 to 1867, it should so suddenly increase in 1868. It may be partially accounted for by the fact, already alluded 
to, that much of the previous season's leaf wivs kept back in the country to be mixed with the new first crop Tea ; but 
it would also seem probable that the high prices paid in 1863 and 1864, caused fresh tracks of land to be cleared and 
planted with Tea, which have only come into full bearing in 1868. If this last supposition be correct, a continued 
increase of supplies may be looked for so long as renmnerative prices are paid by Foreigners. Judging however by 
the unfortunate results to shippers during the season now drawing to a close, it is hardly probable that buyers of Tea 
in 1869 will meet the Native dealers in such a liberal spirit as in 1868. 

EXPORT TRADE WITH NATIVE PORTS. 

The value of Exports to Native Ports during the p:wt year has been % 1,829,292, against % 1,662,301 in 1867, 
or an increase of $ 166,991. This branch of trade has, according to report, been remunerative to all who ventured in 
it; and as several vessels hiive already been chartered for the coming season (a fact which heretofore has been very 
unusual till after the Chinese New Year), a still further increase may be looked for. 

Poles— 
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P0LE.S — Though the shipments have been less by one-half than those of 1867, yet prices have been good ; and 
the decrease is more to be attributed to the scarcity there was of large vessels suited to the trade, than to a want of 
demand. Tea freights niled sufficiently high during the Season to induce ships to take them up in preference to coasting 
charters. This want of tonnage is not however likely to be felt during 1869. Paper.— One of the principal articles of 
ex|)ort for Native consumption and increasing in extent year by year. The chief markets are Chefoo, Tientsin and 
Newchwang. Fruits: — The Olive crop was bad, hence the decrease in the quantity exported. Lung-ngans show an 
iiicre4)8e over 1867, but a decrease when compared with 1866. The falling off in 1867 was owing to a number of the 

ixeea at Hsiug-hwa (^ ru)* ^^® producing district, having been destroyed during the previous winter by two 
contending sections of the people, known as the societies of the ** Black and White Flags.'' Oranges: crop not equal to 
that of 1867. Prices in Shanghai above the average. Rice. — Foochow hajs usually had to import supplies of Rice 
instead of being able to export any. This year, however, only peculs 517.62 were imported, while the exports amounted 
to peculs 25,870. The change is doubtless owing to the good harvest. I may mention that the quantity shipped was all 
on Government account, the port of destination being Tientsin. 

The following have been the principal Exports to Chinese ports during last five years: — 



Bamboo Shoots, Peeuh 

Split, 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


18,161 

2,738 

364 

8,192 
2,485 

93 
11,207 

2,191 

J2,533 
13,646 
19*250 

7,159 
987 

862 

• • • 

143 
434,340 

3,873 
564,778 


22,498 

11,819 

496 

938 

7,332 
1,906 

2,228 
7.987 
1,770 
6,728 
16,648 
28,630 

10,377 
644 

3,634 

• • • 

528,980 

3,099 
518,327 


24,646 

8.932 
887 

423 
11,260 

1,426 

1,443 
9,746 
1,142 

15,411 

14^945 

41,557 

6,916 

1,741 
2,180 

• • • 

199 

513,330 

3,864 

649,966 


21,935 

4,525 

877 
1,064 

3,355 

1,531 

1,748 

10,997 

3,363 
21,011 

10,994 

38,747 

5,697 

1,445 
2,516 

2,291 

'55 
1 74,470 

4,793 
668,045 


20,530 

2,532 

563 

1,047 

5,600 

2,273 
1,920 

3,207 

1,845 
10,039 

10,787 

45^564 
9,041 

'O03 
2,644 

25,870 

150 

222,850 

5,382 

3241I94 


„ .^jfc**»v, ,y 

„ Ware, „ 

Dried Fruits, „ 

Lung-ngans with Stones „ 

Medicine, „ 

Dried Mussels ,. 


Fresh ()live« 


Salted ,, ,, 


Fresh Oranges, „ 

Paper, ist quality, „ 

., 2nd „ „ 

J0.HS Paper, „ 

Oi-ange Peel, „ 

Pre.serve8, „ 

Rice, „ 

Snuff, „ 


Sui^ar Canes „ 

Black and Green Tea,.. „ 
Poles, Softwood, „ 



DUTIES. 

The collection of Dues and Duties during 1868 has exceeded that of any former year by upwards of one hundred 
thouH^uul taels. This result is almost entirely owing to the great export of Tea. Imports (exclusive of Opium) show a 
nuwlerate increase; but the duties on Opium and the Coast Trade duties both fall considerably short of those of 1867. 

The subjoined comparative table shows the amounts collected under the different headings during the last 
four veArs: — 



Iinjwrt Duties (exclusive of Opium), '/k 

„ Opium, „ 

KxDort .. «« 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


51,104.9.6.0 

167,082.6.4.9 

1,361,102.0.5.2 

20,433.4.0.0 

38,309.6.4.0 

4,167.5.3.9 


62,374.8.3.1 
179,522.8.2.0 

i,242,i33.6.9-5 
16,858.0.0.0 

37,550.2.7.9 

4,91 l.I.l.O 


48,643.5.6.9 

164,591.2.9.5 

1,438,744.2.1.6 

17,861.9.0.0 

38,817.5.1.9 

1,771.4.7.? 


64,180.7.5.5 
149,849.6.8.8 

1,557,747.4.3.7 
18,145.7.0.0 

23,437 4.3.0 

C.71Q. 1.6.7 


Tonnage Dues, „ 

( '0.1st Trade Duties, „ 

Tran.sit Duos «« 


Total, fU 


1 


1,642,200.2.4.0 


',543,350.7.3.5 


1,712,429.9.7.4 1,819,100.3.7.7 



SHIPPING. 
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SHIPPING. 

There has been a considerable decrease in the number of vessels that have visited this port during la^t year, 
compared with the entries and clearances of 1867, as may be seen from the following figures: — 

Entered. Cleared. 

1867, 451 Vessels, 108,574 Tons. 455 Vessels, 211,557 Tons. 

1868, 389 „ 174,999 „ 374 ,f 168,236 „ 

Decrease, 62 Vessels, 33,575 Tons. 81 Vessels, 43,321 Tons. 

This falling off may in a great measure be attributed to the increased number of ships that have left China i^^ 
laden for Gre^it Britain and the Colonies, thus causing a scarcity of Coasters. From Foochow alone the increase to Great 
Britain and the British Channel has been nine, and to the Colonies seven vessels. The great bulk of the carrying trade 
at this port still continues to be in the hands of the British, seven-tenths of the whole having borne that flag. Of the 
remaining three-tenths one-half were North-German, one-fourth American, the remainder being vessels of sundry nation- 
alities. Of the sixty-eight vessels that cleared tea-laden for Great Britain and the British Channel, 64 were British, 
3 North-Grerman, and i Danish ; of the eleven to the United States, 7 were British, 2 American, and i French ; of the 
fifty-four to Australia and New Zealand, 29 were British, 19 North-German, 3 Swedish and Norwegian, i French, 
I Dutch, and i Danish. R^ites of freight as a rule have been higher than in 1867, and have been generally remunerative. 

I might here mention that several shiploads of machinery, timber and other articles have arrived dunng the 
year £or the Government Arsenal alluded to in lust year's report. The ships themselves are included in the above figures, 
but the goods being Government property paying no duty, do not appear in our Returns. 

The Arsenal, under the superintendence of M. Giquel, continues to progress rapidly. Besides the employment 
of about fifty Foreigners, several hundred native workmen and learners find const»int occupation there. The whole area 
of the establishment, comprising some forty acres of land, has been filled in 5 feet high, so as to raise the ground above 
the level of the highest tides, and where an unsightly swamp once existed a busy colony has sprung up with good roads, 
commodious machine-shops, and comfortable dwelling houses. More extensive workshops of a permanent and substantial 
kind are in contemplation,— the ones at present in use having been as a rule hurriedly constructed with a view of 
allowing shipbuilding and other work to be commenced with all possible despatch ; one transport of 600 tons is now 
almost completed, and a gun-boat is also being constructed. Native resources are largely employed and appreciated : 
the coal consumed is Formosa ooai ; much of the iron used is Native, and the moulding sand used in the foundry is 
taken from the very hills which surround the place. Tlie machinery is of European construction, but the works are 
sufiiciently far advanced to admit of the renewing on the premises of parts that may have deteriorated or gone out of 
order. It may be fairly presumed that a work which has been commenced under such favorable auspices, and which him 
for its object the accomplishment of so much present and future good to China, will meet with that success which it 
deserves. 

In conclusion, it may be observed that tUthough the past year cannot be pronounced a highly successful one 
from a mercantile point of view, it has not given rise to any alarms regarding the prosperity of this port ; and althouj^h 
the result of last years transactions may have bid a somewhat depressing effect, there is much in the appearance ot 
things to console and to enco^irage. So long as Foochow possesses the inestimable advantages it does, — its friendly 
climate and fertile soil, together with its admirable position in the centre of the great tea-producing districts; so h^n^ as 
it can furnish an annual export amounting in value to twenty millions of dollars, of an article no longer looked upon by 
western nations as a luxury, but as a necessary of life, so long may Foochow hope to retain its important position 
amongst the open ports, and continue to be, tis it has been, at once a favorable mart for the enterprising merchant, vlshI a 
place, the beauty of whose scenery, and the richness of whose soil, have merited for it the title of ''tl^e Garden of China." 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

' J AS. SMITH, 

Clerk in Charge, 

To Robert Hart, Esquire, 

Inspector General of C\uiovMy 
PEKING. 
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OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 

AMOY, January 31, 1869. 
SIR, 

A— The Tra/le Generally.— A& anticipated by my predecessor, the general trade of this port for the past year 
has been anything but satisfactory. 

The tables given below show a great falling off in the number of Vessels and Tonnage, entered and cleared, 
compared with 1867; also a decrease in those important imports— Opium, Cotton, Woollens, Bean Cake, Rice, and 
Wheiit; and in our principal export— Tea,— short shipment will be noticed of upwards of twenj^-eight thousand peculs. 
This retrogression will probably be more clearly shown thiin in any other manner, by comparing the total amount of 
Duties collected during the past three years: — 

1866, Haihoan Ih 533,149.4.0.8 

1867, „ „ 503,327.8.0.1 

• 1868, „ „ 426,044.7.8.8 

Thus, 1 867 compared with 1 866 shows a falling off in the Revenue of more than forty-five thousand dollars ; 
and the discrepancy last year compared with 1867, is nearly one hundred and seventeen thousand dollars. While this 
last named deficiency is to be attributed in a great measure to the short export of Tea to the United States, it cannot be 
doubted that our commerce generally is in a very depressed condition, and that the chief cause operating to this end is 
the Lse Kim tax. The evils of this loc d burden have been so repeatedly commented upon by my predecessors, and the 
subject has been so frequently brought before the notice of Foreign Consuls and Ministers by our mercantile community, 
that it would be superfluous for me to enlarge upon it in my present Report: suffice it to say, that the result has been to 
almost utterly destroy our import trade with Singapore. In many instances during the period under review, the Straits 
fleet merely called here to land passengers, proceeding to a more favoured port for the disposal of their cargoes, while 
formerly Amoy w.is the great centre of this branch of commerce, and other places on the Coast drew their supplies of 
Straits Produce from this port. 

In the end of 1 864 this tax was nearly doubled to support the Imperial forces investing the city of Chang- 
chow-fu, then in rebel hands, and to date this impost has never been reduced in the slightest, while, as noticed in the 
last Annual Report, at the neighbouring port of Swatow, this tax is not collected at all on any article save Opium. The 
surprise is therefore, not that trade in Amoy is depressed, but that it is so little tiffected by such very unfavourable cir- 
cumstances. 

JB.-SHIPPING. 

The following table will show the aggregate number of Foreign Merchant Vessels entered and cleared during 
the past three years:— 



1R66, 
1867, 
1^68, 



Entbrkd. 



Number. 



617 

537 
426 



Tonnage. 



223,039 
215,156 
>56,578 



Clbarsd. 



Number. 



647 
546 
420 



Tonnage. 



230,782 
218,304 
154,205 



Freights 



70 



TRADE REPORT. 



Freighto last year were, as a whole, good, and many highly remuneratire charters obttiined prior to the end of 
June, when the supply of shipping was not equal to the dem;ind. A large proportion of the Sailing vessels frequenting 
this port, are under the North-Grerman or other Continental flags, owing in a great measure to tlie fiict, that in the cany- 
ing of passengers, the same stringent rules are not enforced which operate so seriously for short voyages to the detriment 
of British and Americiin interests. The large passenger trade with the Straits settlements, is almost entirely restricted 
to Continental shipping, the Chinese, as a matter of course, refusing to charter a British or American vefisel aUowed to 
i-arry only one-half the number of passengers as a Continental craft of the same tonnnge. It is to be hoped that regula- 
tions so admirably suited for safety on long voyages may be hereafter altered and adapted for the coasting trade, so that 
vessels of every nationality may enjoy equal privileges in this respect when engaged in trade with China. 

The Steamers of the Peninsular and Oriental Company, and of Messrs. Douglas Lapraik & Co., still continne 
to run regularly between Hongkong and Foochow, calling at Amoy and Swatow; it is a matter of surprise that one or 
other of these Companies do not run Steamers regularly to Shanghai, calling at the ports, more especially as during the 
North-east monsoon, full freights on the passage up could always be dej)ended upon either here or at Swatow. 

As mentioned in my last Quarterly Report, the American Steamer Fuug Shuey was placed in the month of 
October, on the line between this port and Manila, and now that tonnnge dues on vessels tniding with the Phillipines 
are levied in China only once in four months, and the same dues in Manila have l)een equalized, it is probable that the* 
scheme will prove a decided success. At present however passengers only are ttiken by this Steamer from Amoy, it 
being found impossible to obtain export ciirjjo, on account of the excessive extni duties still levied on goods landed in 
Manila, from vessels not flying the Spanish flag. If this remaining restriction were removed- a line of Steamers would 
undoubtedly be able to run profitably to their owners, besides promoting the true interests of the Manila trade. 

C.-IMPORTS. 
The following table contains a list of our principal Imports for the year compared with 1867: — 



Description of Goods. 



Opium, Fecuh 

Cotton, Raw, „ 

„ Yarn, „ 

„ Piece Goods, Fieces 

Woollen Piece Goods, „ 

Medicine, y. Feculs 

Metals, „ 

Bean Cakes, „ 

Peas and Beans, „ 

Rice, „ 

Wheat, „ 



1867. 


1868. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


4,932 


4,808 


• • • 


124 


82,082 


42,734 


• * • 


39,348 


7,271 


13,793 


6,522 


• • • 


102,561 


114,117 


11,556 


• • • 


7.491 


6,263 


• • • 


1,228 


4,875 


3,924 


• • • 


951 


1 7,08 1 


22,864 


5,873 


• • • 


386,076- 


135,874 


• • • 


250,202 


188,769 


21 1,501 


22,732 


• • • 


198.004 


37,974 


• • • 


160,030 


30,697 


13,207 


• • • 


17,490 



Opium. — The importation of this dnig in 1867, was less by five hundred and thirty-five peculs than for 1866. 
The consuming districts near Amoy are now supplied with this necessity from Swatow, it being always to be obtained at 
Tung-shan on the seaboard, and at Loong-yen-chow in the interior, at a lower rate than it cam be purchased in Amoy 
after paying Import Duty and Lec-kim. This latter tax in Swatow is ten taels per pecul only; here it ranges from one 
hundred and twenty-five to one hundred and fifty dollars per chest. 

Raw Cotton has been formerly one of our principal imports, but as compared with 1867 little more than one- 
half the quantity is noted. This is in a great measure to be attributed to the price of this staple having scarcely varied, 
while the value of Yarn into which the raw material is manufactured has shown a reduction of nearly fifty dollars per 
bale. It has not therefore been so advantageous for Natives to manufacture the raw material into Yarn, when the price 
of the latter is low, dealers preferring to purchase Foreign Yarn both in regard to quality and price. Hence the 
falling off in the import of Cotton, and the large increase to be noted in the consumption of Foreign Yam. 

Cotton Piece Goods.— The increase shown in the importation of Manchester goods is solely attributable to 
the low prices enabling them to compete on favourable terms with the Cotton Cloths manufactured in this locality. 



Yarn. — 



AMOY. 
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Yarn. — Has always been dealt in to a large extent at Amoy, and if the price were cheaper the demand woald 
be largely increased. The importation last year was nearly double that of 1867, its low price compared with Raw Cotton 
having rendered it more profitable for the manufacture of Nankeens, than Yarn spun by the Chinese themselves. A 
large proportion of this import has been of coarse quality imported from Singapore and Bombay vi4 Hongkong, at a 
comparatively low rate, and this has been preferred to the finest English staple which would have proved much more 
expensive, and the Chinese give comparatively better prices for inferior than for fine qualities. If rates were now the 
Hftine as quoted prior to the American civil war, a large trade could be done in this manufacture. 

The following is a comparative statenieut of the consumption of Cotton, Yam, and Piece Goods, for the years 
1866, 1867, and 1868:— 



Years. 



1866, 
1867, 
1868, 



Cotton. 



Yarn. 



Baits. 
12,311 

I3»393 
11,367 



Bales. 
1,265 
1,486 

3,519 



Grey 
Shirtings. 



Pieces. 
18,400 
40,950 

37,100 



White 
Shirtings. 



Pieces. 
6,800 
8,000 
1,650 



T-Cloths. 



Pieces. 
5,200 

3,750 
8,140 



Bean Cake.— On account of the great losses suffered by speculators in 1867, little more than one-third the 
usual quantity of Bean Cake was imported during the past year. I cannot hear of any prospect of this branch of trade 
increasing to any very considerable extent. 

Rice and Wheat. —A vast extent of land in this immediate neighbourhood, hitherto cultivated with the 
Sugar Cane, having been latterly devoted to the production of Rice and Wheat, scarcely any demand has existed for 
Foreign grain. The import of Peas and Beans for 1867, showed a decrease of 54,352 peculs compared with 1866, while 
during 1868, 22,732 peculs were landed in excess of 1867. This was doubtless owing to the small demand existing for 
Bean Cake, and that shippers from the Northern ports found Pulse a more profitable cargo. 

The value of all Imports for 1868, was as under: — 

Foreign Goods, General, $ 2,965,222. 

Opium, „ 2,237,129. 

Chinese Produce, „ 2,219,319. 

Net Total for 1868, $ 7,421,750. 

„ „ 1867, „ 9,814,144. 

Decrease for 1868, $ 2,392,394. 

D.— EXPORTS. 
In the following table the chief articles of Export for 1868 are compared with those for 1867: — 



Description of Goods. 



Tea, Peculs 

Sugar, Brown, „ 

„ Canfdy, „ 

„ White, „ 

Nankeens, „ 

Paper, „ 

Medicine, „ 

Iron Ware, „ 

Tobacco, Prepared, „ 

Vermicelli, „ 



1867. 



60,795 
39,246 
49,042 

9,795 
786 

23,859 
2,014 

5,037 
3^646 

4,724 



1 868. 



Increase. 



32,496 
52,598 

56,519 
15,098 

81 

20,519 

1,734 
7,481 
1,642 

5,590 



13,352 
7,477 
5-303 



Decrease. 



28,299 



2,444 
* 866 



705 

3,340 
280 

2,004 



Tea. — The business in Teas this season was copimenced in July by the purchase of Congous for the Continent 
and Australia at prices some three dollars per pecul over those of the previous season. Rates however gradually fell 
tome three to four dollars, and by the end of October, the entire supply, which contrary to expectation was some ten 
thousand half-chests in excess of the previous year, was bought off the market. 

In 
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In OoloDgB the business last year was extremely exceptional, and the market, even at this advanced date, cannot 
be oonsidered as fairly open, the great bulk of the purchases having been confined to one firm. The supplies are some 
seven thousand half-chests under that of the preceding season, many of the finer Teas having gone direct from the pro- 
ducing districts to Foochow. Prices at the commencement were very high, and purchases were made at extreme rates for 
rapid shipment via California to New York. This had the tendency to excite the teamen, who, immediately thinking 
they were going to realize the same high prices for the entire crop, sent orders into the interior for extensive supplies at 
extravagant rates. The Teas have arrived, but up to date only some twenty-three thousand half-chests have found 
buyers, recent settlements in some cases leaving producers a loss of from ten to fifteen dollars per pecul. When the season 
fairly opens, much disa.ster is likely to result to the Teamen generally, because rates instead of improving are steadily 
declining day by day. Common Aukois, owing to the greater relative cost of production, have come down in small quan- 
tities, but finer grades have been plentiful, and were freely purchased at full prices at the commencement of the season. 

Orange Pekoes have only been made to a very nominal extent, the prices realized not paying the cost «>f 
production. 

One vessel—the Samuel Butsell^ took half a cargo of Tea to New York, filling up at Foochow. The Fomtotia 
is to date the only other vessel that has sailed for the same destination, her cargo consisting of 275,799 pounds of Oolcng 
The export of Tea to America shows a falling off in consequence of nearly four and-a-half million pounds; the supply 
on the market however is reported at 105,000 half-chests, against 17,000 half-chests at the same date List year. The 
following table showing the total export of the present season to the close of the year, appeared in my last Quarterly 
Report on Trade: — 



London, .. 
Colonies,.. 
Continent, 



Congou and 
Souchong. 



1,088,452 lb 
290,766 „ 

163,567 



» 



Oolong. 



388,886 tt) 
4,848 
Nil 



>» 



Total. 



1,477,338 lb 
295,614 „ 
163,567 



»» 



Sugar.— In consequence of the high prices ruling at the Northern ports, more particularly at Chefoo, a lar;Te 
quantity of Sugar arrived here for shipment from the neiglibourhood of Chin-chew, hence the large increase noted in 
this trade for the past year. Amoy is situate in the centre of the Sugar producinj^ districts, and should therefore show 
the largest export compared with other ports. Formerly vessels were laden here with Candy for Bombay, but of bite 
years on account of the comparatively limited supply, and enhanced price of that article, the greater portion of thin 
trade is confined to the coast of China, but small quantities having gone forward to Hongkong for tnuishiprnent to India, 

The value of the entire Export trade during 1868 is hereunder stated: - 

Chinese Produce to Native Ports, $ 1,721,879 

„ to Foreign Ports, „ 1,504,199 

Total, $ 3,226,078 

In 1 867 the value was , $ 3.597»o57 

ii I 111 

The last year shows therefore a decrease of $ 37o>979' 

The value of the goods re-exported was as follows : — 

Foreign Goods, , $ 821,698 

Native Produce, „ 19S1659 

Total, I i>oi7,357 

In 1867 it amounted to | 1)019,092, making the decrease for 1868 under this heading | 1.735. 

if.-- REVENUK. 



^.-REVENUE. 

The following tabic Hill bliow tlie nnioiuit of Duties ooUeoted under ench flag fur the yenr rndeii Decenilter 



FLAO. 


iHrunT. 


Export. 


ToSNAOE Dl-bs. 


Coast Tradk 
Duty. 


Total. 


R. Th. 


^ 


<;. 


«. 


if. Wi 


m 


r. 


c. 


a. ih 


m 


t. 


c. 


/f. «* 


m. 


r. 


e. 


//. Kt 


n,.. 


.. 


t. 


American 


3.305 
193,561 

8.471 
4.1S9 
'2.959 

8,077 
S.'34 


; 

9 

8 
6 

5 


9 

9 
6 
7 
5 

6 
6 


8 

5 
8 
3 

9 

7 


3.,S69 

6g,2B5 
4-574 
9,ois 
3.769 

34.577 

710 

4,534 

10,149 


9 
9 

i 

7 
4 


5 
7 

4 
7 
8 

7 


7 
9 

3 
6 

6 

5 
9 


1.389 

1,»4) 

346 

3.S58 

1.374 


6 
6 


° 


\ 


. 35 
6,3so 

59 
650 

8,68? 

178 
1,006 

233 


7 

S 
8 

9 


9 
8 
7 
9 

i 

7 
9 




26,599 
I73-'M8 
4.713 
19.991 
8,288 
59.781 
889 
14.992 
i6,B39 




8 

1 
3 
9 


3 

s 
1 

5 


BriUsh, 




Frencb . 




Norwegiiin 


7 S 

4 


4 
7 

3 




Total 


° 




235.671 


" 


6 


4 


■58,597 


,4,562 




17.213 


9 


4 


5 


426,044 


7 
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X-GENERAL REMARKS. 

The import and exiiort of TriuiBure fur 1868 vt hereunder coiupitred with the iimDunla reporled during the 
previous year:— 

In POUT. Export. 

1867, $ 1,151,063. I 2,721.811. 

1868, „ 1,128,830. „ 2.394,409. 

Increaae, $ 76.767. DecreMe, \ 327,40', 

A report on the trade of Amoj woidd not be complete without a. notice of the Dock Company. This buaineu 
of course fluctuates with the amount of shippiug frequentinjr the port, varied in a measure by those cosualtice in th<> 
Hiljucent sem which ore of a nature to admit of the vessels putting in here for relief or repHJra. It is on suutl oc«aMOiis 
tliat the v^ueofawell conducted establishment, amply provided for such contingencies on the east-couat of China, 
becomes apparent, and it is perhaps owing to a few occurrences of this kind that a somewhat better year for the Amoy 
Dock Coinpaiiy in 1S68 than in 1867 is to be reported, notwithstanding the decrease last year in the number of veaseU 
ejitering tlie port. 

Ttiis csbLbliBhment has been made rery complete in every way for Steamers and Sailing vessels ; and alike with 
ii^rd to the general tni4e of the coast, and the working popuhitjun of Amoy, there is an acknowledged value in the 
euteiprise, which makes its permanent success ti great dmdcraiviti. • 

Mr. Commissioner Hdohes in his Trade Report for 1864, and my immediate predecessor Mr. Acting Commis- 
sioner Man in his Report for 1867, having both advocated the opening of the neighbouring port of Chlnchcw to Foreign 
trade, t deteriuined to visit it at the close of tnft year, in order, upon ihu present occaiion, to lay before you some oocount 
of the condition of the place, and to asc«rt«in, if possible, the wishes of the inercbantc at that port on this important 
HubjecL 

The British mercantile community, in letCei« to their Consul, have on two occasions urged the opening of 
('hinchew, as subsidiary to Amoy, under certain restrictions ; they suggest tlut the Amoy Consular and Custom<> 
establishments should take the sapervision of Foreign trade nt Chinchew ; tlnit Foreign vessels should be allowed tn 
enl«r uid clear for that port from Amoy, upon giving bund for the payment of duties both iuiport and enport at this 
place. I would most strun;;ly advocate the adoptiou of this plan in the commencement, it h«ing a cuiuprLmtively easy 
iii.ttter for the Amoy Consulate and Customs' Offirea to perform this duty effectively at flrst — tlie Coiiaulutes pusaibly not 
heeding any extra nuiiil>er of employ^ fur this purpuae. while a simdar staff to that employed at Toiwanfoo would br 
niuply Hutlicieut fur the due protectioD of the Inijierial revenue. 

Chint-hew is situate ju«t two days easy travelling overhmd from Amoy. The road for the first part letuls through 
n level, or slightly undulntiiig country, all richly and thickly uultjvnted ; about half-way it passes over a gup, which 
o>[inevts two high r.ingea of bills tying in 4 north-west and south-east direirtiou. ISiu-koi lies at the southern foot of these 
hills, and pOBSettaea decidedly t^e beat acvonuuodation for night quarto i-a ; the uorlheni [urliuu of the journey is rather 

• more 
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more hilly, the scenery altogether being very interesting and picturesque. The monntains on either side of the city af» 
planted with tea, and the riew from their summits of the country inland is superb, the river being visible for sereml 
miles winding between distinct ranges of mountains. I would desire here to refer you to the accompanying map which 
has been most carefully executed by Oapt. Rat, Harbour Master at this port, who accompanied me on this excursion. 
The roud is clearly shown ; all the villages noted ; also, a topographical sketch of the country for several miles in the 
neighbourhood of Chinchew ; and the position of the anchorage relative to the city, as well as its extent and capabilities. 
The names of the localities therein mentioned are given in the local patoit of this district. The principal exports comprise 
Tea, Sugar, Tobacco, China Ware, Nankeens, and Iron Pans. Yung Chun, some two days' journey from Chinchew, 
produces Iron, Lead, and Tin ; these mines however are not worked to any very considerable extent. 

The Tea grown in this region is known by the designation " Ankoi,*' and the central districts are distant from 
( 'hinchew one day's journey by water ; the cost of conveyance to port averages twenty-five cents per pecul, while the 
expense of carriage on this same leaf to Amoy is not less than one dollar per pecul. A quantity of common Ankoi Tea 
h grown on the mountain marked in the map " Tui-sua,'' seven miles distant from Chinohew. 

The Sugar export is very extensive ; one hundred and fifty thousand bags were shipped in Native bottoms to 
the Northern ports during last season. 

This city is the largest southern emporium for Native Cotton Cloth. I noticed numerous warehouses filled with 
this manufacture, besides many large dyeing establishments in the suburbs, some with eighteen or twenty furnaces 
employing large numbers of hands. 

There is an extensive carrying trade between Chinchew and Formosa, the principal exports being Nankeena, 
Tubticco, and China Ware ; the junks returning with Rice and Oil Cake. 

About ten thousand bales of Raw Cotton are annually imported from Ningpo during the north-east monsoon. 
The average price last year w:is twenty-four dollars per pecul. Very little Foreign Yam is imported ; every household is 
provided with a spinning wheel, and the manufacture of Yam from the raw material, with its subsequent conversion 
into cloth, constitutes (dmost the sole employment of the women and children. The average price of Native Yam last 
yoar in (i-hinchew was thirty-one dollars per pecul: the cheapest Foreign staple, Bombay, could not be procured in Amoy 
under thirty-six dollars per pecul. 

W^ith the exception of a small quantity of dmg landed during the south-west monsoon, from Canton lorchas, 
on the shores of Chimmo Bay, some twelve miles to the southward of the city, Chinchew is dependent for its supply of 
< >piani entirely upon the port of Amoy. During the past year an average of seventy-five chests per mouth passed through 
the Leekim Ofiice on this overland trip ; the cost of conveying it to Chinchew is one and a-half dollars per chest coolie 
litre, and a Leekim of ten dollars per chest, in addition to the Amoy tax, is levied prior to its being permitted to cross 
tlie city bridge. Small quantities of Manchester goods are likewise conveyed overland, and pay in addition to the Auiay 
leekim a tax of eight cents per piece at thus barrier. 

Foreign Woollen Cloths are in like manner subject to a second payment of Leekim al the rate of $ 1.2a 
per piece. 

From the foregoing brief sketch of the trade of this large seaport, the advisability of opening it to Foreign 
rommerce will I think appear evident. The Native merchants of Chinchew have been expecting to participate in thia 
advantage for the last two or three years, and Ins a consequence the number of Native craft has been continually on the 
«ltMTease. That this feeling however is not universally approved has just been made manifest, the literati having caused 
ti) be printed and freely cin^ulated, an anonymous placard urging the people to do their utmost to keep Foreigners away 
from their prefectund city. This handbill, owing to the representaitions of the British Consul at Amoy, lias been 
>uppressed. and proclamations issued by the local officials threatening to punish severely any who shall dare again in this 
manner to violate the Treaty rule. 

Although the wheels of progress in this and other parts of China are still clogged by sundry local dead-weights, 
1 look forward with confidence to the time, not far distant, when those wheels shall revolve, dispensing to every seaport 
the direct advantages of western intercourse and trade, the acknowledged forerunners of enlightened advancement. 

I have the honour to be, 



Sir, 



Your obedient Servant, 



To Robert Hart, Esquire, 

Inspector General of Ctistovut, 
PEKING. 



JAMES JONES, 

CUrk In Charge. 
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FOB THE TEAR 1868. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, TAIWAN, 
TAKOW OFFICE, 31ST January, 1869. 

SIR,— The anticipation expressed in the report on the trade of South Formosa for the year 1867, that a st<»ndy 
increase in the general commerce of the two open ports of the district might be expected, has not been realized during 
the twelve mouths just terminated, a further decrease being again apparent from the totals of the various headings under 
which our Returns are classified. 

Several reasons may be put forward to account for this result; but when it is seen that of the deficit in the 
Duties collected, amounting to over sixteen thousand dollars, a sum of fourteen thousand five hundred is from a fallin;; 
oif in the same as obtained from Opium alone: the export of the great staple of the Island's trade — Sugar— showinn^ at 
the same time a marked advance: the discouragement not unlikely to be felt on first glancing at these statistics may well 
be allowed to give place to impressions, cheering and hopeful in their view of the future. The present decline can, more- 
over, be traced to exceptional rather than to permanent influences having worked against us, and to action which, not- 
withstanding its temporary retrogressive effect, must tend to issue more than compensatory. 

IMPORTS. 

The net value of the Imports during the year, exclusive of Treasure, wa* $ 985,037, against $ 1,553,833 in 1867. 
This decrease may be classified as under: — 

In Foreign Imports, , $ 289,692 

„ Native „ „ 279,104 

Total decrease, $ 568,796 

The falling off thus appears to be nearly equally divided between the two branches of our Import trade. 

The prominent cause of the deficit, amounting in fact to more than a third of the whole, was the lessened 
amount of Opium which passed through the two offices of the Inspectorate during the year. This is due solely to the 
peculiar circumstances of the district, for the quantity of drug actually imported has not, to any extent, if indeed at all, 
decreased during the period. I can explain the meaning of this seeming enigma by here noticing a protest entered by 
the chief Native hongs at Taiwan-foo before the Special Commissioner sent over to the Island in connection with the 
political troubles at the close of the year. The merchants interested, in deputation to His Excellency, pleaded anent the 
Lekin tax, not for it« abolition — for that indeed would have been a hopeless prayer— but for an uniform collection at 
the different sea-coast stations. It is from the irregular manner in which it is levied that we suffer, far more than from 
the mere bare fact of its existence. At Takow and Anping, the seats of Foreign Customs* Offices, the Lekin is $ 80 per 
chest: at ports unopened by Treaty and out of the immediate ken of our inspection, but equally of course accessible to 
Native vessels, no such fixed amount is obtained. There the charge averages as much as from twenty to, in some 
cases, thirty dollars per chest less; and this, be it remembered, at positions where, in addition, a to-be-bargained for 
sum takes the place of the fixed duty of the tariff. The consequence is natural; the open ports are avoided, junks and 
lorchas find employment, and Opium, to the average extent of twenty chests a month, reaches the adjacent inland marts 
without having passed through either of our stations. 

In 
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In addition to the decline in the ralue of the Opium imported, the amount of duty hen collected on irbai ilk 
cume under the cognizunce of the Ijoperial Cnslonia is diaproportionutel; sinnll, from the fact of the ((renter portion o 
tl)at nrrivinjT from the neii^hbouring mainliind port of Auioj bcln<; protected by Exemption Certificatea isaued at Uu 
place. Conisidcring thut Opium fonun by far the largest, as also the niurtt vaSiinble, article of our imports, this election 
the forwarding agent, the cause of which, in view of tlio jfKut HKcesa iii the Treaure exported, I am, I confeas, at a los 
to account for, bears very hardly upon our revenue. 

Next to Opiuui, CuTTON Piece Goods hgure aa a Urge item in the decrease under notice. I think the decline ii 
tbi^ braiiuh of trade, us nlao in NANKBEKa, ia in a nieiisure tniceuble, not alone in the cnae of the firxt named to the com 
]ietition of the latter, but in both to the increased manufacture of Native Purmosan Cloth. This article, made of twi 
■qualities, the one whiter and of softer texture than the other, but ainiodt equally durable, ia iu great vogue among th 
liicHi labouring popuUition, and haa even been pmfitJihly ahipped in fscverol in»tiinuea to Amny and Cbincbew. I an 
informed lliat there is found little difficulty in obtaining supplies sufficient to meet a yearly augmenting demand. 

TCRKRY Ueds and hosa Ells Herve. tu a siiiall extent, as media of cxcbange in the trade with the Fonnoaani 
Kendered acceptable throu};h their colour, they are taken by the latter for marriage preaenia and for the decoration 
tbeir ordinary ganiients, being, however, more appreciated by the Pa-pu-kuan — or savages of the plains, than by tlios 
of the mountain regions. 

CuTTON Hanokbrciiiefs Appear to be entirely excladed from the ishind marketa; the taat Tamsni Return 
Tibiiw 110 iuipurt, aud since 1S66 none liuve reached the Southern ports. In 1S67 the quantity remaining on hand wa 
11' -exported. 

Tobacco.— -Grown and prepared by the Natives in their own territory, ia found in increasing tjuontities at th 
tiiartH on the south- western coast, whence the products of that terra incognita are exported to Taiwan-foo. It is largel 
n-^ed by the settlers, and the imported Chinese article thli year ahowa a significant falling olT. A very superior qualitji 
made up in long bark-bound rolls, ia now procurable, and a small parcel has, within the last few months, been sent vi 
Anioy to London. The report as to its suitableness for the European market proves, however, a less favourable one thai 
li:id been expected. 

Hbmp Bags. — This import, in which there ia a marked decrease, is doubtleu influenced by the short expoi 
of Rice. 

Sasisitoo. — Spirit, distilled in the island from the sweet potato, is coming into very general consumption, am 
l>i>i[ig considerably cheaper ia likely to still further influence the import of the maiutand commodity, which, daring th< 
last twelve months, h;is shown u decline in value of upwards of four thousand dollars. 

Whbat. — There has been no import during the year, neither has any Flour, Native or Formgn, been brongh 
in. Since Atay 1S67, when an attempt, which proved a failure, was made, there has been no endeavour to bring th 
Foreign article into competition with the island produce- 
In concluding this section of my report, I uiay state that none of the items on the list of Imports show a note 
wirthy increase during 1868 over the previous year. An excess in Cuttle Fijsh of $ 1,572, and Earthen Ware of $ 1,131 
an' the most striking. 

EXPORTS. 

The value of the Export trade of Southern Formosa shows, like that of the Import, a decrease during the yea 
which has just ended. It amounts to $202,250, thus: — 

Falling-ofi' in Exports to Chinese ports, | 312,113. 

Increase „ „ Foreign ports , 9,962. 

Net decrease, $ 202,250. 



As reganLa Foreign porta, the trade Is at present all but confined to tranaactiona in Suoar, and beiside 
embracing Hongkong [where a demand was caused through the establishiuent of a refinery] and Japan, it ext«ndec 
during 1868 to Australia. 

Notwithstanding the declenuon in the total export to Chinese ports, several articles of merchandize show indi 
vldiuilly a considerable increase in value. To the most prominent of these a phtce ia given below; — 

TtJRHRitic, S 13,733- Heup, I 5,7o3. 

Urol'nu NcTa, „ 6,523, - Lcno-ngass, „ 5,058. 

Althuugb 
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Although at the commencement of the season Rice bid fair to show no failling-off, the total export at the 
year's end exhibited a decrease to the amount of $ 6,i8o; and this notwithstanding that from April to October, 
the shipment duty to Tientsin was suspended. It fell from causes easy to understand. During the entire period, 
the price of Rice at the southern ports of China was exceedingly low, so low indeed that, under ordinary 
circumstances, the grain would have been unremunerative cargo for Native vessels; and the news of the 
northern dearth in the spring did not reach Formosa until the same had arrived at and been acted upon by less 
remote markets. Again, the autumn crop throughout this division of the island was a failure, unprecedented 
as such, and prices rose, towards the close of the year, to rates ruling higher than those at Amoy, which, 
combined with the fact of the actuail scarcity, renders the possibility of our witnessing an importation of the grain by no 
means unlikely. But more than thisi, there is still another and more deeply rooted reason for the decline in this direction. 
It is plainly triiceable to the increased culture of the Sugar Cane. Unlike the sug;ir-producing tracts on the mainland 
of Fohkien, those in the prefecture of Taewan require no extraneous aid to second the efforts of the soil. Guano, Bean 
Cake, and such like manures are unknown to the farmers, and the only drawback is in the uncertainty of the water 
supply. The Rice districts may be broadly clashed under two divisions: the one comprising the upland country in the 
western valleys and on the slopes of the great water-shed, the other the terraces and swamps of the more immediate 
coast. The deficit in production is in the former of those regions, and it is there that the Sugar Cane is usurping the 
place of grain*. This result is not surprising when the nature of the land is for a moment considered. Under a system 
of irrigation rude in the extreme, these highland rice-fields must ever have been at a disjxdvantage in comparison with 
the niiirshy level of the plain; their great fertility being in a measure lost. When brought under Sugar cultivation on 
the other hand, the natural richness of the soil at once produces fruit to the husbandman, with less labour and with in- 
crease of profit. In 1865, the final suppression of the Taeping insurrection having once again given life and activity to 
the great consuming provinces of the Yangtsze, the growth of Sugar received an impetus coming opportunely for the 
Formosan emigrant. His Rice culture had lan>:uished under restrictod legislation, whereby the natural current of export 
had been hindered or diverted, and the price artificially lowered; the reborn demand for an article which, of still greater 
ease of production, was also to an extent otherwise more suitable, at once met his want, and so to his profit here came 
forth supply. 

The following table exhibits the steady increase in the amount of Sugjur exported from this division of 
the Island: — 



Sugar. 


From OH. 26, 

1863, to May 5, 

1864. 


From Ma If 5, 

1864, to Du: 31, 

1864. 


1865. 

• 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


Drown, .... Pis. 
White, „ 

Total, PU. 


65.451 
57 


43.066 
8,718 


117,057 
28,835 


186,392 
23»779 


221,695 
25,607 


255,927 
»9,554 


65,508 


5^784 


J 45.892 


210,171 


247,302 


275,481 



Indioo— does not figure in the presi'Ut Returns; it has nevertheless been ex]>orted during the year in Native 
bottoms. The shrub from which the dye is produced is cukivuted on the table-land north of Takow, where it appears 
to thrive without the necessity for much attention from the planters. The production during 1868 is stjited by Native 
jiccount to have reached three thousand peculs, and the price obtained in Taiwan-foo to have averaged from $ 1.50 to 
S 1.90. The export was almost entirely from Anping, four hundi-ed peculs only having left Takow. It is sent to Swatow 
and Amoy in about equal quantities. 

Salt. — The great extent of country around Takow converted into 8;dt pans, attests the large quantity manu- 
factured in this district. In 1 867 it was numbered among our exports, having been shipped to the amount of peculs 
14,200 in Foreign vessels on Governmont account to TamsuL Since that time, none, as I am informed, has left the port; 
certainly it has been exported, if at all, but in junks. 

As above stated— in the second paragraph of this division, the Foreign trade of our two ports, although still 
circumscribed within narrow bounds, has expanded daring the last year in the direction of the colonies. But for the very 
firm demand from the north, however, we should have witnessed, in the iuiiuguratiou of a direct Sugar export to Europe, 
a yet surer harbinger of good omen to Formosa. Five thousand peculs were actually bought and packed by a well-known 
finu for exportation to Great Britain, and a vessel was on the point of being chartered for the conveyance of the same. 

Oni'p 



* This is a general proposition, and it has not Immediate and startling result lilce the ftict of the failure of the crops, 
au abuDdant harvest in the low grounds, would doubtless, in concurrence with other droomstances, raiae the exi)ori— J. A.M. 
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Once let such an export be consummated to a successful issue, and there need he no fertr but that other and minor 
articles will eventually find a passage into the channel so opened. There is land enough between the ranges of our 
eastern mountains, — champaign countrj", untouched by the plough, unused by man, — to meet any expansion caused by 
increased demand. The Sugar here produced is considered by many well versed in the trade to be not inferior to that 
shipped from Manila; given the same impulsion, conducing to greater care and selection, will not this become, and 
quickly, still more apparent? Can we not look to Indigo and to Tobacco— the latter alrejwly so extensively grown, the 
possession though it is, almost exclusively, of the Indian, — being raised in European value by more skilful culture ? The 
island suffers from many durabilities truly: its best southern harbour is at present inconvenient of access, its communica< 
tions are ba<l. But both these faults may, and will, to a great extent be rectified, and this scion of Ciiii^ does not labour 
under restrictions in other respects more onerous than does the venerable Spanish colony. 

SHIPPING. 

The Table of Shipping in Part II. of Trade Returns, gives the number and tonnage of Vessels, under the V.WOUS 
Foreign flags, which visited our ports during the year. The decrease is fifteen vessels of tons 3,949 entered, and 
fourteen of 3,520 cleared. British has gained upon German in a proportion of 6 J per cent compared with the 
figures of 1867, but its flag remains in yet a small minority. The vessels of the latter are of light draught and good 
carrying capacity [the conditions our trade demands]; they took the stiirt, and although, sooner or later, they must, on 
most lines, make way for Steamers, for the present they keep it^ by fair earning. The remaining nationalities appear 
represented by ten entries only, half of which— a proportion unusually large—are French. 

Besides the above, a few vessels came within our limits in distress, or for water and provision. These are not 
included in the Returns as by Treaty their circumstances exempted them from entry. The arrival of one, however, a 
barque under the flag of Japan, having on board an official belonging to the retinue of His Highness of Satsuma, was 
an event which at the time caused a slight stir among the authorities at the seaport of the capital. Japanese tradition.^ 
linger around Formosa, and the Yakonin thus accident^illy privileged took the opportunity, which pt'rhaps has never 
l)efore faflen to his* countrymen, of visiting a, to them, historic locality. He was received with courtesy and hospitably 
entertained by the Governor of Anping. 

The Taiwan^ the Steamer built in Scotland expressly for this trade, and placed in 1867 upon the line between 
Hongkong and Amoy and Formosi>, by the Messrs. Lapiiaik, of Victoria, in connection with their larger vessels running 
from the colony to Foochow, shared, after a few months of useful but I fear unprofitable trial, the fiite of many more 
easily spared traders, being disposed of to the Japanese. The exi)eriment has not been repeated, and we have, during 
the past year, been dependent upon sailing vessels, and an occasional gun-boat, for communication with the mainLind. 
Fortunately a British firm long established in Amoy, with agencies in the southern ports of Formosa, has employed a 
rlipper schooner regularly on the station, and the consideration which characterises her working puts us on a better foot- 
ing in this respect than we could otherwise under such conditions obtain. To this vessel also are we indebted for about 
the only convenient means of intercourse with our sister port. The communiciition between Anping and Takow is 
ditficult and inconvenient by land, and otherwise dangerous and uncertain by sea, neither port possessing suitable Foreign 
built craft, and the Native junks being unavailable for the round trip, from inability to contend against the monsoons^ 
which, more especially that from the north-east, rush through the Formosa channel as through a funnel. 

The number of large Native vessels trading to Taiwan remains, I am informed, about the a^me as in former 
times. As, however, an extensive contract made a few years back between the merchants of the capitid and some junk 
owners at Chinchew, for the carriage of Sugar, expires in the course of the next eighteen months, it may hereafter be 
interesting to note, by reference to the statistics of the year now under review, the decrease to be looked for in the 
employed number of these unwieldly vessels. I accordingly subjoin a table, showing, with tolerable accuracy, the 
movements of the sea-going junks entered inwards and cleared outwards at the Governor's office at Anping during 1868. 



Place. 



Swatow, ' 

Amoy, 

Chinchew, , 

Foochow, 

Ningpo, 

Total, 



Number entered 
from. 



16 

H 
28 

6 
4 



68 



Number cleared 
for. 



16 

14 
28 

7 
5 



70 
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None of the vessels of the class or size in question now visit Tnkow. 

An exceptional hardship under which Foreign shipping labours, and which tends to check any rapid increase 
in that direction, claims notice at my hands. I allude to the Mast Dues which are collected by the authoritiea on all 
8r[uare-rigged vessels entering the ports of Takow and Anping to Chinese consignment. These taxes differ as regards 
amount at the two places, as will be seen by reference to the following table, and are divisible under two headings;, i.r. 
tho prefect's collection, and that of the Lfkin office. 



Ship, 


Takow. 


ANTlNtJ. 


Freftcfs 
levy. 


Lekin kry. 


1 

Total. 


rnficVs 
/try. 


Li'hia h'Vij. 


Total. 


Dollars. 

96 
80 
64 

48 


Dollart. 

73 
60 

48 

42 
36 


Dollars. 

168 

140 

112 

08 

84 


Dollars. 

120 

100 

80 

70 

60 


Dollars. 
90 

75 
60 

52.50 
45 


Dollars, 
210 

175 
140 

122.50 

105 


Barge, 

Brig, 

Schooner, [3 m. 

„ [2 m.; 



For one year subsequent to the opening of the branch office of the Customs* Inspeotonit^ nt Takow, thoy weri^ 
nut collected at that place; the Tonnage Dues authorised by the Treaty being t^ikcn iw abolishing Huoh local action. Kiirly 
in 1865, however, not only were they again put into operation, but memos: were issued for the amounts due under the old 
system upon the number of vessels which had arrived during the twelve or fcmrtoiMi months that had elaiwed sinw ita 
temporary removal. The call was answered, and the sums demanded fin.ally paid up. Not, however, until after vigorous 
and combined resistance on the part of the guilds, which tried seriously the power of the officials, and condnotnl to 
promises which are yet unfiillilled. To this fostering of Native bottoms by the im])08ition of extn\ Tonniigo Dues- for 
such they are,- -acting as a fine upon the employment of Foreign craft, it is to some degree due that the carrying trade to 
the mainland is, to the large extent it is, still shared in by junks. 

REVENUE. 
The following table gives the Duties collected under each flag <luring the year ended on the 31st ultimo:—- 



Flag. 


Import. 


Opium. 


Export. 


Coast Tradk. 


TONNAOK. 


TOTAI.. 


American, 

British, 


7h m.c.c. 

• • • 

804.4.5.3 
I. I. 7.0 

• • • 

382.9.9.9 

• • • 


Tfi m.c.c. 

• m s 

3,384.0.0.0 

• • « 

1,836.0.0.0 
2,880.0.0.0 

• • • 


!/& m.c.c. 

1,423.1.9.7 

12,102.5.3.7 

775.6.0.0 

2,058.5.4.1 

22,623.7.7.8 

881.4.2.7 


Ih m.c.c. 

• • • 

347.0.4.8 

J3.9.2.0 

9.0.3.0 

961.8.5.6 

• • • 


*JU m.c.c. 

• * • 

277.4.0.6 

• • • 

14.5.0.0 
709.5.0.0 

• • • 


'/it m.c.c. 

1,423.1.9.7 
16,915.4.3.8 

790.6.9.0 

3,918.0.7.1 

27,558- «-3.3 
881.4.2.7 


Dutch 


French, 

German 


Norwegian, 

Total, 


1,188.6.2.2 


8,100.0.0.0 


39,865.0.8.0 


1,331.8.5.4 


1,001.4.0.0 


51,486.9.5.6 



The excess in the total amount contributed to the revenue by German vessels, is thus shown to be fully in 
proportion to the preponderance of tonnage already alluded to. 

The trade with the aborigines is still undeveloped, but bids fair in the course of time to expand and \Hscome of 
value. The industrious emigrants who have settled on the north and western plains of Fomiosa, and who have gained for 
it the name of " China's granary,'* are exclusively agriculturists, and the profitable traffic lying at their very doors haN 
been left for others, men of far different stamp— the reckless outcast, the very scum of China, and the wamiering Hakka 
to inaugurate. The system of barter begun with the semi-civilized Natives of the lower hiUs, has within the hist few 
years become, in more than one article, a matter of some consequence. The Formosan still holdi by far the larger portion 
of hiB Native soil, and that portion contains, besides rich clearings, the primeval forests whence come the DuR Uornh, 
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the Skins and Firewood of this frontier exchange, and the Camphor of the now famed nionoi)oly. Guns and powder, 
lead and knives, are necessities to the continued existence of the Native races, and these are supplied them in payment 
for the produce of their mountains and valleys, and for the Cloth worketl hy the women of their tribes. Little by little, 
ut heavy risk and with hard cost, but still steadily, the trader is worming his way into savage Formosa. At the aouthem 
end of the island, in the very heart of the territory held by the most powerful of the Native chieftains, the Hakka pedlar 
is found. It PoHac, his head-(j[uarters, a small border town without the Chinese pale, a manufacture of gims and dirks 
of peculiar construction Is carried on, the inhabitants being prot4?cteil by, and owning allegiance to the s;ivage. This 
place hjxs become the centre of an extensive trade, and being connected by a pasiwibly good road with the little walleii 
seaport Cha-siang on Leang-kiao bay, the native commodities collectetl in the vicinity are without difficulty trausporteil 
l>y water to Taiwan-foo. Pang-liao, on the coiiat further north, is another example of this developing trades although the 
conditions are somewhat different. The mountains here from a point just to the southward —whore deep spui-s nnining 
down into the ocean shut off the southern part of the island -strike inland in a north-easterly direction, leiiving a 
narrow strip of level storm-bound coast land. Of all places I have seen in the Empii-e, the dismal settlement built 
thereon claims the palm for lawlessness and squalor. There is seen the Fuhkien rowdy in all his glory, albeit in. a 
somewhat settled state, for the savages of the immediate vicinity are unlike in many respi'cts their countrymen of th** 
extreme south, and are reluctant to permit the exploration of their n>ountain f»istne.*«es. Tlieir int<»roourse with thi» 
.s<*ttlers is conducted at small stations at the foot of the hills inland and along the coast southward towards C-ha-sijuiji, 
and is directed by, and entirely under the control of, the chiefs on one side and of an individual styled a Sltt'n Fan Tnntf- 
ha on the other. Tobacco, <.)loth and Firewood, the latter in very lari^o jjuantities, and chiefly froiii the coast station?^-, 
ai*e collected at this p^u'c, and, in exchange, trumjiery articles of ornann'Ot, iK)\fder and iron implemonu |Xi.ss to th** 
Natives. A coast road traversing a .Siindy uninviting country places the tradei's in comniuniciiticm with Tungkong, a 
commercial mart distant from Takow about twenty miles, i>o.-?sossing a large though shallow harbour, anil a considerable 
tUrect trade with Chin-chew. ♦Situate<i in the delta of the stream whose name it bears, the " Eitst- River'* gives it at onco 
its title and its claim to notice, foi* the immediate vicinity is in the last degree bleak and desolat<3, and at first sight its 
Imving become a depot i^' commerce seems inexiilicable. By and through its water communication however it thrives. 
The river branching off in several directions and running deeply into the rice-growing country extending eastward to the 
mountains, the grain is with Ciise and Siifety transported to the seactwost at little cost ; and tliis route was fostered to thw 
detriment of Takow, by the Rice embargoes not having been enforced at its outlet. It is also worthy of note that thr 
finest Rice grown in Foiinosa [perhajis in China] is at a place to the sijuthward of Pang-liao, where, in a valley stretchin.ir 
directly inland from the coast, some farmers —under s.ivage protection — have settled. Their produce, held in high 
estimation at the capit:i!. finds its market at Tungkong. 

Still, within this section of the island, but much farther noithwanJ, au-l, conse'juent upon the direction of the 
nnmntains, more in tlie interior, is the rcijion of the Liinnta ('amphora, and there the savage; even when not actually resident 
is still to be found, exercising, by tin.' iKMwnt.ige he exacts as tribute, a direct inllnence ui^on the trade. It is not, I Ijelieve^ 
generally undei*stood that the tree yielding the Camphor is not fouml everywhere. It is only in that p.ntion of tin* 
island occupied by the aborigines that the druir is produced, and it is by Ilakkas twid half-breeds, subject to the aborigines 
and living on land held in fief from them, tliat its manufaclnre is carrieil on. For the first time, this year's Returns show 
the article a^s figuring among our exports; it is therefore well to notice these facts connected with it. I have gathere<l 
them from Geuend Lk Gkxdkk, the United States' C-onsul, who has travelled much in the country and taken a deep 
interest in a question that h:is drawn special attention in many an official quarter. 

The earthquakes which would seem to have stretched as a belt round the world during the year, did not leavo 
t'ormosa unswithed. In July several shocks were felt, and on the 1st August the city of Taiwan-foo was severely 
damaged; the wall being thrown down at intervals throughout its entire length, nuuiy of the larger yamCms and other 
buildings shaken to the ground, and lament ible loss of life ensuing. Since the terrible hurricane of the i ith Augu.st 
1842, when upwards of two thousand souls jicrished in and about the Ciipital, no such cidamity h:us visited this island; 
and it is remarkable that as this previous visitation immediately followed that wholesale judicial murder which has caused 
the name of the locality to be hardly mentioned without a shudder by those acquainted with a certain episode of thi» 
•• Opium war," *o the misfortune blackly marking the corresiwnding month of twenty-six years later proved the forerunner 
of a fatal collision with Foreigners, which, however, widely differing in its concomitants from the former catttstrophe^ has 
surely not failed to equally inipress the present generation of the citizens ; whose fathers yet remember and recount with 
horror the details of the bloody dmnia of which they wore sjiect^itors. 

It does not come witliin the limit of a Trade Rep.irt to enter into details of purely political occurrences, unless 
indeed those occurrences affect more or less directly the sp?cial subject of which it treats. The action taken by thv 
Foreign Consular and Naval authorities durin;^ last autumn comes under thiis category, and a notice of the same i» therefuiv 

here 
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here called for. Tlie Consul representing Great Britain, France, Gremiany and Denmark, formally, daring the month of 
September, declared the port of Anping closed to British commerce, the Foreign mercantile houses being all of that 
nationality. Later, that is to say on the 8th November, the Special Commissioner appointed by the Chinese Government 
arrived, and the ConsuVs exertions in conjunction with him to promote a settlement, were, after an interval of misunder- 
standing, during which Anping was bombarded and taken by a naval force, fully successful. Among other points 
satisfactorily arranged, the abolition iw toto of the Camphor monopoly tak&i in this place preeminence. By proclamation 
it has been utterly swept from the island, and time has since elapsed sufficient to prove that it is no paper concession that 
has been thus obtained. To what extent the freedom gsiined will benefit the Foreign merchant, remains to be seen." It 
may have perhaps less influence upon the trade in this district than has been by some supposed : in the northern there 
can be no question as to its beneficial result. 

I must here draw attention to the fact that the attitude assumed by certain of the higher local officials, and the 
actual measures taken in consequence by the Foreign authorities, backed as these were by rumours of still more extended 
hostile action as to follow on the part of the latter, for some months virtually paralyzed trade. It is true, as it is 
fortunate, that the season w.as that when stiignation could be least onerously borne, but the result of the same has, 
nevertheless, made itself apparent as aflfecting the statistics of the year, which are certainly thereby influenced. May we 
not hope that this tempor.iry depression will hereafter be outbalanced by the concessions gained, and that the rigour of 
the measures taken to ensure compliance will receive, in the results, a justification ? The Formosan tnwle stands, doubtless, 
to the Foreigner, enfranchised, but it would be Utopian. to believe thiit official interposition therein will now, at once and 
altogether, directly and indirectly, cease. Patent facts attest the contrary: the very conditions which lUone render the 
tenour of any public charge in the bland anything but distasteful, forbid it. Yet will it not certainly prove so glaringly 
detrimentiU as of yore. 

I cannot conclude this report without a reference to the harbour of Takow, the only one on the south-west coast 
of Formosa available for vessels during the entire twelve months of the year. The future development of the island is in 
no small degree "bound up in its conservancy. Year by year the lagoon has silted up, and year by year has the spju'e 
available for Foreign shipping been curtailed. ,The junk anchorage on the Kiow side has been reduced in size at a vdie 
even more remarkable, owing to the folly of the Native seamen, who, spite of all remonstrance, have persisted iu 
throwing overboard the ballast with which as a rule the small class of vessels trading to the port from the mainland 
enter it half filled. To Mr. Commissioner Kopsch, who, first at Tamsui, and afterwards at Takow, induced the 
authorities to issue proclamations prohibiting this practice, the thanks of all interested in the preservation of these 
havens is most surely due. Placed as the Ciirrying out of the injunction has been in Foreign hands, namely, in those 
of the Marine Department of the Customs, it has proved a signal success, and already the junk-men have commenced to 
give up evading an order which it is to their own direct advantage to obey. 

The Pilot service has been put in operation at Takow during the year, on the general footing of the publishett 
Regulations for the entire coiist, supplemented by a few local Bye-laws; and a signal station in connection with the same, 
and on the plan of the one erected in 1867 at the entra!ice to the harbour of Amoy, has been built on Saracen's Hill. 



J have the honour to be. 



Sir, 



Y(-iir obedient Servant, 



J. ALEX. MAN, 

Commissioner of Customs, 



To Robert Hart, Esquire, 

Inspector General of Ciistoms^ 

rsKiya, 
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OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 
SWATOW, 3 1 ST January, 1869. 

SIR, — I herewith beg to hand you my Report of Trade at this port for the past year; and in doing so I have 
t<} regret that its contents should not be of a more satisfactory nature. The trade during the year under review has been 
more or less disappointing in most of its branches ; and in the chief imports of Native produce more especially has even 
proven disastrous. 

GENERAL TRADE.— VALUE. 

From a comparison of the total values of both Imports and Exports, exclusive of Treasure and Re-Exports, 
for the last three years, which closed thus: 

1866. 1867. 1868. 



I 17,185,89s $ IS»769,255 I 11,370,009 

— we have to notice a decrease of about 33 % for the last two years, or for last year of $ 4,399,246 against its predecessor. 

It would be fallacious, however, to accept this enormous decrease in the value of the trade, as a safe means of 
judging on the extent of the actual decline in the amount of business done. A considerable part of it is undoubtedly 
due to a decrease in the quantities of goods imported (vide Coast Trade^. ; but the greater portion, I dare say, will be 
attributable solely to the great reduction in the cost of the different commodities. 

IMPORTS.— FOREIGN. 

The values of Foreign Goods as imported from different countries compare as follows: — 



From. 



Hongkong, . . . 

Straits, 

Siam, , 

Cochin China, 

Batavia, 

Passiet, 

Rangoon, 

Chinese Ports, 



Less Re- Exports to other Chinese Ports, 



Less Re-Exports to Foreign Countries, 



1866. 



Dollars, 

5,932,892 

262,858 

3,786 

60,129 

10,807 

1,252 

106,516 

19,575 



I 6,397,815 
141,544 



$ 6,256,271 
1,581 

I 6,254,690 



1867. 



Dollars. 

5,771,366 

199,540 
118,044 

269,866 
16,956 



9,466 



$ 6,385,238 
78,972 



$ 6,306,266 
6,223 

$ 6,300,043 



1868. 



Dollars, 

4,794,153 
202,996 

68,776 

216,732 



2,025 



5,284,682 
9,776 



I 5,274,906 
892 

% 5,274,014 
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As thereby shewn it would have to be considered, that a decrease in the importation of Foreign Goods equal 
to just about one million dollars had taken phice. The facts, however, are very different; excepting Opium, of which 
1 will say more hereafter, the importation of Foreign manufactures shews a most remarkable chiinge in favor of the 
;^rowing trade of the port, as will be noticed from the following table. 



Description of Goods. 



Shirtings, Grey, Pieces 

„ White, „ 

n I>.ved „ 

„ Spottxid, „ 

T-Cloths, „ 

Drills, American, „ 

Turkey Reds „ 

Camlets, English, „ 

„ Dutch, „ 

„ Imitation, „ 

Spanish Stripes, „ 

Lfistings, „ 

Long Ells, „ 

Cotton Yarn, Pecuh 

)} Raw, „ 

Total Dollars 



1866. 



Quantity. 



50,968 

13.772 

3»370 

48 

21,989 

4i3''^o 
2,065 

2,261 

45 
692 

2,710 

1,337 
1,710 

5,823 

16,983 



Value. 



219.162 
96, 1 28 
16,850 

3'9 
78,280 

62,850 
8,074 

49-742 
1,800 

5»i9o 
51,490 
28,077 

18,297 
434.784 
458,541 



1867. 



Quantity. 



1,529,584 



64,628 

14,177 

3,098 

78 

26,016 

4.972 
6,725 

2,730 
107 

695 
2,720 
1,380 
3,024 
7,117 
33,713 



Value. 



239, 1 23 
90,732 

15-799 
380 

67,641 

18,893 

23,537 
60,060 

4,280 

5,212 

5 1 ,680 

26,220 

29.635 

462,605 

707,973 



1868. 



Quantity. 



1,803,770 



84,669 

17,323 
1,017 
1,722 

49,955 
6,234 

4,193 
3,125 
169 
40 
2,652 
1,231 
2,778 

9,453 
37,055 



Value. 



275," 74 

77,953 

4,576 

7,749 
124,887 

31,170 

14,255 

59,375 
5,070 

240 

53,040 

21.542 

27,780 

378,120 

774,685 



1,855,616 



A glance over this table cannot fail in givin:^ the most satisfactory evidence of the steady growth in the con- 
sumption of Foreign Piece Goods. Witb but few cci-ptions the quantities of all kinds of Cotton goods imported have 
considerAbly augmented, and the fact that last year's <{U„ntities were reached by a gradual and not by a sudden increaiw?, 
ought to be considered of especial importance. And wljon we compare their respective values with those of the quantities 
imported in previous years, striking and interesting as such a comparison will prove, it will at the same time also serve as 
the safest means of shewing, that tlie decreiise in cost uuist be taken as the chief, if not sole reason for the enlarged 
consumption. 

For example, fron) the above table it would appear that Grey Shirtings decreased in cost during the last two 
years by 21 %, and the quantities imported increased by something over 66% ; White Shirtings declined in value 33%, and 
pxceede<l the (piantities imi>orted during 1866 by 26 '; T-Cloths declined in value 30%, and incre:ised in quantity 122% ; 
AmericiUi Drills 65% and 42% respectively; Cotton Yam 46% and 62% respectively; and so on through all descriptions 
of Cotton Goods, changes are more or less noticeable in favor of the steadily growing consumption at reduced prices. 

Of Woollen Goods, excepting Camlets which shew a slight decrease, the importations present but little varia- 
tion either way. 

Most of our Foreign manufactures are sent hence to Chaou-chow-fu *^8 M\ tj^ which, as will become 

more evident hereafter, indeed forms the chief emporium for most of our Import^s and Exports. Six-tenths of White and 
Grey Shirtings, T-Cloths, and Americm Drills are dyed in that city, and thence distributed in all directions, part of them 
t'ven finding their way overland to Canton. Besides many small ones, there are about 15 larger dyeing establishments 
jn Chaou-chow-fu, each employing from ten to fifteen workmen. Indigo is almost exclusively used, which, mostly in a 
liquid state. Is brought by Native boats from Formosa, but I have not been able to ascertain the quantities importe<l 
through the Native Customs. Alum mixed with the indigo is used as a mordunt for the blue dye, and to obtain a black 
rolor nutgalls are simply added to the former mixture. The mixture is miide in jars, and when in a putrid 8tat«y tiie 
oloth is thrown iuto it, and left to soak for three or four days ; the cloth is thereafter dried in the sun, and the same 
process is repeated again according to the quality required. 

Turkey Rkd Cloth.— The quantity imported during 1867 amounting to 6,725 pieces, (or more than three 
times of that of 1866,) again diminished during last year to 4,193 pieces, which though double that of 1866 was by 
nbout 35 % less than 1867. It is said to be extensively used for flags by the turbulent villagers in their Action fights, 
but it is hard to say whether a more peaceful stiite among them caused the decrciiso noticeable. * 

Raw 
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Raw Cotton and Cotton Yarn both shew an increase in importation over the previous year. Foreign 
Cotton is said to be uuich preferred to the Native article, on account of the longer fibre producing a longer and finer 

thread/ besides being more easily worked than the Chinese Cotton. Besides Chaou Yang ^9 ^ )SE and Kee Yang 
jj^ yj^ )^, to a small extent the chief pkces of consumption, are two small towns — Ne Yang y^ yS and An Poo 

^^ Ep, II and 19 miles re8|)ectively N. W. from this, and Hsing Ning iff m |^, some 170 miles N. W. from 

Chaou-chow-foo, but the quantity sent to the latter place is very small owing to a tax of $ i per bale collected at Chaou- 
chow-foo, through which city it has to pass en route. 

Metals. — The imix)rtation of all kinds of Metals shew but little variation against previous years: — 



Description. 



Iron, Nail Rod and Bar, Pcculs 

Lead, : . „ 

Steel, „ 

Tin, „ 

Total, Pex^uh 



1866. 



Quantity. | Value. 



4,911 

1,077 
80 

2,937 



18,416 

7,431 
800 

73»307 



9,005 



$ 99»954 



1867. 



Quantity. 



7,618 

1,155 

165 

2,066 



Value. 



11,004 



$ 22,854 

8,662 

990 

51,630 



$ 84,136 



1868. 



Quantity. ! Value. 



6,912 i $ 27,648 

819 6,796 

254 1.270 

2,612 58,769 



10,597 i $ 94,483 



But on the whole the consumption of late has also much increased, and the same, as of Foreign Cotton, may l»c' 
said also of Foreign Nail Rod and Bar Iron. The Foreign is much preferred to the Native iron, 011 account of the handy 
sizes in which it is to be had; considenible time and labor being thereby saved, it axii consequently be worked at a nuicli 
lower cost than the Native product. 

Lead and Tin mixed are extensively used at this place in the manufacture of canisters, tea pots, candlesticks 
and such like articles. A good deal of skill and neatness, both in Workmanship and taste, are displayed in these articles : 
and Swatow has gained some reputation for their manufacture. 

Opium — the last but not least in importance of the principiil Foreign Imports, compares for the last three ye4\rs 
as follows: — 





Description. 




1866. . 


1867. 


1868. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. Value. 


Quantity. Value. 


Malwa, ... 
Patna 




Chests 


1,819^ 

2,648 J 

614 

5,082 


$ 1,544,800 

1^91,029 

426,730 


1,734 
2,630 

1,238 


$ 1,402,806 

1,564,850 

730,420 


1,227 
2,168 

4,272 


$ 877,305 

1,355,000 

541,986 


Benares, . 


Total, 


* • ■ * • ,, 


$ 3,862,559 


5,602 


1 3,698,076 


$2,774,291 



Were it not that there is an immense smuggling trade carried on in Opium along the coast of this provinc** : 
the fact of there being sou^e 1,300 chests less imported than in the previous year, ought otherwise rather be a source oi' 
congratulation. Unfortunately however, any marked decrease in -the importation of Opium, as shewn in our statistics, ctn 
but be attributed to a corresponding increase in the quantities smuggled, and is very fax from being possibly due to a 
decline in the consumption of that destructive drug. 

Until very recently the importation of Opium in Native craft was prohibited, and the carriage of it was thus 
supposed to be confined to Foreign vessels, and with them, the importation of it to Treaty ports only, as idso the collection 
of duties to the Chinese Maritime Customs under the supervision of Foreign employes. It becomes thereby clear, and is 
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far froDi being absurd to state, that Opium imported into Chiim, and not appearing in our statiatics, must necessarily 
have been smuggled, for the plea that importers may have paid all legal dues to the Native offices instead, preriou-sly 
advanced against similar statements, must fall to the ground. 

During last year,, for instance, we have to notice a deficit of 13,794 chests between the quantities imported into 
Hongkong and those of our statistics. Thus, out of the chests 73,008 which arrived in Hongkong during last year, 
thei-e were inii)orted in all the Treaty ports chests 53,915; deducting from the balance of 19,093 the stock at Hongkong, 
which at the end of the year amounted to chests 701, we find that chests 18,393 remain unaccounted for. Allowing 25 ' 
of this amount for locjd consumption at and reexportation from Hongkong to Japriu, San Francisco, and other places: 
13,794 chests as stated above, it may fairly be as.^umed, have been smuggled into this province, for there is every reason 
to believe that so valuable a cargo is not ciirried in junks to any great distance, and certainly not further than this district. 

Throwing aside now all seutimentiilities, and considering this deficiency instead from a merely commercial point 
of view, the disadvantage at which the would-be honest importer nuist be as compared with the more unscrupulous 
trader becomes evident ; to say nothing of the extent to which the rt'venue suffers. 

To the south of this How Men S^ P^, Shan Wei ^tl| ^, Kia Sze ^ ^, Kee Shi .{g ^ 
.serve as smuggling harbours to supply the Hae Fung Jf^ ^g 1^ and Luh Fung [ ^ jg }^ districts. Most of 
the drug is landetl at a large village, Mei Loong "^^ f^, and proceeds thence overland to its final destination in the 
iilM)ve districts. From Shen Tseuen jpip .^, Hni Men y^ ^\y ^"^^ Ta Haou Jg ^^, the district* of Hwe 
Lai Seen '^^ ^ ^ and Chaou Yang Seen J^ ^ J^ as also that of Poo King Seen ^ ^ }^, are 
provided. To the north of this the Yaou Ping district ^^ ^^ {^ takes its chief supply from Njui Ngaou ^ )ffl 

How Tseh ]^ ^, Kew Lin ^Jj^ ;jvjt, and Tsing Chow ^^ j|»j, but the fjuantities entering at either of these 

four places are not very large. No serious steps of any kind api)ear to have hitherto been taken toxheck this iUicit traffic. 
The chief market for Opium imported into this port i.s at Chaou-chow-fu, whereto, besides those from the above 

mentioned districts, traders also come as far as from Ke^'i Yang Chow ^^ flg 44J, 130 miles, and Hsing Ning Seen 
^ ^ /^ 160 miles, Ting-chow-fu */J^ j\^ j^, 270 miles N. W. of Chaou-chow-fu, to supply their wants 
rliicfly for the province of Keang Si. But considerable quantities of Opium also reach the just mentioned places smug- 
n:led through Hai Fung j^ ^ ^ and Luh Fung ^ ^ 1^, selling usually at about $ i per ball or parcel 
of about 3 cutties, or say about $ 35 per chest cheaper, than the drug which passed and paid duty at the Customs. During 
last year >ome quantity of the smuggled article found its way even to Chaou-chow-fu. 

The trade of this port naturally suffei-s very much through such a stite of things, and its merchants ought to be 
vt-rv anxious for .some improvements. 

The chief complaints are not just that the duties or any other taxes would fall too heavy on importers, but that 

the Li Kin J^ -^ taxes more especially are not honestly enough collected. The government of late has attempted 
to make some reforms, but with hardly any great result. Very recently a new method has been adopted in order to check 
the illicit traffic, but whether it will be more successful than previous attempts in this direction, time only can prove. 
It will always be very difficult to do so effectually along a sea border wi!h so many in and outlets and a free port, one 
•might say, within pistol-shot. Yet none so nmch as those interested in the Foreign trade at the ports, as well as at Hong- 
kong, .should support rather than oppose the attempts of the government at strict vigilance ; for nothing I should think 
would be more suicidal, than to aid unscrupulous Chinese traders to abuse the privileges which Hongkong possesses by 
boing a free port. It could hardly be supposed that smugglers would pay higher than Market prices ruling for the drug 
Mt Hongkong, and therefore it can be but for the gain anticipated by snmggUng it into some neighbouring Chinese port, 
that all the risk is run of carrying so valuable a cargo in uninsurable junks. 

The latter consequently in this way only are enabled to successfully compete with Foreign vessels, and whatever 
cargo i.s taken by them cannot but be considered as so much clear loss to the Foreign shipping, which would otherwise be 
employed in the carriage of the drug ; to say nothing of the extent to which Foreign merchants at the porta are curtailed 
in their chances to engage in its trade. But so long as merchants, however few their number, will but see with one eye, 
and cannot be induced to combine their anxiety for individual advantage with a due care for the interest of commerce 
generally, ail such argument will be in vain. 
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Straits Produce.— Tlie following is a comparative table of the principal items of Straits Produce imported 
during the last three years: — 



Descriptiox. 



Flints, PccuU 

Ground Nuts, 

„ Oil. or Pea Oil, 

„ Nut Cakes, 

Pepper, Black, 

Rattans, 

Rice, 

Wood, Sandal, 

Sapan, 



»» 



1866. 



Quantity. 



1,915 
228 

2,150 

32,253 
2,025 

3,808 

24,029 

143 
1,326 



Value. 



$ 



1,532 

912 

30,100 

74,181 

16,200 

22,848 

96,116 

786 

3,712 



1867. 



Quantity. 



902 

3,902 

42,428 

2,967 

4,453 
185,871 

147 
2,407 



Value. 



$ 



3,608 
74,138 
97,584 
23,736 
26,718 

334,568 

1,433 
7,221 



1868. 



Quantity. 



4,144 
8,228 

73,344 

2,049 
1,296 

85,733 
766 

3,299 



Value. 



$ 



12,846 

49,368 

124,684 

12,806 

3,564 
150,032 

7,660 
8,576 



Ground Nuts, — Tlie low prices ranging for Oil, are given as the cause of the large increase in the importation 
of Ground Nuts, and on account of which the importation of the raw article was found to be more profitable, the Ground 

Nuts being pressed for Oil at the towns of Ta Haou Pu J^ ^^ ?j!l in the district of Chaou Yang *^^ ^r J^, 

and at Hwang Kong ^ |^ in the Yaou Ping ^ ^ I^ district. 

Ground Nut Oil. — Tlie shipment of Oil by Foreign vessels not specially adapted for it entails an extra cost 
in the packing, and conse<piently in the carriage of it. Ground Nut Oil therefore used to be chiefly carried by junks, juid 
it is only since the British Barque Three BrotherSy belonging to a Singapore Chinaman, was specially fitted with tanks 
like junks, and thereby enabled to bring the Oil in bulk, that the importation by Foreign vessels increased. The quan- 
tities imported were in 1866 peculs 2,150; 1867, peculs 3,902; in 1868 peculs 8,228; aud of these quantities the vessel 
just alluded to alone brought no less than peculs 1,788, peculs 3,100, and peculs 8,200 respectively. Moreover, Ground 
Nut or Pea Nut Oil has of lat<; been much preferred to the Native Oil on account of its greater purity. 

Ground Nut Cakes. — The importation of Ground Nut Cakes is said to have been by far exceeding the 
demand, and that heavy losses have been incurred by the importers. 

The Hai Yang */$ ^ ^ and Cheng Hai *^ j^ ^ districts have been the chief consumers, 

where it is almost exclusively used as a manure for rice fields. 

Rice. — There is a considerable falling off noticeable in the importation of Foreign Rice during the last year. 
The very large quantities imported in 1867, where due, however, solely to a failure of the rice crop, and must be con- 
sidered rather exceptional. A better harvest since has naturally caused a proportionate decline in the quantities 
imported. 

Coast Trade. — The total value of the Coast Trade compares thus:— 



From. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


Hongkong, Dollars 

Shanghai, „ 

All other Chinese Ports, „ 

• Total, Dollars 


• • • 

1,142,010 
4,762,912 


286,000 
1,425,788 

3,844,339 


137,726 

793,346 
1,440,033 


5,904,922 


5,556,127 


2,371,105 



— And it is this trade which has been most, if not solely, unsatisfactory, shewing as it does a falling off in its value of 
over three millions of dollars. 

LIST 
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LIST OF PRINCIPAL NATIVE IMPORTS. 



DESCRir»T10N OF GoODS. 



Silk Piece Goods, PecuU 

Bean Cakes, „ 

Beiuis and Peas, „ 

Cotton, Raw, „ 

Fiingivs, „ 

Hemp, „ 

Lily Flowers, Dried, „ 

Manure Cakes, „ 

Mats, Piecex 

Medicine, .-. Ftculs 

Nankeens, „ 

Samshoo, ,, 

Te'v, „ 

Yennicelli, „ 

Wheat, „ 



1866. 



Quantity. Value. 



69 
1,291,550 

255»335 

5f,575 
612 

3,066 

2,391 
9,187 

• » • 

9'3i8 
1.685 

7617 

774 
8,823 

10,135 



% 45,300 

2,733,185 

612,804 

1,392,525 
46,512 

61,320 

. 54,256 

7,349 

• • • 

297,540 
84,250 

7l'77o 

23,220 

123,522 

40,540 



1867. 



Quantity. 



Value. 



289 

1,308,154 
299,601 

47,408 

875 
8,083 

2,380 
10,890 
29,100 

8,095 

1,75' 

4^383 
656 

9,135 
14,577 



\% 127,800 
2,406,356 
704,062 
1,114,088 
66,500 
i6i,66o 
38,080 
8,712 
698 
242,850 

87.550 
43^830 
K),68o 
78,835 
58,308 



1868. 



Quantity. I Value. 



119 

634452 
149,818 

15,532 

9,816 

1,817 

4*994 
148,870 

5.925 

^3' 

2.924 

650 

3,805 
21,056 



I 



$ 49,940 

1,015,123 

337,090 

357,236 

20,076 

122,700 

?5,438 
14.982 
10,421 
74,063 

41,550 
35,088 
26,000 

34,245 
37,950 



Scarcely without exception all items shew a decrease in the quantities iujported, and among them the most oui 
chief staples. Thus Bean Cakes have declined in iinport:«tion by more than 50 /, viz., from peculs 1,308,154 in 1867, 
to peculs 634,452 in last year; and immense lo:*ses are said tu have been incurred by importers. There are two reason:* 
given for the decline in their consumption : one being that a great many Sugar fields were changed for the cultivation 
of Beans and Ground Nuts, on account of the low i)rices ruling for Sugars during last year; another, that Ground Nut 
(,'akes, both Foreign ami Native, could be bought cheaper than, and were consequently used in a great meiisure instead 
of. Bean Cakes. The difference l)etweon Bean Cakes and Ground Nut Cakes is said to consist in the former being more 
adapted to a sandy soil, such as Sugar is grown in, than to the muddy rice fields, in the manuring of which the latter are 



used. Chaou Yanir \ 




and Kee Yang 
from whence Bean Cakes were imported stand thus: — 






are the chief consuming districts, and the places 





From. 


1 


1 866. i 

1 


1867. ■ 


1868. 


Nfwchwjtng. . 

Chefoo 

ShjnK'liai 




.... VecuJfi 

• . • • •^ 

1 


623,658 

570,948 

96,944 

• • • 


729,207 
569,041 , 

9,905 

• r « 


133.599 
388,676 

104,022 
8,155 


Amov 








Totjd, 


. .. Ficnh . 

1 


^291,550 . 


1,308,153 


634,452 



Brans and Pea^j, the other mo^t important item of Native import, like Bean Cake, and for much the same 
reason, have also decreased by just about 50 ;{, and similarly heavy losses have, been made. Great quantities of BeaiiK 

and Peas were raise<l in the interior and cjuipeted with those imported in supplying Kea Ying Chow ^£ J|| wj 

and Ting Chow-fu */T^nlf^' ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ con.«uming districts. 

Cotton, Raw, and Nankeens.— The quantities imported of either of those native staples, have also consider- 
ably declined, and simply because like many other native products they have had to give way to the superiority and the 
consequently increased consumption of both foreign mjinufactures and raw products. Besides Foreign Cotton has been 
ranging at from ( 19 to | 21 \wr pecul, or about % 2 por pecul cheaper than Native Cotton. 

Wheat. — Tlie importation of which hiis somevvhat increased, by reason it is said of its greater cheapness in the 
North as compared with that formerly grown in this neighbourhood, and the cultivation of which has, in consequence, 
been almost entirely abandoned. 

EXPORTS. 



EXPORTS. 
Th» total values of Etports for the Iiuit three yrars compiire thus:- 



To- 


iS66. 


■ S67. 


1868. 




» 4.6", 730 


$ 3.623.63B 
„ 389,437 


» 3461,033 
„ 263,857 






$ 4,844,74' 


$ 3.9'3t065 


1 3.724.890 





— Representing liist yeur h ileci'aise of about ( 2txi,ooo ngainstt 1867, iind about one million iigninst 1866. But ninch of 
tills decline, as in ihe case of the Foreign Import Tmde, will hnve to be attribnted to a reduction in the vslue of the 
i^liief articles of expnrt, rather than to an autual diminution of tlie quantities exported, or of the umoiint of businesB done ; 
as will become more appurent again from die following table: — 

LIST OF PBINCIPAL EXPORTS. 



Sugar, Brown, recult 

„ White „ 

Paper, mt Quality, „ 

Capoor Cnlthery „ 

Ohina Ware, Court*, „ 

Grass Cloth, Coarse, „ 

„ „ Fine „ 

Iron Ware, „ 

Potato Flour, , 

Preserves, „ 

Pott«ry. „ 

Tobacco, „ 

Leaf, „ 

Vejcetables, Snlt, „ 

Hemp Skin „ 



66,J 

114.387 

655 

88,685 

84,000 

918 

4,601 



356.023 

316,652 

S.4I9 

14.037 



411,689 

403.932 
4.425 
20,824 
948 
1.843 
1,625 



17,283 

408 

186,576 



i.23S.°6? 

1,019,660 

39-835 

126,944 



3j!a65 

1,684 



Indeed, the above figures give a very astisfactory aspeot of our Export trade, as regards the quantities, hot it ie 
said cot to have been proportiuUHlily profitable. 

Sl-oabs.— On comparing the quantities exported and their respective values with former jeara, some idea will 
be obtained of the heavy losses which must have be*n sastained by either growers or speculators in both Brown anil 
White Sugars. The eitraordinarily high prices which in previous years bad been ruling in Shanghai and elsewhere, caused 
an extension of the cultivation, and, in addition with an exceptionally good harvest, the quantities raised consetiuently 
by far exceeded the demand. Some shipments during last year to England have been the resnit of the large crop and 
cheap prices ruling, and ought to form a siibjcot of oongratulntion. But, if the country around was only better governed, 
and especially more decisive steps t^iken against the tuibulent villagers, by whom every year great tracts of land 
are usually laid waste, there is little doubt left but that the average crop would be much increased, and ahipmenu to 
England would more reguhkrly take place, wi Aout being dependent only on an accidental combination of circumstances, 
as it in reality must be considered to have been the case Inst year. 

The growers of Cane are genandly small farmers owning one or two fields each, and they take the cane to the 
nearest market places, where the manufncturers attend on re(tularly fixed days to buy their supplies. The chief Sugsr 
prodncing diatrleta in this prefecture are Kee-yang J^j^%, Chaou-yang j^ ^. and Yaou^ing ^^M- 
The Cane known as Cha-kcib "fV ^^ (or Bamboo Sugar Qvne) a smaller but sweeter kind tlian the La-kcih H^^. 
ia t^ sfirC from which t^ Sugar is made, the latter bebg exclusively used for eating. 

The 
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The process of manufiicturing Sugar is about as follows: — The factories contain one, two, or sometimes thre€ 
presses, and are either owned by companies or, though more seldom, by individuals. The mill used for pressing the cane 
is of a very simple construction, consisting of two rollers of hardwood through which the cane is drawn by cog-wheels, 
turned by one or more buffaloes. The rollers are placed sufficiently close together to press the cane and extract the juice. 
The cane is sent through them twice, and the juice flows through a drain leading ft'om the mill into jars. From these 
jars it is ladled into an iron tank and boiled, until the juice is quite thick like molasses, being constantly stirred whilst 
boiling, and all dirt rising to the surface is carefully removed. This boiled juice is then poured into earthen jars with a 
small plugged hole in the bottom of each, and when the jars are about eight-tenths full, the top is carefully closed over 
with earth, and the plug from the bottom is removed. The jars are then placed in the open air, where they remain for 
from 30 to 40 days according to the weather, until the contents are quite dry. The Sugar so obtained is divided into 

three grades: the first, or uppermost in the jar, being White Q ^^y the middle Green w ij^, and the lowermost 
Brown Sugar, yj^ j^. The drippings which are merely left in the sun to dry give the Bkck Sugar ^ ^j^. 

White Sugar is manufactured in the Kee-yang ^^ ^ district, and a town called Hwang-kang ^T S 
in the Yaou-ping ^S ^ J^ district ; the best White comes ^m Meen-hoo jf^ ^^ in the Kee-yang jj^ Q|r S^ 
district ; Chaou-yang J^ j^ {^ produces almost exclusively Brown and Black Sugars. The average yearly produc- 
tion at these places is supposed to be pcculs 35,500 each of White and Brown. The Kee-yang ;^ ^ {^ district 
lust year produce<i peculs 350,000, and Chaou-yang ^^^ ^ 1^ peculs 250,000; but this year the yield is not expected 

to exceed peculs 200,000 of the former, and about peculs J 50,000 of the latter. The heavy losses sustained last year, as 
abready indicated elsewhere, have induced many of the growers of cane to turn their fields to the cultivation of rice or 

wheat. Besides the above, some peculs 300,000 annually reach this port from the districts of Hai-yang Jf^ ^T |p^, 
C'heng-hai '^ j^ ^, Hwei-la 1^^^, and Pao-ning. 

Manufacturers seldom if ever sell their Sugar themselves, but usually supply the various brokers in Swatow with 
musters and particulars of their stock, &c. ; and leave the disposal of their Sugar to them, who get $ 5 per loo bags 
commission. Often these brokers speculate on their own account at the beginning of the season, and make contracts in 
advance. 

The following table shews the quantities of Sugars exported, and their destinations: — 



Ports. 



Hongkong, 

Singapore, 

Cochin China, 

Japan, 

Great Britain, 

Newchwang, 

Tientsin, 

Chefoo, 

Shanghai, 

Ningpo, 

Foochow, 

Amoy, 

Total, 



Brown Sugar. 



1866. 



Peculs. 

• • • 

2,028 



6,667 

45i294 
32»i27 

259,902 

20,814 

129 

39 



367,000 



1867. 



Peculs. 

• • • 

2,123 
564 



16,468 
29,396 

24,970 

273»»23 

9,506 

301 



356,451 



1868. 



Peculs. 
701 

2,255 

7 
9709 

18,545 
13,649 

44,956 

43*707 
271,602 

6,558 



411,689 



White Sugar. 



1866. 



Peculs, 



12,062 

575 
76,905 

43»533 
229,009 

668 
2,507 



374,259 



1867. 



Peculs. 
764 



14,123 

• • • 

11,370 

67,164 

36,119 

183,098 

2,333 
1,681 



316,652 



1868. 



Peculs. 
3,309 

• * • 

• ■ • 

17,769 

• • • 

20,196 

67,699 

78,356 

212,883 

3,551 
169 



403,932 



Paper. — Another important article of export, of which the chief market is at Chaou-chow-fn, is Paper. It is 
manufactured however in the prefecture of Ting-chow ^i'f Yii jf^y situated in the Fohkien province some 274 miles 

distant from Chaou-chow-fu. It is brought from Ting-chow -fu ^ff m J^ on a small mountain stream as &r as 

Shi-hia-pa 
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Siii^hia-pa J^ [^ J^ in the Ta-pa ys^ M {^ district, and ia thence carried by coolies over a range of hills for 
& distance of 10 to 15 miles to » place called Fung-hsi ^^ j^, on the banks of the Han river, to be placed in boats 
again in which it is brought to Chaou-chow-fu J^ j^ f^. 

The factories at Ting-chow-fu *{X Tfj ffJ ^^e reckoned to turn out about peculs 200,000 yearly. 

The bamboo sticks used |6r making paper are cut free from leaves, and into sizes from three to four feet long, 
they are then packed in bundles and put into a pond, the water of which is impregnated with lime, wherein they remain 
for two or three months until they become quite rotten ; they are then taken out, pounded in a mortar to pulp, and 
afterwards well mixed with clean water ; this liquid matter is poured into moulds and spread carefully and evenly over 
the whole surface. These moulds are then placed against a hot wall, heated by fires on the inner side, and when the liquid 
is sufficiently settled on them, they are taken away and exposed to the sun to get more gradually and thoroughly dry. 
There are three kinds of paper made: the best quality from the shoots of the bamboo, adding a little alum to the water 
usedfbr liquifying the pulp; the second as above described, and the third or coarse is made of grass or leaves of trees 
instead of bamboo. 

No less rude than the manufacture of Paper is that of Pottsrt and Coarse China Ware, of which considerable 

quantities are manufactured at Kaou-peh ^ ^^ in Ta-pu ys^ Jf^ J^, and at Pan-hsei ;|g^ j^ in the Kee-yang 
^l& y^ ^f( district, both in this prefecture. 

The difference between Coarse China Ware and Pottery consists in the kind of earth used and their finish. The 
earth after being kneaded and worked into paste,. is formed by hand into the required shapes, which are then placed in 
ovens with some straw and chaff; when the oven is filled fire is set to the Lvtter, and tlie door of the oven is kept closed 
until the contents are sufficiently baked ; further time is allowed for their cooling again, and the articles are then taken 
out and stored ready for sale. The Pottery is left in its rough brown state, and is I think more generally moulded than 
worked into shape by hand, whilst Coarse China Ware is besides glazed and painted, the colours being mixed with 
alum water, to prevent their changing during the burning process. 

Chaou-chow-fu is the principal market for the sale, and large quantities are bought there for shipment to 
Singapore and the Stiraits, a little also being shipped from this in Foreign vessels to Native ports. 

Tobacco. — The last of our chief products is Tobacco, which is extensively grown in the Chaou-yang 

^/^ K^ /^ ^^^ Kee-yang ;^ ^ ^ districts, and of which there are about peculs 4,000 prepared yearly, besides 
of Tobacco Leaf some peculs 7,000 are annually imported from Hai-nan J^ ^S, which are prepared in Chaou-yang 

}^ iv >^ ^^^ exportation and local consumption. 

The growers of the plant are mostly small farmers, owning one or two fields. 

The seed is sowa in the spring, and when the plants ore about three or four feet high, the tope tve cot off in 
order to make it produce more side leaves, which are plucked once a year in the summer, and dried in the sun on 
bamboo frames. 

When perfectly dry the leaves are sold to the manufacturers, who assort and pack them in bundles. These 
bundles are damped by soaking a short time in water, and then cut up. Of the Tobacco so prepared, besides that 
appearing in our statistics, some small quantities are exported in Native junks. 



Treasure. — The following table shews the Import and Export of Treasure and Copper Cash from and to all 



the ports :- 



Ports. 



Hongkong, 

Amoy, 

Foochow, 

Shanghai, : 

Chefoo, 

Tientsin, 

Total, 



Import. 



Dollars. 



98,090 
21,661 

11,337 
481,200 

53400 

33»»900 



997,588 



Copper Cash. 



2,270,500 



2,270,500 



Export. 



Dollars. 



2,228,449 

8,850 

'79,332 



2,416,631 



Copper Ca^. 
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SHIPPING. 
The following table shews the number and tonnage of Foreign vessels which entered and cleared under each Flag: — 




British Steamers 

„ Sailing Vessels, 

American Steamers, 

„ Sailing Vessels, 

North-German Steamers, 

„ Sailing Vessels, 

French 
Danish 
Dutch 
Norwegian 
Russian 
Siamese 
Spanish 
Swedish 



Totalis,. 



Entbred. 




Cleared. 






1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 
194 


T0718. 


No. 
156 


Tons. 


No. 
227 


Tima. 


No. 
194 


roju. 


No. 
156 


Ton*. 


227 


103,296 


99,287 


80,367 


103,296 


99,287 


80,367 


132 


53,834 


116 


49.394 


83 


31,715 


130 


53,610 


123 


52,431 


81 


30,276 


• « • 


• • • 


4 


2,960 


1 


740 


« • • 


• • • 


4 


2,960 


I 


740 


H 


5,754 


8 


3.345 


13 


6,277 


14 


5,871 


9 


3,704 


14 


6»6o2 


* • • 


• • ■ 


• ■ • 


■ • • 


I 


648 


• • • 


• * • 


• • • 


• • • 


I 


648 


no 


35,49« 


123 


39,922, 67 


22,131 


108 


33,9»4 


126 


4»,375 


57 


19,055 


7 


3.001 


8 


2,758 


6 


1,954 


8 


3.223 


6 


2,060 


8 


2,052 


9 


2,092 


2 


562 


I 


304 


lO 


2,298 


2 


562 


I 


30* 


13 


4.615 


13 


5,599 


6 


1,709 


13 


4,738 


14 


5,903 


6 


1,667 


3 


665 


5 


1,423 


• • « 


• • • 


3 


665 


4 


948 


I 


'475 


1 


257 


• • • 


• • • 


I 


247 


I 


257 


« • • 


• • « 


I 


247 


8 


2,642 


6 


2,905 


3 


1,279 


II 


4,951 


7 


3,344 


I 


328 


• • • 


... 


2 


360 


I 


274 


• • » 


• • • 


2 


360 


I 


274 


I 
525 


177 


2 
483 


354 


I 

340 


403 


2 
527 


354 


2 
493 


354 


I 
330 


403 


211,831 


208,869 


148,048 


213,177 


213,288 


144,038 



TABLE 
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94 TRADE REPORT. 

The falling off in the amount of Tonnage entered and cleared last year is nearly corresponding to the decrease 
before noticed in our Native Import trade. 

The Steamer traffic, with but few exceptions, was chiefly confined to Englbh Steamers belonging to the P. & O. 
Company and to Messes. Douglas Lapeaik & Co. ; the two lines supposed to be running regularly between Hongkong 
and the Coast ports as far as Foochow, although these steamers, and more especially those of the P. & O. Company, 
were distinguished rather by the irregularity in their trips. Only one Steamer under the American flag and one under 
the North-German, entered and cleared during the year. 

Among Sailing vessels, the English have been closely rivalled by the North-German, and in the trade with 
ports north of Shanghai the latter have even outnumbered the former. All other nationalities, including American, 
Dutch and Danish, the most prominent among them, on the whole, have been but sparely represented. 

The Freights ruling duriqg the year on an average have been about iis follows; — 

STEAMERS. 

From Hongkong, — Piece €roods, , $ 2 9 Bale or Case. 

Cotton Yam, , ^ „ 2 „ „ 

Opium, „ 4 „ Chest, 

Cotton, Raw, „ 2 „ Bale. 

Metals, , ,.... „ 0.40 „ Pecul, 

Treasure, „ J % 

— equal to about $ 5 per ton measurement, or equal to about $ 0.40 per pecul deadweight. 

From Shanghai. — Bean Cakes, $ 0.30 per Pecul, 

Cotton, Raw, „ 1.50 „ Bale. 

To SHA»o^AI.— Sugar, ,... „ a6o ^ Bag, 

SAILING VESSELS. 

&'HrP0H,* \ -«-" ^^^'-' ■ » -5 * Peeul, 

Beans and Peas, ,,0.20 „ „ 

Cotton, Raw, , „ 1.50 „ Bale, 

Hemp, r> 040 n If 

Medicine, „ 2.00 „ Pecul. 

Nankeens, „ 0.60 „ Bale. 

Vermicelli, „ i.cx> „ „ 

?oh?hkkT^oU 1 -«"«-' • **'-5°'^' ^- 

Grass Cloth, » 0.25 „ Pecul. 

Tobacco, „ 0.45 „ „ 

Paper, ..,.., „ 0.25 „ Bundle, 



I 
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DUTIES. ' 

In 1867 the snm total of Duties collected amountsd to Haikwan 7k 420,863.1.4.5 
And last year „ „ „ „ „ „ „ „ 381,025.0.6.2 



Shewing a decrease of. Haikwan % 39,838.08.3 



— Solely attributable to the decline before noticed in the Opium and Native Import trades. 



FLAGS. 


Import. 


Export. 


Tonnage. 


Coast Trade. 


Total. 


British Steamers, 


H. 7h ntxx. 

173,283.4.4-5 
11,150.5.7.0 

1,783.3 '7 
6.9.5.8 

43.5.4.5 
21.3.8.5 

• • • 

118.9.1.1 

• • • 

• • • 

258.5.6.7 
463.7.6.2 

• • ■ 


W. Th m.c.c. 

8,531.1.3.9 

58,625.2.4.6 

• • • 

15,644.2.2.3 

2,146.8.0.5 

59,384.8.0.9 

4,503.3.8.5 

• • • 

3,790.4.3.2 
304.9.3.6 

914.3.9.9 
452.8.4.2 

• • • 

248.1.8.2 


H. 'Ih m.c.c. 

2,044.0.0.0 

5,57o.8w0.o 

296.0.0.0 

822.1.0.0 

• • • 

2,664.8.0.0 
294.0.0.0 
1 2 1.6.0.0 
408.4.0.0 
77.6.0.0 
98.8.0.0 
1 3 1.2.0.0 
109.6.0.0 
161.2.0.0 


H, 7h m.c.c. 

1,260.6.3.1 

11,807.8.5.4 

• • • 

2,242.8.9.5 

198.4.5.0 

8,432.5.8.0 

1,823.5.4.4 

• • • 

386.2.2.5 

132.1.9.0 

78.0.8.5 

• • • 
■ • • 

173.5.7.6 


H, 7h m,e.e, 
185,119.2.1.5 

87,1544.7.0 
2,079.3.1.7 

18,716.1.7.6 

2,345.2.5.5 

70,525.7.3.4 
6,642.3.1.4 

121.6.0.0 

4,703.9.6.8 

5 14.7.2.6 

1,091.2.8.4 

842.6.0.9 

573.3.6.2 

582.9.5.6 


., Sailinir Vessels, 


American Steamers 


,, SailiufiT Vessel*, 


North'G^rman StCiimers, , 


,, Sailini; Vessels, 


French Sftilinff Vessels, 


Danish „ 


Dutch „ 


Norwegian n 


Russian ,, 


Siamese -, 


Spanish « 


Swedish •« 


Total, 


187,130.4.6.0 


1541546.3.9-8 


12,800.1.0.0 


26,536.0.3.0 


381,012.9.8.8 





Junk Trade.— 234 Lorchas and 57 Junks have entered the port during last year. The Lorchas have been 
chiefly ^engaged in the tjrade between Chi-kan -^ ^, An-Poo Bq ^> Shui-Tung ^ ^, ports on the west 

coast, and Hai-kow j^ |IJ the port of Keung-chow-fu ^ y^ jfj in the island of Hai-nan. Of Native produce 

their import cargoes consisted chiefly of Ground Nut Cakes, and their return cargoes of Paper, etc., for Hongkong, 
where they generally call en route. Of Foreign goods some 2,500 peculs of iron, and 1,000 peculs of Cotton and Yarn, 
were their chief imports. 

The Junks chiefly leave this in ballast, with Treasure for Hai-nan j^ ^ and Hai-peh j^ ;([^, to load 

Sugar thence for Tientsin. They proced from Tientsin to Kin-chow-fu ^^ y^ j^ in the Gulf of Pe-chi-li, about 
70 miles west of Newchwang, whence they return with Peas and Beans. These junks belong to Chai>u-chow-fu and 
Foochow merchants, and are distinguished from each other by the way of painting, the former being accordingly called 

Hung-tow jl^ ^ jiflf or "red heads," and the latter Lii-tow ^ ^ ^ or "green heads." They make but one 

round voyage during the year, leaving hence with the south-west monsoon, and returning with the north-east. Some 
ten years ago about three or four hundred of them were trading to this port, but those lost since through stress of 
weather never having been replaced by new ones, their number has greatly diminished. 

Jnland Trade.— The following table shews the cost of c;\rriage and different taxes, for our chief Imports 
and {Imports into and from the Interior: — 
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TRADE REPORT. 
TABLE SHOWING THE COST OF INLAND CARRIAGE, TAXES, &c.; of some of the PRINCIPAL IMPORTS and EXPORTS. 



Description of Goods. 



From. 



To. 



Dis- 
tance. 

Miles. 



IVWARDS: — 

Opium, per Chest. 

Cotton Yiim, „ Bale. 

Opivan^ „ Ch^t 

Bean Cukes, jier loo Fiecis =50 Pecuh.' 

Opium, per CheM. 

Cotton Yam, „ Bale. 

Opium, 

Ground Nut Cakes, 

Opium, „ Chest. 

Cotton Piece Goods, „ Piece. 

Woollen „ „ 

Cotton Yarn, 

Ground Nut Cakes, „ Pend. 

Opium, „ Chest. 



Swatow, \i|l g^ An Poo, 



„ Chest. 
„ Ptcul. 



,, Bale. 



» . 



» » 



Bean Cakes, per 100 Pieces = 50 Pecuh. 

Opium, per Chest. 

Outwards: — 

Paper, per Pecxd. 

China Ware, Coarse, „ 



>} 



»» 



>» 



»> 



» 



» 



?) 



)> 



» 



» 



» 



»» 



M 



» 



»> 



» 



»» 



»t 



f» 



»> 



»» 



>» 



1» 



M 



}) 



>> 



>> 



>» 



» 



>» 



>» 



)» 



>» 





»> 



I 

' Chnou Yang, . -J^ 



>» 





. Ke Yang, 



ft # 



>» 



»» 



j> 



>♦ 



»> 



j> 



>» 



>» 



>» 



»» 



>» 



>9 



n 



>» 



» 



» 



»> » 



»» »> 



Sugar, Brown and White, . „ 100 Bags. 



n 



n 



» 



n 



n 



>» 



» 



» 



n 



>» 



» 



>» 



Paper,. 

Sugar, Brown and White,.. „ icx) Bags, 



PecitZ. 



9) 



Ting Chow-fu,..iTr j|f| 

Kaou-peh, fp| 

Chaou Chow-fu,}^ »!*H 
Kaou Peh, 





Hai Yang, 

Kea Ying Chow^ J^ j^ 
Kee Yang, 





» 



»» 



Hwang Kang,..^ |^ 




Poo Ning, PI 



](^ Chaou Chow-fu,*)^ jUI 
If^ Swatow, ^llj 

m 



if^ 







^ N 




Kwang Kang,... 

Kee Yang, nit 

Hai Yang, . . . 

Chaou Chow-fu,*)^ j^ 

Chaou Yang, ...\ 









ti 



)» 



» 



j> 



99 



99 



»» 



>? 



»» 



99 



99 



99 



Cqarok 

OF 

Car- 
riage. 



II 
II 
II 
1 1 

.9 1 

19 ' 



Cheng Hae, ... *^ )^' 22 | 



22 



i Cl)aou Chow.fu,J^ j]] Ij^ I 33 



33 

33 

33 

33 
163 

44 
44 
45 



Dollars. 

3.00 
0.40 

3.00 

3.00 
5.00 

0.40 

3.00 

0.08 

7.00 

0.02 

0.04 

0.50 

0.06 

1300 
4.00 

4.00 

300 



274 

52 ! 

I 

33 

85 

59 

45 

44 

33 

33 
II 



Taxks letisd en 
Route by 



Local Qo' 
venimetit 



0-33 
0.04 

0.06 

o.io 

15.00 

10.00 

6.00 

10.00 

0.06 

5.00 



Dollars* 
16.50 
• « * 
16.50 

i, . 
16.50 

• ■ • 
16.50 

• • • 

16.50 
0.08 
0.28 



Villages. 



Dollars, 
1.50 



16.50 
16.50 

• • • 

16.50 



0.10 



0.05 

3.30 
15.50 

1300 

3.30 
0.04 

6.00 



1.50 



1.50 



1.50 



1.50 



1.50 
1.50 



1.50 
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The Inland Trade is almost exclusively carried on by Native merchants. 

The Transit system had up to last year never been availed of by Foreigners, and then only to a very small 
extent. The hitherto unruly state of the country around must be taken as the chief reason why Foreign merchants as 
yet appear to have hardly any direct trade with the iuterior. Swatow and its neighbourhood have always been renowned 
for their aversity alike to both their own authorities and foreign settlers. Yet it may well be said, that ever since the 
advent of foreigners the former have been gradually gaining ground, and in none of the open ports more than in this, 
have the Chinese authorities indirectly derived increiised strength with the extension of foreign intercourse and trade. 

Year after year all kinds of obstacles used to impede either interests continually, and more especially so in con- 
nection with the opening of Chaou*chow-fu to Foreign trade. But pledged as they were to treaty oblig;\tions the autho- 
rities had to exert themselves, and of late years have been gradually gaining somewhat finner hold over the districts 
around. Most assuredly, however, none of their own attempts could hardly ever have been crowned with such infinite 
success, as, it must be considered, was the final issue of the outrage conmiitted, since writing, on the boat^s crew of 

H. B. M.*8 Gun-boat Cockchafer^ by the inhabitants of 0-ting-peh ^^ fj w*. The prompt action taken by the 

British naval authorities in seeking redress, and inflicting the so-long-wanted punishment, may fairly be said to have put 
a dead stop to the comparative anarchy hitherto ruling among the inhabitants of the surrounding districts. Nobody 
could have known better, than the Chinese authorities themselves must have, how decided steps against those turbulent 
villagers were needed, but at the same time, how powerless they themselves were to take any. As it is, what they might 
have Uked to but could not have attempted, has been most effectively done by others, and all that remained for them 
was, to step in and establish their authority, and prescribe their own terms for peace with the defeated and bitterly 
aggrieved parties; and what is still more significant under the circumstance, is, that they have been enabled to appear 
not in the light of oppressors, but in that of protectors and defenders. 

Yet for all this it ought not to be thought that Foreign interests were in no way participating in the good 
result derived from the incident; on the contrary, above all things life may be considered tolerably safe now anywhere 
iuround; and with a corresponding respect for foreigners generally, foreign trade will undoubtedly also find greater facili- 
ties in expanding in this rich neighbourhood, which hitherto remained almost completely closed to the foreign trader at 
the risk of his life. 

We may fairly assume to have entered at this port upon a new era, full of good prospects for its future pros- 
perity, and that the local authorities will not be wanting in doing their part towards it, we have suJ9Bcient guarantee 
as long as their own intellect is associated with such intelligence and energy, as has been displayed by the present 
Representative of British interests and trade at this port. 



I have the honour to be. 



Sir, 



Your obedient Servant, 



F. KLEINWACHTER, 

Cimmisiumer of CusUmu» 



To BoBERT Hart, Esquire, 

Inspector General of Cuttoms^ 
PfJKING. 



CANTON TRADE REPORT, 



FOR THE TEAR 1868. 



OFFICE OF MARITIME CUSTOMS, 
CANTON, lOTH March, 1869. 

SlR, — The total value of the trade of Canton in Foreign vessels for 1868 amounted to $ 31,000,000, which is 
about $ 1,000,000 less than it was the previous ^etor ; and the Duties reached 866,000 taels, against 934,000 taels in 
1 867, showing a falling off of 68,000 taels. The impossibility of getting accurate statistics of trade in Native bottoms, 
makes it difficult to arrive at the conclusion whether the trade has actually fallen off, or not ; and this difficulty will be 
(ivercome only when Hongkong publishes detailed reports of the cargoes of both Foreign and Native vessels, as they 
arrive at that port, and clear from it. As already stated in previous Reports, a considerable amount of the cargo that 
passes through Hongkong is carried to, and taken from the neighbouring ports of Canton, where it is cleared upon pay- 
ment of the provincial charges, and it is then brought to the capital, or taken to Hongkong in passage-boats, thus 
evading the Tariff Duties. As the trade gradually gets into the hands of the Chinese, tliey are more and more enabled 
to take advantage of this method of passing their goods. 

The deficit in the value of the trade is principally owing to the short import of Opium, Cotton, and Nankeens. 
The value of the Exports is slightly in advance of the previous year, as shown by the following table: — 



Value of Imports, 

1867, $ 14,090,581 

1868, $ 12,991,266 



Value of Exports. 

$ 18,403,154 
$ 18,491,156 



Decrease,. 



$ 1,099,315 Increase,... $ 88,003 



The following table shows a decrease during the past year in duties on Imports, Exports, and Tonnage Dues, 
and an increase in Coast Trade Duties, as compared with the year before: — 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF DUTIES COLLECTED. 



Import, 7h 

„ Opium, 

Export, 

„ Opium, 

Tonnage Dues, 

Coast Trade, 



Total,. 



7k 



1867. 



236,326 

63.332 

602,124 

1,906 

19,311 



934,771 



1868. 



218,823 

24,220 

585,052 

1,861 

17,746 
18,565 



866,267 



Increase 
1867. 



6,793 



6,793 



Decrease 
1868. 



17,503 
39.112 

17,072 

45 
1,565 



75,297 



IMPORTS. 



TRADE REPORT. 



IMPORTS. 

Cotton, ^The receipt of iDdioti Cotton is &bout whnt it was lant ;ear, but tbe totiil value hoR decrensed over 
$ 500,000. The import of Native Cottoo \ua fallen to 5,000 peculi, agaicHt 34,000 pecuU in 1S65; thiB is owing greatl; 
to tbe decline in price, which has induced farmers to turn their attention to growing grain, which, at present valuittione, 
gives n better reuult. The receipt of Cotton Ynm, the principal portion of which comes from England, hns increased 
from iS,ooo peculs in 1&67, to 28,000 pecuU lust year. 

The following tnble shows the conipamtive import of Cotton and Cott«n Yam for the pnat two jeais: — 



Cotton, Indian, 


1867. 


1868. 


Incrbase. 


1>BCRKA8B. 


Pecih. 1 Value. 


Penth. 


Value. 


PtcuU. VaiM. 


PeeuU. 


Valut. 


256,866 
14.337 
18,741 


$5,086,271 
301,687 
1,180,216 


247,213 
S.017 
28,930 


1.305,817 


... % ... 
10,189 125.601 


9.653 
9.310 


» 526,361 
191,225 







CoTTOs Piece Goods. — Tbe Chinese purchase these at Hongkong only in aufficient quantities to supply the 
daily demand. The import of la.st year conipurcd with that of the year before doca not show any great variation with 
the exception of T-Guths, of which about 37,000 pieces were brought in in excess. 

Tbe followino table shows the comparative import of Cotton Piece Goods for the past two yean:^ 



Cotton, Dyed, Figured, and Plnin, 


1867. 


1S68. 


Ikcrease. 


DBCREAe*. 


Pirca. 


Vaint. 


rUce,. 


Valae. 


Pitta. 


Val«. 


Piut^ 1 Folue. 


11.715 
8.160 

910 
33.' 18 
'3.938 
112.278 
56.817 
71,171 


548.943 
59,631 
7.577 
33.n8 
35. '80 
3B4.307 
238.730 
204,196 


B.009 
6.121 
1,011 
36,958 

ioa;884 


$31,626 
31.308 
6.703 
37.659 
40.691 
344.263 
178,861 
260,418 


IQI 

3.840 
4,216 
2.59a 

37.7 '3 


% - 

4,541 
5,5" 

56,222 


3.706 
2,039 

2,881 


$17,317 

28,323 

874 

40,044 

59,869 






, Priiiled nnil Fancy, 


.Dixxm 




White, . 













RicB.— Of this there whs no import last year, the placing of Tonnage Dues qn Foreign vessels bringing it has 
completely driven the trade to Hongkong, from whence it is brought to this city by Native craft. The amount brought 
np by tbete vessels most average at least seven thousand peculs n-day. 

GlNSEHd,— The import of thia article in 1865 was 3,793 peculs; since then there has been a gradual falling off 
untillast year, when there were but 1,512 peculs paftsed through the Custom House. In former years this merchandise 
was brought to Canton to be clarified; now it undergoes this process at Hongkong, and it is then sent to Uie Northern 
porta. 

BfsTALS. — There has been an incraase during the year in the receipt of Lead, Iron, and Quicksilver, but tha 
import is considerably below what it was in 1863, 1864, or 1S65. The receipt of these three years overstocked the 
market, caataquently there wasa fulling off b the amount brought in dupng 1866 and 1S67. 

STATEMENT OF THE IMPORT OF METALS FOR THE LAST SIX YEARS. 



Lead Ptc^h 

Nail Rod and Bar Iron, „ 
Qoickearer, „ 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


186S. 


60.655 

29,991 
4,054 


54,853 
24,024 
3,786 


29,857 
18,584 
4,092 


24,982 

2,16s 

94. 


14,824 
108 
6S3 


31,797 
3,413 



. 1 



CANTOl^. 
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Kakkeens. — A considerable falling off in the receipt is to be noticed, owing to the fact that during the years 
1866 and 1867, the market was overstocked. The import for the past six years has been as follows: — 

1863, FecuU 11,735 Value $ 922,274 

1864, „ 8,824 „ „ 705,893 

1865, „ 9,460 „ „ 851,445 

1866, „ 14,296 „ „ 1,144,709 

1867, „ 16,135 „ „ 1,290,770 

1868, „ 12,864 „ „ 964,823 

Woollen Manufactures. — The import is limited to the daily demand, and has been somewhat under that 
of 1867. The Chinese merchants do not keep a stock of these, or of Cotton Piece Croods, on hand, but merely buy as 
they receive orders from the country, thus saving storage expenses and loss of interest. 

The following is a statement of the comparative import of Woollen Goods for the past two years: — 



Camlets, English, 

„ Dutch, 

Flannels and Woollens, 

Habit and Medium Cloth, 

Lastings, 

Long fills, 

Spanish Stripes, 

Woollen and Cotton Mixtures, 



1867. 


1868. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Pitces, 


Value. 


Pieces, 


Value. 


Pieces. 


Value. 


Pieces. 


Value. 


3,594 


$71,880 


3,273 


157,592 


• • • 


w • * • 


321 


$ 14,288 


271 


8,130 


370 


10,25 « 


99 


2,121 


• • ■ 


• • • 


1,083 


17,339 


41 ( 


7,386 






672 


9,953 


3,375 


151,875 


3,005 


128,445 






370 


93,430 


4,328 


79,225 


3y7(>7 


58,339 






561 


20,886 


6,200 


61,720 


5,555 


48,402 






645 


13,318 


6,509 


123.671 


5,874 


108,457 






725 


15,214 


9,947 


71,255 


11,368 


107,556 


1,421 


36,301 


• • • 


• • « 



Opium. — The amount brought in Foreign vessels, and passed. through this office reached only 800 peculs, 
ngainSt 2,100 peculs in 1867. This falling off is principally owing to the fact that during the past year, the duty on 
the drug taken from Hongkong in Native boats to Kiang Mun, for the West River, and the western part of the 
province ; and to Chun Chuen, for the North River, and the eastern part of the province, has been very much less than 
on that passed through this Custom House, as shewn in the following statement : — 

Duty on Opinm carried in Native Boats from Hongkong to Kiang Mun |^ p^ or Chun Chuen j^ it|}* 

per chest, 7h 22.4.0.0 

War Tax per chest, , 16.0.0.0 



Total, a 38.4.0.0 



Duty on Opium brought in Foreign vessels from Hongkong to Canton, per chest fh 38.0.0.0 

War Tax „ „ „ 18.4.0.0 

Opium Farmer „ „ „ 8.0.0.0 



From Canton to the North or West Rivers— 

Canton officials receive, fh 4.5.0.0 

San Suey .;::i JjC » „ 10.4.0.0 

Loo Poor How Li H "^ ^ ^ „ I0.4.0.0 



Th 64.4.0.0 



25.3.0.0 



Making a total of. 7h 89.7.0.0 

Chun Chnen is only twenty miles from this city, and the Opium carried there by permission of the officials is, 
nfter it has paid the prescribed duties, then brought here or taken wherever there is a demand for it, without having any 
further payments to make. By the above statement it is shewn that by taking advantage of tbis permission, a saving of 
soBie fifty taels a chest is made on all that which does not pass this office. 

EXPORTS. 



I02 



tra.de report. 



* EXPORTS. 

Tea.— The export of 1868 was 7,000 peculs less than that of 1867, but 12,000 peculs more than that of 1866. 
The year closed with a stock of only 2,500 peculs, against 9,400 peculs 1867, and 14,000 peculs in 1866. The receipt of 
Country Teas was very small, amounting to only 10 chops, weig]»ing 4,200 peculs, against an arrival in 1867 of 28 
chops weighing 1 1,000 peculs. 

The following table shows the export of Tea for the past six years: — 



Tea, Black, Peculs 

„ Green, „ 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. 


1867. 


1868. 


135.348 
48,000 


82,163 
22,551 


90,093 
18,831 


74,845 
9,295 


88,978 
14,677 


85,916 
10,581 



Silk. — The amount of Raw and Thrown, and Wild Raw passed through the Custom House, was greatly in excess 
of that of any previous year. The crop was unusually large, and some was brought here for shipment which in former 
years went direct to Macao, without passing this office. In consequence of the large export of Raw Silk, there was a 
falling off in the shipment of Piece Groods, Ribbons, and Sashes. 

The following table shows the comparative export of Silk Piece Goods for the past two yean: — 



• 

Silk, Raw and Thrown, 

„ Wild, Raw 


1867. 


1868. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Fecuh. 


Vahis. 


Fecuh, 


Fo/iw. 


Fecuh, 


Fa/i/«. 


Fecuh. 


Value, 


9,272 

5,343 

4,592 

702 


$4,951,311 
678,616 

3,403,485 
491,365 


11,683 

6,536 

4,ni 

652 


$5,845,332 

914,995 
3,002,943 

444,087 


2,411 
1,193 

• • • 

• • • 


$ 894,021 
236,379 

• • • 
9 • • 


• • • 

• • • 

481 
50 


V m • • 
• • • 

400,542 
47,278 


Piece Goods 


„ Ribbons and Sashes, 



Sugar. — The quantity passed through the Custom House is 60,000 peculs short of what it was the year before. 
The amount sent out of the province last year, was doubtless as large as that sent in previous years, but more of it was 
conveyed by Native craft to Hongkong for shipment from there to the Northern ports. 

Vermilion. — The export which reached in 1864, nearly 1,700 peculs, has fallen to 59 peculs; of this all but 2 
peculs went to the Northern ports. That which was formerly prepared here for Foreign markets is now manofiictured 
at Hongkong and sent from there. 

Preserves. — The large decrease of 4,500 peculs in the export, is owing no doubt to an oyer-shipment the 
year before. 

FiRR Crackers. — The export for 1868 is 5,000 peculs over 1867, and 5,000 peculs short of 1866. The export 
of 1865 and 1866 was no doubt larger than was warranted by the demand, which accounts for the variation during the 
past two years. 

Cassia. — The export of this article has increased largely, amounting to 36,000 peculs, against 24,000 peculs 
in 1867. This is owing to the fact that a large portion of that which formerly went direct from Kwang Se to Macao, 
last year found a market here. 

Matting — The over export of 1867 caused a decrease of 20,000 rolls in the export of last year 

Indigo. — A demand from the Northern ports occasioned an increase of 900 peculs in the amount sent away 
last year over that sent during the year 1867. 

TONNAGE. 

A considerable falling off in the tonnage of the vessels entered and cleared during the past year is to be noticed. 
The total number of Vessels entered in 1867 amounted to 1,009, with a tonnage of 341,233 tons, while the past year 
shows an entry of 763 Vessels, with a tonnage of 282,702 tons. The Docks at Hongkong offer greater facilities iha& 
in former years, consequently fewer vessels are brought to Whampoa to be docked. 

The 
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The following table shows the Shipping for the past two years: — 

1867, Sailing Vessels entered 35*2. Tonnage 164,003 

1868, „ „ „ 269. „ 123,839 

Decrease Vessels 83. Tonnage 40,164 

1867, River Steamers entered 657. Tonnage 177,230 

1868, „ „ „ 494. „ 158,863 

Decrease Steamers 163. Tonnage 18,367 

The above discrepancy in the tonnage of Sailing Vessels is made up as follows: — 

British Vessels, Number 34 Tonnage 25,377 

American „ „ 11 „ 4)596 

North-German,, „ 25 „ 5*895 

Sundry „ *„ 13 „ 4,296 

TottU, Number 83 Tons 40,164 

The Steam Boat Company had three boats running daily part of the year 1867, and but two last year; and in 
1 867 there were two small Steamers running nightly, which, in consequence of arrangements made with the Company 
were withdrawn; this accoimts for the less number of trips, and the decrease in the tonnage. 



I have the honour to be, 



Sir, 



V' 



Your obedient Servant, 



GEO. B. GLOVEE, 

CommUHoner of CustoiM, 



To Robert Hart, Esquire, 

Inspector General of CustovM^ 
PEKING. 
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